POLITICAL THOUGHT IN MAHARASHTRA, 
{ 1600 - 1818 ) 


Chapter I, 
Introduction, 


The history of Maharashtra occupies a unique 
position in the history of India as a whole, During the 
17th century, Maharashtra threw off foreign domination and 
established a national state, Maharashtra had to struggle 
hard for this newly born state against powerful enemy like 
Aurangzeb, But in this conflict, Maharashtra eme out with 
flying colours. In the 18th century, Maharashtra crossed 
its traditional political boundaries and began to dominate 
tImperial Affairs't at Delhi, Upto the end of the 18th 
century, in general Marathas dominated the political 
affairs of India ~ from Mysore in the south to Cuttock in 
the east and Delhi in the north, English rightly thought 
Marathas as their tone and only enemy! by the end of the 
18th century, It must be remembered that Maratha'’s was the 
only power, out of many native powers of India, that 
fought successfully against the foreign Mughal empire and 
kept its hold upon Delhi affairs for a wanber etia@e, 
Marathas, as a constituent part of Hindu society, are only 
a small fraction of that society. The question will arise 
that 'how is it that such a small fraction of the Hindu 
society was able to dominate the political affairs of India 
for a considerable time ? What are the reasons ?' The 


answer to question is that tit is the political thought of 


° 
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Maharashtra’! which provided the necewsary spirit of 
nationalism and power enamating from it, that has made 
Maharashtra ( Marathas } to dominate the political history 


of India in the 17th and the 18th centuries, 


In this thesis, I have tried my level best, from 
the published historical resourses like "Marathyanchya 
Itihasachi Sadhane; ( sTesTuarT fefeetors sme); 
Peshwa Daptar, ( wa Ler ); Diaries, ( trar-avtr) 
and other published material" the political thought in 
Maharashtra from 1600 to 1818, The political thought can 
be roughly divided into four periods - First, from the 
. beginning to 1646; second, from 1646 to 1680; third from 


>| 
[11720 to 1752 and the last 1772 to 1818. It is to be noted 


that watertight division of this period is impossible, 


because one thought shades off into another, 


In the first period the political thought is 
reflected in the writings of religious saints and the 
actual deeds of a few Maratha Sardars, The political 
thought is reflected in the politico-religious movements, 
which had its roots in the earlier peried. The aim of 
the movement was obviously to throw off the political and 
religious etine ten of ee Pe For this purpose it was 
‘essential to rouse the seilParespact of the individual 
Maharashtrian Hindu, to remove from his mind the inferior- 
ity complex created by foreign domination, for a period 


of three centuries; to bridge the gulf created by the 


caste system, at least in the political sphere and to 
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effect a cohesiveness of society by means of a spirit 

of nationalism, From Dnyaneshwar to Tukaram, every saint 
had advocated the principle of equality before God, In 
those days religious observance was not separated from God 
and thus the principle of equality permeated through the 
different layers of society, The advice of Kamdas that 
tAll Marathas should be united" ( sqcuTr fear aaarar ) 
and that ‘Maharashtra Dharma' should be established 

( FeTitee A eur } clearly reflects the spirit of 
nationalism, Just as the religious leaders or saints were 
preaching self-respect and nm unity, the Maharashtrian 
Sardars actually proved their capacity to rule, to govern 
and to become victorious on the battle-field, During this| 
period many important Sardars like Jadhav, Nimbalkar, 
Bhosale etc, have shown their braveg’ on the battle-field, 
Sewagd’ had become a King-maker, Yet all these Sardars 
were nominally feudatory Sardars, owing allegiance to “te 
Sultan of Bijapur. Shahaji was practically an independent 
king at Bangalore, as shown in the famouy book 'Radha- 
madhav Vilas Champu'. ‘he next step was to establish @ 


completely independent state, 


The emergence of Shivaji on the political horizon 
of Maharashtra is the next important landmark in the 
political thought of Maharashtra, The aim was to establis 
an independent kingdom of Maharashtra, The political 
thought during this period can be summed up in the followi 


Manner ¢ 
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(a) to establish a national state of Maharastra 
in which each Maharashtrian will feel that it 
is his own state, 

(b) to establish a new state, having the basic 
principles of Hindu religion, 

(c) The new state will be the abode Gods and 
Brahmins, 

(d) Establishment of Maharashtra Dharma, 


(e) Ideal of Hindvi Swarajya, 


To achieve this aim, Shivaji adopted a pragmatic 
policy. In the beginning, he kept friendly relations with 
Aurangzeb and subdued Kajapur; when he became powerful 
enough, he defied the Mughals, Shivajits visit to Agra, 
his #%st flight from that place, his offensive policy against 
the Mughals culminated into his victory. Shivaji crowned 
himself as a 'Chhatrapati’, According to ancient traditions 
he had performed 'Kajyabhishek' with all the proper cere- 
monies accompanying it. He struck coins, started a new 
‘shakat (era) known as 'Kajyabhishek Shaka’, introduced 
religious reforms - notable aidng geten tere seomeneaee of 
Hindus who had under pressure adopted Muslim religion, He 
revived the old administrative pattern of 'Ashta-pradhans', 

" devided to abolish Watan System. 

When Shivaji heard the news that a large Mughal 

nye foes to the south to crush this newly born state, 


he adopted a wider policy governed by the political thought 


‘Deccan for Deccanis" For this purpose he visited Golkonda 
Ue 
( Hyderabad ) befriended the Muslim states of south. This 


policy served its purpose, 


From the death of Shivaji to the death of Aurangzeb 
ise. from 1680 to 1707 the political thought of Maharashtra 
is refleected in the continuous war of national freedom, 
by any means, guerilla warfare etc, The very fact that 
leaderless Maharashtra was able to defeat an enemy like 
Aurangzeb and to regain its freedom from the clutches of the 
Mughals shows how powerful the political spirit was generated 
by the twin movements in Maharashtra - ideas expressed by 


pelitico-religious leaders and Shivaji's movement, 


Ignominious departure of the Mughal army towards 
north from Maharashtra in 1707, opened a new page in the 
political thought of Maharashtra, Now there was no problem 
of achieving independence, because it was already achieved, 
There was no question of danger sientkr from Bijapur or 
from Golkonds, because both had been extinguished by Aurangzeb 
twenty years ago, In 1707 there was no power in, south which 
could check the rising Maratha power, The departure of the 
Mughal army from Maharashtra without even concluding any 
treaty, had demoralising effect upon the northern powers, 

In such a situation, the time was ripee for Marathas to 


adopt a bold and courageous policy of establishing Maratha 


Empire, 


Shahu required a few years to establish himself, 


In 1719 there appears a new political thought which aimed at 


bringing all the Maratha Sardars into a common quasi- 
federal constitution, The salient features of this new 
thought are (a) To accept the paramount power of the Delhi 
Emperor ~- who had lost all the real power of the state, _ _ 
Emperor's authority is to be utilised for establishing 
Maratha rule over other parts of India, (b) The central 
figure of Maratha Empire was to ve" Chaieinama - all Sardars 
were to be loyal to him and not to the Hmperor at Delhi. 

(c) The decisions of the central government were binding upon 
all the Sardars; the central government was to punish offend- 
ing Sardars, (d) Collection of revenue, maintenance of 

peace and order in their respective territory, was left to 
the Sardars, (e) Raising of the necessary army was entrusted 
to the Sardars, with the prior consent or order from the 
central government. {(f) Sardars were to submit yearly 
account to central government, pay the yearly tribute to the 
Chhatrapati failing which their saranjam ( authority and 
territory ) could be atta¢hed by the central government, 

(g) No Sardar was allowed to enter into treaty agreement 

with any foreign power, (h) Granting of titles was the 
prerogative of Chhatrapati only. No Sardar can receive 
clothes of honour, title from any foreign power without the 
consent of the central government. (i) To unite two Maratha 


_— 


states, i.e, Satara and Kolhapur into one, (j) To ensure 


the freedom of religion to Hindus in the neighbouring foreign 


powers like Portuguese; and if necessary to punish them, 


Authority to collect Chouth and Sardeshmukhi from 


a 


the six Subas of Deccan was the first step in the direction 
of total hold of the Marathas upon the Mughal Emperor, 

The political constitutional structure erected by Balaji 
Wishwanath, paved the way to the rise of Baebes and the 
rise of the Maratha power also, Bajirao I, Balaji Bajirao 
were able to hold Sardars under their control. Therefore, 
a strong central government was established at Poona, The 
next logical step was realised in 1752 when Mughal Emperor 


accepted the protection of the Marathas, Thus Marathas 


became the King-Makers of Delhi. 


Nationalist Marathas of the 17th century have now 
become the Imperialist Marathas in the 18th century, Their 
political thought underwent a change accordingly. The 
spirit, the unity, and zeal which filled the hearts of 
Marathas in the 17th century under Shivaji, could not be 
found in the Marathas of the 18th century, The granting of 
great Sanad in 1752 created controversy : North Vs South. 

It is proved with facts that Jats, Rajputs and Mughal Sardars 
Vazir and occasionally Emperor himself - had formed a united 
front against the Marathas, It created a reaction amongst 
Marathas, The political thought which was essential at this 
juncture i.e, Indian nationalism against foreign aggression 

- either of Abdali or of any other power like English etc, 
had not emerged, Neither the Marathas nor any other power 
in north India had visualised Indian nationalism as such, 

The result was, that Marathas suffered a set-back on the 


battle-field of Panipat in 1761. However, Marathas were able 


to re-established their hold upon the Mughal Emperor in 
1772. 


The quasi-federal constitution of Marathas which 
functioned effectively from 1720 to 1760, could not function 
in the same manner from 1761 onwards, There are many reasons 
for that. ‘The first important reason is the eclipse of the 
central figure, i.e. Chhatrapait. Peshwas, from 1750 onwards 
jave assumed the entire control of the Maratha Empire, The 
spirit of idealisn, doy alty was lost from the hearts of the 
Maratha Sardars, and the void created therefrom was filled 
in by self-interest. Peshwas lost their hold upon the 
Sardars, Policy decisions passed from the hands of Peshwas 
to important Sardars like Holkar, Shinde, eté,. It created 
a ae situation in the organisation, and relationship 


We 
between Sardars and Peshwa, of the central government, 


~ 
Sardars now began to dictate terms upon the central govern- 
ment, <Sardars have practically become imdependent. There 


was no central power worth the name, which could punish then, 


The murder of Narayanrao and the Barbhai conspiracy, 
Haghoba's attempt to assume Peshwaship, and his attempts to 
seek the help from the English clearly denote the lack of 
nationalism and other spirit which dominated the Maratha mind 
in the 17th century, The only thought, which governed the 
mind of Marathas and men like Nana Phadnis, was to continue 
the state and to keep it in tact, as far as possible, Nana 
Phadnis wisely entered into alliances with Nigan and Haider 


in 1780 « a mutual defensive alliance against the English, 
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the shrewdness of the British policy of 'Non-intervention', 
As soon as Lord Cornawallis declared this policy, Marathas 
and Nizam joined hands with British against Tipoo. Marathas 
and Nizam fought against each other at Kharda in 1795 with~ 
out any gain for both the parties, This brought the end of 


the quasi-~federal constitution of the Marathas, 


The last years of the Maratha Empire, i.e. 1800 to 
1818 are full of plots and counter-plots - clearly denoting 
the want of any political thought as such, It can be said 
that Bajirao II realised that he had lost his independence, 
but it was too late and of no use, The central fovernment 
at Poona and gradually all the important Sardars were subdued 
by the British power, The conflict between the Marathas and 
the English was a conflict of two societies - Medieval societ 
built upon the feudatory system and the modern industrial 
society - based upon the new relationship, What was essentia 
particua@arly after 1752, was a new constituion based upon 
new thoughts, having the intention of building a new Indian 
society, The Maratha quasi-federal constitution failed to 
develop itself after 1752, The weakness of the constitution 
lies in its unworkability. The other important factor was 
the lack of dynamic spirit in the political thought, The 
political thought after 1752 had become stagnant, This is 


the main reason for the downfall of the Maratha Empire, 


seg 10 ve 
Chapter II, 
BACKGROUND 
The land and its people : 


The present state of Maharawhtra, ( Formed after the 
bifurcation of bilinguial Bombay State on the 1st May 1960 ) 
practically includes, all the people whose motheretongue 
is Marathi. The present Maharashtra includes eight districts 
of Vidarbha ( An ancient| kaewn fem the days of Lord Krishna ) 
five districts of Marathwada, North and South Konkan and 
Maharashtra proper. It lies between the 16th and the 22nd 
degree of north latitude, extending from Daman to Goa on | 
the West; the Satpura range forms its northern boundary; 
an irregular line joining Chanda to Goa and passing through 
Nanded, Bidar, Shalapur and Belgaum marks off the South- 
east limits of the region, To the north of Maharashtra ara 


the rivers Tapi and Narmada, to the extreme south is Warna f 
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and to the East is Sina, The territory of Maharashtra is 
divided into two regions by Sahyadri, Konkan- narrow land 
between the Western Ghats of Sahyadri and Indian Ocean, and 
Desh - The eastern slope of Sahyadri, The land of Maharashtra, 
generally speaking tyields to much labour a bare measure of 
subsistance'. The broken rocky nature of the land has made 
travelling difficuit, in the period under our review, The 
people of Maharashtra were generally poor, There were no 

rich courts, popular cities or thriving marts to attract 
merchants, Nor were there regular occasions for the march 


of large bodies of soldiers as from one province kof a 


compact and mighty Empire to another ... In their rugged 
and inhospitable nooks the natives ( Maharashtrians ) had 
found safety and peace, while the richer plains had been 

the scenes of revolution and rapine ... The Maratha peoplest 
inborn love of independence and isolation was greatly helped 
by the Nencueet. It is but natural, that in such land the 
people of Maharashtra were economically poor, simple, hard-~ 


working, There was no feudalism worth the name in Maha - 


rashtra which we witness elsewhere, 
The Charactér of the people : 


The earliest reference in respect of the character 
of the people of Mamarashtra is found in the writings of 
Yuan Chwang. This famous Chinese traveller, who visited 
this part of India in the 7th century A.D. wrote ~ "The 
inhabitants are proud, spirited and warlike, grateful for 
favours and revengeful for wrongs, self-sacrificing towards 
suppliants in distress and sanguanary to death with any who 
treated them Perit." The soil and climate of Maha - 


rashtra is such that it helps develop ‘self-reliance, courage, 


1. Shivaji and His Times - Sir Jadunath Sarkar, pages 4-5 


2% Watter's Yuang Chwang : 239, 


perseverence, a stern simplicity, a rough straightforward. 
ness, a sense of social equality and consequently pride in 
the dignity of man as man', The nature of the soil, climate, 
social life amd religious principles preached by Maharashtrian 
saints shaped and influenced the political life of Maharashtra, 
Dr, Choksey in his Sea states that 'this extraordinary 
people who contested for the supremacy of India with Britain 
were known to their enemies as a people diminutive in stature, 
of unparalleled cunning, brave, vindictive and possessing 
more talent and independent principles than any other people 
of Hindustan, A people who rose from a state of rustic 
obscurity and rigorous vassalage to become a mighty power 
must have within them the seeds of greatness, Their national 
consciousness burst forth into unquenchable ardour that set 
fire to the mighty fabric of the once proud and glorious 
Mughal Empire, It was the wild, predatory, almost semi- 
barberous Maratha soldier who accomplished the marvels of 
conquest accompanied by the polished and insiduous Brahmin, 
whose specious politeness and astonishing command of temper 
often left European hypocracy in the shade ,., wild, 
turbulent, independent spirited, the Maratha heart ever 
yearned for leadership and adventure, Cunning and un - 
scrupalous in conquest, they were given to perform the most 


daring feat with incalculable coldness and astonishing courage,! 


3% A History of British Diplomacy at the Court of 


Peshwas ( 1766 = 1818 } 
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Muslim aggression : 


Muslim aggression in the Deccan started in the 
beginning of the fourteenth century A.D, Rajput Kingdoms 
BA vere defeated by Muslims and therefore Muslim conquerors 
“were penetrating deep into the south, Malikaffar - one Sardar 
of Allauddin - defeated tamdeorao Yadav of Deogiri, arrested 
him and wee sent, to Delhi, He was made vassal king by 
Allauddin, ohankardeo, son of Hamdeorav who became the king 
after the death of hHamdeorao in 1309 A,D. refused to pay 
annual 'Nazarana! to the Emperor at Delhi, Enraged by this 
act on the part of Shankardeo, Malikkaphur marched towards 
q Deogiri. Shankardeo was killed, And so ended the powerful 
dynasty in Maharashtra, ODnyaneshwar, the Saint poet of 
Maharashtra, has praised the king of Deogiri, i.e, Ramachandra 
for his just ite.” Yadav dynasty of Deogiri had held sway 
over the vast territory of Maharashtra, Even the stone 
inscriptions, depicting the generosity of the king Ramachandra 


have been found in the territory upto Mysore, 
New Problems : 


The death of Shankardeo and the end of the Yadav 
dyansty of Deogiri created a political vacuum in Maharashtra, 
The challenges which the people of Maharashtra had to face 
were not merely political, but social, cultural, military and 


religious also. The problems can be enumerated as follows : 


ee 14 ee 


(1) Muslims were advancing with a tremendous force, 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


with sword in one hand and Koran in another, The 
destruction of 'Kafir' was their sole aim, 

Forcible conversion of Hindus was also taking 
place, There was a danger that the lower strata 
of the Hindu society could have been easily induced 
to accept Islam, The problem, therefore, was, how 


to keep unity in society, 


With the advance of the Muslims, certain cultural 
traditions, peculiar to Muslims only, gradually 
began to spread in Maharashtra, For example 
certain festivals were observed in which Hindus 
also began to participate. There was a change in 
dress also, The use of Persian language increased, 


Therefore, these changes created cultural problems, 


Hindu society was a caste-ridden society and 
therefore, inequality in social status, was 
sanctioned by religion, On the other hand Muslim 
society was based upon the concept of Universal 
Brotherhood, The problem, therefore, was, how to 
secure unity amongst various castes among Hindus; 
and how to keep the Hindu religion safe from the 


onslaught of Muslims, 


The political void created by the destruction of 
Deogiri kingdom, created political problems, There 


was no strong ruler or any other monarch, capable 
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(47 enough to face the Muslim aggression, [here were 
many petty kingdoms in Maharashtra, which continued 
to resist Muslims for the next three hundred years, 
Shivaji was the first powerful Hindu king to fill 
the Woid. Therefore, the political aim or policy 
of the petty states was to secure maximum inde - 
pendence in practice and to keep the political 


aspirations of the people of Maharashtra, alive, 


(5) The superiority of Muslim arms and war strategy 
was an accepted fact, Therefore, there was a 
necessity to adopt a new technique of war-fare, 


which Maratha army adopted in the 17th century, 
Answers to these Problems : 


The problem of keeping the unity of the society was 
tackled in three different manners or ways. The first and 
the best way to keep unity in society is to have a common 
enemy and to keep the fire of hatred burning in the minds of 
native Hindus, The second way is to bridge the gaps between 
the various castes through the introduction of social reforms, 
On the ethical side it was very easy to stress the equality 
amongst people, All are equal before God, The third way is 
to castigate, to look down upon those individuals who 
surrendered themselves to the Muslims. No noteworthy attempts, 
by any of the Maharashtrian Saints, were ever made to attempt 
the Syouiee mene? two religious communities, viz, Hindu 


and Muslim, 


Namdeo, Gora Kumbhar, Nivrittinath, Dnyaneshwar, 
Chokhamela, Mudhesh Changadeo, Mahalingdas, and several others 
including the famous Ramdas and Tukaram, are the noteworthy 
Maharashtrian Saint-Poets who have worked in the same manner 
mentioned above, Muslims indirectly helped in forging the 
unity among Maharashtrians by their normal deeds - i.e, 
destruction of temples, forcible conversions, atrocities 
committed by them towards women. Namdeo Cita in his Gatha 
"he unclean Yavanas ( Muslims }) have become kings, sins are 
being committed everywhere; hence, there hath been Divine 
manifestation to blot out the evil of Kali, Nama says, The 
people, having found the Yavanas unbearable, are singing the 
praise of God : for these are ever the means of redemption - " 
Namdeo, ( Tr, by 5,k,Sharma, } 


6 
Dnyaneshwar stressed the following principles ~- (a) 


true love towards one's own people (b) firm faith in one's 
own religion and (c}) atmost loyalty in one’s own country, 
Equality has been stressed by all the Maharashtrian saints 
belonging to different castes in unquestionable terms, Know- 
ledge and learning in Maharashtra was not limited to the 
priest - class alone, i.e. Brahmins only, Education was open 
to all the castes, The very fact that aniitepadva belonging 
Cire 


to lower castes have not only been able to read and write 


but were also able to preduce excellent literature reflecting 
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6. Dnyaneshwari - Canto 18, 
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the maturity of thought, proves the statement beyond doubt. / 
This is not merely an accident, Sawanta Mali, Visoba Khechar, 
Narahari Sonar, Banka Mahar, Chokha, Koormadas, are Marathi 
saints who belenged to different lower castes of Hindus, All 


these poet saints of Maharashtra have tried their level best / 


to bridge the gap between various castes of the Hindu society, ° 
The attepts on the part of these sons of Maharashtra might 

not have resulted into achieving perfect unity among Mahara- 
Shtrian Hindus, but at least it blunted the edges of hatred 

( if any ) among the different castes. That is why we find 
from Brahmins downwards to Mahars, fighting side by side with 
swords in their hands, against their common enemy. Those who 
helped Muslim rulers or those who accepted the service of 

the Muslim rulers and tried to influence their own kith and 
kin, were castigated in the rudest terms possible, For 
example, Mahalingdas sarcastically writes = He who serves 
Yavan ( i.e. Muslim ) day and night is completely grappled 

by falsity. He is a quisling ... etc. A Brahmin who serves 
Mlencha ( Yavan ) is four times Yavan, The incarnation of 
Dattatraya, Narsimhasaraswati and several other saints have 
introduced certain new customs and traditions which were 
apparently similar to the traditions of Islam, these attempts 
on the part of these eminent saints have strengthened the 


society to face the cultural onslaught of Muslims, 


The most powerful tool in the hands of the Maharashtrians 
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common people and saintepoets alike, - was the suppression 


and destructien af enenes etc, by Musiine 2 It kept the 
antieMuslim feeling burning for ever, “Though the principle 
of Universal Brotherhood has been accepted by the Muslims, 
in practice Muslims have not observed this principle even 
in respect of felow Muslims, There are many references of 
injustice done to the Hindus, whenever there was a case 
between Hindus and Muslims, In 1606 Muslims conquereds 
burnt all the valuable Pree In 1611 there was a 
conflict between Narsoji Kumaji Jagdale and Babaji bin 
Yakubji Musalman, It was a property conflict. Formerly, 
it was decided that Hindus and Muslims should divide the 
property equally among themselves, Muslims, later on, have 
broken the tradition, Muslims were warned, but it was of 
no use, The murders followed, The murderer happened to be 
a convert Muslim. The death sentence was propoer for him 
but he was released ( reprieved ) by the panchayat, because 
the king was also a Muslim, The letters 85, 139, 172, 175 
of Patrasarsangraha vividly describe how Muslims have looted 
parts of Gujrat, Bombay etc, Letter No, 332 dated 4th July 
1631 describes how Poona was looted and burnt by havteee 


11 
In letter No, 2360 ( Vol. I ) there is a reference of 


8,  Patrasarsangraha - Part I, - page 7, “= =", %?, * 
9. Patrasarsangraha - 
10. " 
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teG6 &@ Muslim Sardar who is praying to Mahammud, He says 
"that for your favour I have destroyed 33 temples," 

This happened in 1586. In a legal document of land purchase 
there is a reference) to how Muslims have wantonly destroyed 
a village and have arrested the entire population, This 
took place in June 1629, Another incident, which took place 
on the 21st August 1629, is referred to, in letter No, 2423, 
narrates the story of how people fled from the village 
because Muslims harassed them, In another letter totes 


is an information about the construction of a new Musjid 


by Ranadulla Khan, It states that, at Santa Bennur, there 


was a temple of Kangnath, It was totally destroyed and a =~ 
16 

huge and magnificent Masjid was erected on the same mace!” 
0 


The reference to Muslim atrocities amongst private 
correspondence, semi-legal documents, clearly shows how 
anti-Muslim spirit generally previded prevailed in Maharashtré 
It is no wonder, if we come across the same feeling in the 
writings of Maratha saints. For example the biography of 
Mudhesh Changdeo EN ie how the king of Bedar has 
harassed Brahmins, how the temple of Pandharpur was destroyed 


and a Masjid erected on that place, how Badwas have taken 


12. Pataacarsemyan Pact i om 
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14, Patrasarsangraha - 

15. Patrasarsangraha - 
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De tivettalind the idol of God Pandurang to a secret place. 
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He further expresses his desire "that the temple should be 
restored, by destroying Masjid; because Pandharpur is our 
ancient city," tamdas has also narrated the atrocities 


committed by the Muslims, 


The political void created by the destruction of the 
kingdom of Deogiri produced three different streams in the 
political life of Maharashtra, The first is the continua. 
tion of the struggle against Muslims, The second is the 
establishment of Bahamani Sultanate in Deccan; and the 


third is the establishment of the Empire of Vijayanagar, 


Harpaldeo, the last king of Deogiri ‘was flayed alive, 
decapitated and his head fixed above the gate of his own 
en in 1318, by Mubarak Shah and thus ended the 
powerful dynasty at Deogiri, Yet this was not the end of 
the fight against Muslims, Local rulers, to name a few, 
the king of khelna, Hayrij nanas of Sonkhed, Hoysals of 
Warargal, Ballals of Dwarasamudra, Shirkas, Durves of 
“iieadoeh, kings, ashirgad and Baglan, continued their struggle 
against the Muslim rulers for a period of nearly hundred and 
fifty years, But these individual struggle against powerful 
Muslims was of no use. There was no leader worth the name, 


who ceuld unite all the different forces under the national 


or religious banner to £ight against Muslims, A leader like 


18. S.R,Sharma - The Founding of Maratha freedom page 41. 
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Shivaji was the need of this time, Because ‘a stitch in 
time would have saved more than nine, That the Maratha 
failure was due to the fatal lack of leadership is amply 
demonstrated by the subsequent reais.” 

As soon as the first phase of Muslim conquest of /« 
Deccan was over, there appeared on the political horizon two 
distinct groups. Muslims were now divided into two groups, 
(1 \feal) Muslims belonging to Delhi and usually outsiders, 
i.e. those who hailed from Persia and other Muslim states 
(2) Deccani Muslims, ‘he sovereign authority of the Delhi 
Sultanate was now challenged by the Muslims of Deccan, 
Hindus were certainly happy to help Deccani Musalmans, The 
massacre of Chakan, near Poona, which took place in 1445, 
was the result of this internal conflict, Many northern 
Indian Muslims were masacred by Hindus and Muslims of Deccan, 
This internal peariaee ultimately culminated into the 
establishment of Bahamani ( Brahmani ) kingdom at Gulbarga, 
‘The Bahamani kingdom was aided by the native princes of the 
Deccan, and from several circumstances in the conduct of 
war, particularly the desultory plan adopted by the insurgents 
( who founded the kingdom ), which always required the aid 


of native inhabitants of any country, there is strong 


presumption of their having contributed more to its success 


19. S.k,Sharma - The founding of Maratha freedom, page 43. 


than the Mussulman historian was aware of, or perhaps was 
20 
willing to allow, 


Vijayanagar : 


The rise of Vijayanagar in 1336, was a great solace 
to Hindus in Deccan, Vijayanagar was founded for the 
protection of cows, gods and Brahmins,.t This was exactly 
the aim of Marathas, who later established their independent 
national state, Vijayanagar, gradually developed into a 
mighty Empire, which defended Hindu vivilization for nearly 
two centuries and a quarter, The destruction of Vijayanagar 
Empire in 1565 again created the political vacuum, Bahamani 
kingdom was also divided among five kingdoms, During this 
period the Mughal power at Delhi was gradually becoming 
more and more powerful, ‘the division of Bahamani Empire 
gave opportunity to many Maratha Sardars to show their skill 
as a warrior, administrator, politician, Many a prominent 
Maratha Sardar have saved and served Muslim rulers during 
this period, Shahaji was one of the most important Sardars 


of Bijapur Darbar, 


Superiority of Mgmmeia : Armaments : 


The defeat of the Marathas of Deogiri was not due to 
the lack of fighting spirit, valour, courage or even military 


stratery. Muslims were successful not because they were 


20. Grant Duff - History of the Marathas, 
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superior in these qualities, but because they had superior 
Bb” the. o 
armaments, Their artillery was superior than the Marathas . 


Marathas were fighting with swords and arrows. This was 
useless before the artillery fire, Even the defeat of the 
Rajputs at the hands of Muslims is not due to any superior 


oo ro 
internal quality of Muslims, butisuperiority of armaments, 


These very Marathas were able to humble a mighty emperor 
like Aurangzeb because of the new tactic of war-fare - hit 
and run = which they had adopted, This military factor must 


also be taken into consideration. 


Taking into consideration the background described 
above, it will be very easy to understand how the spirit 
of nationalism, Maharashtra Dharma spread all over the 
Maharashtra, The basis of the new state was partly religious 
and partly political, In this background, the seeds of 
future development can be seen, The establishment of the 
national independent state ( Swarajya ) in 1674 and quasi- 
federal state in 1719 are but the natural consequences of 
different movements started in Maharashtra from the 13th 


eentury onwards, 


In this chapter, we had briefly reviewed the causes 
of the rise of Maratha polity ~- the background and the 
circumstances which ultimately led to the establishment of 
an independent sovereign national state of Maharashtra under 
Shivaji. We shall enumerate the causes of the same in the 


next chapter, 
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Chapter III, 
PRE SHIVAJI PERIOD 
The Situation : 


The final defeat of the Marathas of Deogiri in 1318 
and the destruction of the Vijayanagar Empire in 1565, See 
established beyond doubt the Muslim domination evet tidaee 
in south India, From 1318 onwards upto 1674 Maharashtra 
was governed by different Muslim rulers, The successive 
defeats of the Hindus at the hands of Muslims from the year 
1295 onwards created inferiority complex among Hindus, 
Hence, Hindus from Maharashtra tried their level best to 
keep the Hindu society united by giving up some traditions 
and customs and by inculcating some new traditions, The 
Hindu society at that time was highly caste-ridden society 
and therefore even the concept - social and pé@litical 
equality was beyond imagination even to a political thinker, 
Maharashtrian saints and other religious sects and 


pantheon have rendered excellent service to keep the 


social and religious unity, which ultimately helped 
inculcate the sense of nationality and political unity 

among Maharashtrians, OlNCe ae higher posts in 
administration, in Military services, in diplomatic services 
were occupied by Muslims, there was little opportunity 

for Maharashtrians to shww their mettle, It was but natural 


to expect that Maharashtrians were content in rendering 


service to the Muslim rulers ~ by occupying secondary 


N: 


positions everywhere, 


Bahamani Kingdom : 


The unity among the five Bahamani kingdoms - Imad- 
shahi, Adilshahi, Nizamshahi, Qutbshahi, and Baridshahi 
was a temporary one. Quarrels and wars immediately started 
among the Muslim Sultans, foreign mercgnaries like Turks, 
Persians, Abyssinians and Mughals employed by the Deccan 
sultans added fuel to fire, They proved more troublesome 
than useful, Therefore, the Sultans were compelled to 
rely chiefly upon the local Bargirs and Shiledars, This 
situation gave opportunity to Maharashtrians to show their 
spirit. 'This training in arms brought education, power 
and wealth with it and in the sixteenth century we meet 
with cnatles and Ghorpades, Jadhavs and Nimalkars, Mores 
and Shindes, Dafles and Manes, as generals in charge of 
ten or twenty thousand horses and in enjoyment of propor- 
tionate Jahagirs, The late justice M,G,kanade writes that 
‘the ground was prepared partly by nature, partly by the 
ancient history of the country, partly by the religious 
revival, but chiefly by the long discipline in arms which 
the country had undergone under Mahomed rule for three 
hundred years", Maharashtrians were politically shrewd 
enough to exploit this opportunity. ‘he political situation 
was not yet ripe for the establishment of an independent 
Hindu kingdom, Any attempt on the part any Maratha Sardar 
or Jahagirdar at this stage would hawe indirectly forged 


unity amongst Muslims, The defeat of the Vijayanagar 


Emperor in 1567, dnshe in the battle of Rakshastangdi, i.e. 


Talikot, was the latest example of Muslim unity, 


Beginning of the Maratha Nationalism : 


the defeat of the Vijayanagar Empire and the end 
of it is really the beginning of the Maratha nationalism, 
The five Bahamani kingdoms now thought that there is no 
danger to their existence because the powerful Vijayanagar 
empire was totally destroyed, This fact gave additional 
impetus to the feuds among the five Bahamani kingdoms, The 
political policy of different Jamindars and Watandars was 
to express loyalty to the Muslim Sultans and at the same 
time to strive for Pr rery Hindu Jamindars proved 
faithful servants and brought with them their own retainers 
to serve in the Muslim army, Maratha Bargirs and Shiledars 
proved useful particularly in the hilly country ending in 
the Western ghats, Mahomedans at no period seem to have 
had any partiality for hills and the jungles. So naturally, 
the entire wilder portions of the Magatha Maharashtra was 
practically in the hands of Hindu Jamindars, This very 
wilder portion of Maharashtra became the assembly areas¥ of 
the nationalist Mavales. In this way, writes Smith, there 
gradually grew up a hardy race of mountaineers, always the 


best stuff for soldiers, who brought up in their own faith 


Als Compare the Policy adopted by the Indian National 


Congress during 1885 - 1906. 


ee Pa | e¢ 


and traditions, were yet taught the art of war by their 
conquerors, and only awaited a time of danger and of 
weakness to raise the standard of revolt, and assert @ 
their own independence, This was, in fact, the origin of 
Mahratta nation and the Sultans of Bijapur and Ahmednagar 
may be said to have educated and brought into existence 
the nation which, before long, was to take, not only their 


places, but very nearly to acquire the sovereignty of India, 


——_ al 


- 
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Maloji and Shahaji : 


The policy of Maratha Jamindars and Sardars and 
Vatandars can be best exemplified in the life history of 
Maloji and Shahaji - grandfather and father respectively 
of the great Shivaji. Maloji was born in the year 1550, 

He became a shiledar at the age of 27, i.e. in the year 1577. 
Within a period of twelve years Maloji became Panchhajari 

( i.e. the owner of 5000 horses or one who is authorised to 
keep an army of 5000 soldiers.) His position as a Jahagir- 
dar was duly recognised in the Bijapur Darbar, The borders 
of his jahagir touched the bendeks of the Mughal Empire, 
Adilshaha of Bijapur and Nizamshahni of Ahmednagar, How 
fearless Maloji was can be seen from his following act. He 
had slain two pigs and had thrown them into a Masjid near 
Daulatabad. Not only that, but he threatened the Badshah 
of Ahmednagar that, if Lakhoji Jadhavrao is not keeping his 
word { i,e, about the marriage of Yo Shahaji ), 
he will be compelled to do such acts again and again, 


Tw Th erat a wa nT ee Atle 
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Ze 
Maloji constructed a big lake on the top of the hill 


known aS Shikhar Singanapur, He also reconstructed the 
PAS 

temple at @rushneshwar, This latter act of MA¥&I Maloji 

clearly denotes the revival of Hindu religious spirit, 


Maloji died in the year 1619, 


For the life history and the political policy of 
ohahaji we have to depend upon five important sources, - 
(1) nadha Madhav Vilas Champu - composed by Jayaram Pindye 
(2) Shiv~Digvijay (3) Shivaji - Pratap (4) Basatine 
Salatin (5) Shahaji Maharajanchi Kaifiyat, 


Shahaji soon became, one of the most importat Sardars 
belonging to Nizamshahi. In the famous battle of Bhatawadi 
( 1624 ) against the combined forces of the Mughals and 
Bijapur, Shahaji showed his capacity as a military leaderg of 
strategist, in defending the Ahmednagar, It was Malik 
Amber who first employed Maratha Chieftains against the 


Mughals with a new art - the art of guerilla war-fare, 


} 


Policy of Shahaji : 


For Some reason Shahaji left Ahmednagar and joined 
the services of Adilshahi of Bijapur, Shahaji was made 
Sar Lashkar by Ibrahim Adil Shah and Karyat Talbid and 
Panhala were conferred upon his relations, After the death 


of Malik amber ( 14th May 1626 ) Shahaji left the services 


22% Sabhasad Bakhar, 
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of Adilshahi and rejoined the services of Nizamshahi, 
Probably, Murtaza II invited him; and the Jagirs of Poona 
and Supa which Shahaji has secured on his leaving Adilshahi, 
were reconfirmed by the Nizamshah, But he soon left the 
Nizam Shah and joined the Mughals for two reasons ~- (a) 


Many events of disloyalty, court intrigues and the wicked- 


| ness of Hamid Khan; and (b) the shocking murder of Lakhoji 


Jadhavrao - father-in-law of Shahaji and several members of 
his family, The Mughal Chronicler Abdul Hamid Lahauri 
writes about Shahaji " ... Shahaji then came and joined 
him with 2000 horse. He received a Khil'at, a Mansab of 
5000 and a gift of two lacs of Rupees, and other presents, 
Sambhaji, elder brother of Shivaji, also received a robe 


and a Mansab." Sgrerea. t 


Within a very short period Shahaji left the Mughal 
eamp. The reason for this desertion was his dissatisfac~ 
tion, It is true that Shahaji has changed sides on several 
occasions, Not to be too loyal to any of the Muslim Badshah, 
appears to be his political policy, But his every change 
of the sides, which he had undertaken had made him more and 
more powerful, and practically independent, When he left 
the Mughals and rejoined Nizamshahi, within a, period of 
one month he seized the district of Nasik, Trimbak, 
Sangameshwar, Junnar as well as parts of Northern Konkan, 
He repaired a fort called Bheemagadh and renamed it after 
his name as Shahagad, fhis Shahagad was the chief centre 


of his activity. This act, on the part of Shahaji - 


» rw 
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tantamounts to the establishment of a new kingdom, Later 
Shavaji had done the same thing, Shahaji has now become 

a king-maker. With the active support of Murar Jagdeo, 

he got crowned at Pemgad, one petty princeling belonging to 
Ni seneuemes family, Murtuza Nizamshah, was in fact, was 
secretly murdered by Fath Khan, The sons of Nizamshah Were 
too young to occupy the throne, So it became necessary for 
Shahaji to take the child ( king ) upon his lap and occupy 
the throne himself, In this manner, he conducted the 
affairs of Nizamshahi Darbar, Even the Sardars like Lakhuji 
Jadhavrao had to salute to Shahaji, thus seated on the 


throne, This practice created the bitterness among the 


Sardars, particularly Muslim Sardars, of Nizamshahi, 
Aim of Shahaji : 


In joining Nizamshahi, his camp, Shahaji had four- 
fold aim - (a) To restore the territory of Nizamshahi which 
had been lost, ay ce nannies the territory belonging to 
Nizamshahi, {c) to unite or bring back all the Sardars who 
had left Nizamshahi and thus to make Nizamshahi powerful, 
(d) to deal effectively with Adilshah of Bijapur and the 


Shahjahan, the Delhi Emperor, 


Within a very short time Shahaji captured Junnar, 
Jivdhan, Sunda, Bhorgad, Parasgad, Mahuli, In 1633 he 
seized the country from Poona and Chakan to Nasik and 
Tryambak, Shahaji became so powerful that Shahjahan was 
compelled to move into the Deccan personally, He arrived 


at Daulatabad in 1636. Now the worst period of Shahaji'ts 
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life started, The Mughals and Adilshah joined hands on the 
condition that Adilshah should give no quarter to Shahaji 
until he submitted to the Hmperor and surrendered Junnar 
and other Nizamshahi forts to the imperialist and agreed to 
take service under Bijapur, The result of this combined 
effort of the Mughals and Adilshah was that, Shahaji was 
hunted from fort to fort, In this grave situation many 
Maratha Sardars helped Shahaji, to name a few - Ghatge, 
Kate, Gaikwad, Kank, UVhomare, Chauhan, Mohite, Mahadik, 
Kharate, Pandhare, Wagh, Ghorpade etc, By the end of 1636 


Shahaji surrendered himself to young Nizam, dHe agreed to 


enter the service of Adil Khan, He went over to Bijapur 


with young Shivaji. 


Shahaji jotins Adilshahi : 


Shahaji served Bijapur kingdom from November 1636 
to 166K. As a Sardar of Bijapur he participated in the 
wars against Mysore, Jangalore and Basavapattan, In these 
expeditions, 'some incidence happened! according to Basatin- 
u&S Salatin, 'which became the cause of disunion and dis- 
affection between Shahaji and Mustafa Khan', According to 
Brihadeeshwar Shilalekha ( g¢¢h=t PasTos ), Shahaji 
began to disobey the orders of Mustafa Khan, He began to 
behave like an independent king, Adil Shah feared that 
Shahaji might become independent, Another cause of anxiety 
was already not only existing but growing rapidly - Shivaji's 
activities near Poona, Shahaji was treacherously arrested 


in his bed on the 25th July, 1648, 


fy 
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However, Shahaji was soon released, Shahaji was 
kept in ordinary confinement, He was told that tAdil Shah 
would pardon him and restore him to his former honours, if 
he surrenders the forts of Kondana { Sinhagad ), Bangalore 
and Kandarpi,* Shahaji decided to obey and wrote to his 
two sons - Vyankoji at Jinji and Shivaji at Poona, Vyankoji 
and Shivaji promptly accepted the terms, Jedhe Shakavali 
states - 'Shahaji was released in return of Kondana, At 
the same time Kanhoji Jedhe and Dadaji Krishna Lohkare were 
also released, Maharaj ( Shahaji ) said to them - “on my 
account you have put to the hardships of e captivity .... 
Adil Shah ordered me to march into Karnatak, He promised 
me to confer on me the province of Bangalore ... Your Vatan 
is in Maval and my son Shivba occupies Khedebare and Poona, 
You should help him with your troops; and since you are 
influential in those parts, you should see that all the 
Maval Deshmukhe,to him and obey him. ‘hus you should all 
assert your strength and should any Mughal or Adilshahi army 


march against you, you should fight them in full faithful- 


“ness to Shivba," 


The remaining part of Shahajits life could be best 
studied from the following points of view - (a) His rela- 
tionship with Adilshahi, (b) Shahaji's life at Bangalore, 
(c) His attitude towards Shivaji and his activities, (d) 
His relationship with Hindu kings and Sardars, Naiks and 
Palegars in Karnatak - 

(a) As a feudal Sardar Shahaji remained loyal to Adil Shah 


But his loyalty was based upon partly self respect and partly 


Simo 


expediency. Shahaji's attempt to make Nizamshahi kingdom 
powerful and to be the de facto master of that kingdom, was 
short-lived, And therefore, he was satisfied to accept 
nominal sovereignty of Adilshah, Shahaji's self respect is 
excellently reflected in his letter ( dated 6th July 1657 ) 

to Adil Shah in which he states that - 'We Hajputs have 

served from old till now under several kings; we have never 
before served nor shall we do so in future under dishonour 

and displeasure, We shall not further put up with unfair 
treatment ... if your Majesty will have my services in future, 


-I claim that my status should be maintained as heretofore', 


It was not the ‘de jure't authority but 'de facto! 
authority which mattered in those days, Shahaji, with his 


large army numbering sixty to seventy thousand - cannot be 


expected to mm meekly obey all the orders of Adil Shah, 
(A ’ 
Shahaji had already achieved Dominifm Statgs after struggling 
237 a 
for nearly forty five years, Foreign registers have 


recorded how Shahaji threatened Bijapur. A letter written by 
Revington from Kolhapur dated 10th December 1659, states - 


"One months tyme more will, wee believe, put an end to his 


Zoa% The Indian National Congress required forty-four 
years ( 1885 - 1929 ) to adopt a resolution demanding 
complete independence ( on the banks of Havi river in 
Punjab under the presidentship of Jawaharlal Nehru 
in 1929 ). 
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( Adil Shahts ) trouble; for Sevagyas father Shawjee, that 
lies to the southward, is expected within eight days with 
his army consisting of 17,000 men, and they intend for 
Bizapore, the King and Queens residence, whose strength 
consists only in men and they are about 10,000 soldyers : 
so that in all probability the kingdom will be lost", 
Similarly, Dutch Dagh Hegister records ( on 16th May 1661 ) 
that - " The Neyks of Vladura and Tanjouwer and the commander 
Shahaji,( Sahajie ), Antosie Pantele, and Lingamaneyk have 
met to consider an offensive and defensive contract which 
is a serious thing to us," It will be clear from these two 
records that Shahaji, though a vassal Sardar of Bijapur, 
wosdpewarfal enough, even to challenge the authority of 
Bijapur, i.e. Adil Shah, Shahaji practically became an 
independent king, The only thing that he had, crowned him- 


self as a king, as such, 


(b) The daily life of Shahad at Bangalore as vividly 
described by Jayaram Pindye in Kadhamadhav Vilas Champu, 
clearly testifies the theory mentioned above, This Champu- 
Kavya was composed by Jayaram Pindye, who was welliversed in 
twelve languages, at Bangalore - the capital of Shahaji, In 
it he mentions Shahaji as a protector of South ( India ), He 
describes the daily routine of Shahaji, In this description 
he says the 'Navagagi' was full of Maratha Kshatriyas who 
were waiting for Shahaji, Shahaji entered the Darbar taking 


a 
vil SI 


salutes from general ( 77S =~) and other Sardars 


surmounted the throne which had lion-shaped pillars. He 


described the names of the important thirty five poets who 
were in the Darbar of Oncaea iar Majority of these poets 
were Hindus belonging to different provinces and speaking 
different languages like Urdu, Parsi, Bruj, Gujarati, 
Punjabi, ete. Allikhan is che veka Muslim poet mentioned 
therein, The detailed description of his daily routine, his 
Darbar and his army clearly shows that Shahaji had become a 
king. Shahaji was shrewd enough to choose his capital as 
Bangalore which was sufficiently away from Bijapur, Another 
advantage of this ‘long-distance! was that Shahaji kept 
himself aloof from the court-intrigues of bijapur Darbar, 
With a powerful army he was able to keep his independence 
intact, Shahaji spent the last fifteen years of his life 

( i,e, from 1649 to 1664 ) practically as an independent 
king. He died accitlently at Basavapattana on the 23rd January 
1664. ‘At his death his conquests included Anegondi, Basava- 
pattan, Kanakagiri, Bangalore, Kolar, Arni, Ginji, Tegena- 
pattam, ( Cuddalore } and Porto Novo, besides his personal 


estates scattered about in the Deccan and the Karnatak,’ 


(c) Shahaji'ts attitude towards Shivaji and parti- 
cularly towards his activities have been explicitly mentioned 
above, When he was released by Adil Shah he spoke to Kanhoji 


Jedhe and Lohkare, He asked them to be loyal to Shivaji, 


Zi. In addition to this there were 35 poets who were not 
very famous, Jayaram Pindye had given the names of 


all these poets, 
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When Shahaji joined the services of Adilshahi, he left his 
artillery, camels, horses and elephants in the Jahagir of 
Poona, Supa and Chakan, He also kept pn amount of 
money which Shivaji later on utilised for erecting a new 
ee The most important contribution was the. 'personnel' 
which Shahaji left for Shivaji, Dadaji Kondadeo in Poona, 
Habshi at Bigapur ( Visapur ), Phirangoji Narasala at Chakan, 


Sambhaji Mohite in Supa and Nilakantharao in Purandar, These 


were the trusted and loyal men who helped Shivaji, Shivaji's 
activities near about Poona cotipelaea Shahaji, as Was expe- 
dient, to repremand his 'recalcitrant' son, Shahaji main- 
tained good relations with the Adil Shah without in any way 


hampering the good work that Shivaji was doing. 
Shahaji and Shivaji : 


According to Shivadigvijay', Adil Shah and Shivaji 
entered into a secret treaty, in 1661, ‘he reason for both 
the parties entering into an agreement, was the fear from 
Emperor Aurangzeb, Shahaji advised Adil Shaha that he 
should enter into an agreement with Shivaji, Shivaji was 
also prepared to join hands with Adil Shah, The point 
which must be noted is that Adilshah and Shivaji entered 
into agreement as equals, and not as Emperor and his vassal 
king. Adil Shah had not insisted that Shivaji should enter 
into the services of Bijapur, It was decided that Shivaji's 
envoy Shamji Naik Punde should reside at Bijapur, Adil Shah 


must not employ any envoy at Shivaji’s Darbar, Adil Shah 


ey 


was to pay every year an amount of seven lacs of Hons as 
Peshakas { tribute }. After this treaty it was possible 

for Shahaji to enter into chivaji's territory. ‘Shivaji and 
Shahaji - son and father - had not seen each other for the 
last twenty four years, Shahaji expressed his desire to 
visit the holy places, like Tuljapur. He was also eager to 
see his grand child, He, accordingly first went to Tuljapur, 
visited the Bhavani Devi, Thereafter he reached Shingnapur 
via Pandharpur, from Shingnapur he went to Phaltan, It was 
decided that Shahaji and Shivaji should see each other 
according to ancient Hindu religious tradition, so the place 
chosen for such a visit was Khandoba's temple at Jejuri, 
Shahaji and Shivaji visited each other with other members 

of the family after performing some religious rites, Shahaji 
visited later on many forts like Hajgad, Torna, Sinhagad, 
Purandar, Pratapgad, Vishalgad, Panhala, Rangna, Raygad, etc, 
Shahaji had already advised Shivaji to choose Haygad as his 
capital, After visiting many forts, observing artillery, 
army, Pagas, Horses, kept by Shivaji in excellent condition 
Shahaji was obviously very much pleased, He presented a 
sword named 'Tuléat to Shivaji and returned to Karnatak via 
Jejuri, He also advised Shivaji about the policy to be 
followed in relation to Adil Shah and Aurangzeb, What 
transpired between the two, is not known to History, Shahaji 
went to Sangalore to subdue the Naik of Bidnur and some 
Palegars of Basavapattan who had recently revoited. By 


this time Shivaji had looted Surat, Shivaji in the north 


Because nationality is a peculiar integrating force. The 
concept of nationality is subjective and abstract, A 
number of elements are responsible for creating the senti- 
ment of nationality. Territory, race, language, history 
and traditions, common religion, common interest, common 
political associations and common hopes of political unity 


are the elements on which nationality is based, Nationality 


26 
is a quality of corporate personality ( 4gTiTeg of 
and 4ertreg Ws ). The different forces that shaped 


this corporate personality were working from the days of 
Dyaneshwar, i.e, from the last quarter of the 13th century. 
Shivaji was the symbol of Maharashtra Dharma - which was 


at the root of this Maharashtra najya,. 
Elements of Nationalism = Dyaneshwar to Tukaram : 


From Dyaneshwar to Tukaram and Ramdas, Maharashtra 
had a continuous glorious tradition of saints who sowed the 
seeds of nationalism. Common language, history, traditions, 
etc, are the essential elements of nationalism, that is the 
elements which forged unity, cohesiveness and oneness among 
the peoples of Maharashtra, Dyaneshwar was the first to 
interpret Sanskrit Bhagwat Gita in Marathi. Hitherto, the 
language of the intellectuals was Sanskrit; and Prakrit 


languages were looked gown upon, Thus the doors of knowledge 


were opened to common people, for this purpose Dyaneshwar 


{d) We shall now note the relations between 
Shivaji and foreign settlements on the Western coast, 
During this period, ive from 1645 - 60 the important 
foreign settlements were (1) Portuguese at Vasai, Sashti, 
Chaul and Goa, (2) sritish at Bombay, Surat and Hajapur, 
(3) smghals at Janjira - i,e. Siddis who were nominally 
under Bijapur but actually their own masters, who pretended 


to pay homage to the adil shah or to the Mughal Emperor as 


it suited to their convenience, (4) French and butch, wher ! 
ae ee 


Out of all these foreigners, Fortuguese and Siddis 

were powerful, However, Portuguese monopoly of trade was 

on the decline, The hap toi ened were essentially 

traders seeking concessions from native rulers for exchanging _ 
their merchandise, These foreigners watched political 
situation and events in this part of India, for their own 
safety and the safety and security of their business, It 
compelled them to play a double game, '‘Duplicity was the 

very breath of their nostrils and diplomatic negotiations 


were intended to cut both ways, if possiple,' 


Shivaji, is perhaps, the only Indian ruler in the 
17th century, who bestowed much attention on the sea, He 
built up a new navy, ‘the new state of Maharashtra which was 
emerging, was so situated that its western fringe became 
very important, Shivaji had the foresisht, He visualised 
the dangers of these powers, particularly the activities of 


the Siddis and the Portuguese, whe religious policy of 


intolerence adopted by fortuguese was welleknown, 'Their 
officers used to exact all kinds of compulsory service, 
popularly known as Vetha ( 2s ) from their subjects and 
their political opponents without paying attention or regard 
whatever to their birth, position, caste, etc, .. The 
Prabhus had under pain of being forcibly converted to 
Christianity ... After the rise of Maratha power good many 
Prabhu families fled from their Christian rulers and souzht 
refuge under the comparatively mild sway of the Marathas,' 

( S.M. Nayak's History of the Pattan Prabhus, pages 69-70 } 
Portuguese prohibited Hindus of Chaul, even to bathe in 
the sea, It is obvious Shivaji hated them most, kven the 
British East India Company has recorded the conflict between 
Portuguese and Shivaji on this account, It states that, 

' Shivaji hates Portuguese because rortuguese convert the 
Hindu children into toman Catholic and therefore there is a 


constant quarrel among them. 


tEnglish' had the first political contact with 
Shivaji in January 1660, Shivaji's troops came upto Hajapur 
in pursuit of the three junks of Afzal Khan, ‘the English 
prevented the seizure of these boats and the goods contained 
in them, A year later Shivaji surprised sajapur and plunder- 


ed the English factory and arrested four prisoners, It was 
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really a revenge because the tnglish had given aid to Siddi 
Johar at the seige of fort Panhala, : tnglish had not only 
supplied ammunition to Siddi Johar but, allowed to use 
inglish flag while bomabrding the fort Panhala, Therefore, 
there is nothing wrong, if Shivaji retaliated for this act 
on the part of English. #nglish demanded the compensation, 


but it was not paid by ohivaji. 


Shivaji's policy towards all these foreign settle- 
ments was based upon justice, He allowed them to trade, 
firstly on one condition that they should not dabble in 
local politics, Secondly, these settlements should not 
undertake the work of religious conversion end religious 


a 
intolerence as practised by Portuguese. Shivaji'ts aim was 


to wrest this land ( Konkan ) from the domination of the 
foreigners, Another side of this aid was to subjugate the 
Hindu Chiefs and najas who had either remained vassal of 
Bijapur or asserted their feudal independence. It was 
necessary to bring them into the new state, ven the 
foreigners have stated his policy in no uncertain terms, 

For example, Gyfford on the 24th May 1663, writes 'All the 
way, as he ( Shivaji ) goes along, he gives his qual ( aTS 

= assurance ) promising them that neither he nor his soldiers 


shall in the least do any wrong to any body that takes his 


qual, which promise he hitherto has kept.' 
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Chapter IV, 
B - 1660 - 74. 
Shift in the Policy : 


Aurangzeb crowned himself as an Emperor on the 
5th June 1659. While he was Subhedar of Deccan, he had 
tried his level best to destroy Deccani kingdoms like 


—_— 


Bijapur and Golkonds, aAuranezeb's policy towards these 


ee — 


Muslim Sultans and Shivaji can be stated like this - 

(a) His ultimate aim was to extinguish adilshahi and 
hutubshahi - which he realised in 1686 and 1687 respectivelt, 
(b) Shivaji was exploiting the anarchical situation in 
Adilshahi, by conquering and strengthening himself. During 
his tenure as a Viceroy of Ueccan ( 1653-57 ), saurangzeb 
probably of ae understodd the "real" aim of Shivaji. He 
thought about shivaji as a ‘rising Maratha Sardar’, who 
would probably be satisfied with a Mansab from the Mughal 
Hmperor, wherefore, he seamiaved connived at the activities 
of Shivaji, as long as Shivaji was fighting against Bijapur, 


(c) Once the territories belonging to Adilshahi and wutbshahi 


_are_ brought under the Mughal rule, Aurangzeb thought, Shivaji 


would not get an opportunity to expand his territory and 

that Shivaji could be easily crushed. He, therefore, adopted 
a neutral attitude, when Shivaji was conquering the terri - 
tories including Dabhol port -~ belonging to Bijapur, In 


addition to that, aurangzeb himself conquerea Bidar fort 


( 29th March 1657 ) and Kalyani fort ({ 2nd august 1657 ); - 


belonging to Bijapur, 


Aurangzebd's policy towards Shivaji changed when 
he heard the news of Shivaji’s attack upon Junnar, After 
being firmly settled on the throne of Delhi, he sent one 
of his highest generals - Shahistakhan ~ as Subhedar of 
Deccan to suppress Shivaji. ohahistakhan entered Poona on 
the 9th May, 1660, defeating the Maratha opposition on his 
way. Now ‘Maratha kingdom! hag to face a very powerful 
enemy in the person of Shahistakhan, and therefore, it was 
essential to adopt a new political policy, The new policy 
was based upon three principles - (i) The southern king - 
doms should sink their internal rivalries and they should 
form an alliance to face the common enemy. (ii) North 
versus South - Southern Patshahis should remain in the 
hands of southerners, (iii) It is our duty to protect our 
land, o%hivaji consistantly followed this policy upto the 
end of his life, though certain occasions compelled him to 
change his policy for the time being. This change in the 
policy was not a fundamental one but only a diplomatic one, 
Because BRE Shivaji neither had given up the ideal of 
establishing 'Hindavi Swarajyat or 'Maharashtra kajya' , nor 


had he side-tracted it. He realised his aim in 1674. 


SY 


Shahista Khan and Prince “angg in 


shahista Khan occupied Poona from the 9th May 1660 
to the middle of 1663. During this period the Mughals 


reconquered Kalyan and dominated Northern Konkan, JDirect 
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fight with a large Mughal army was beyond question, ‘here- 
fore, Shivaji had to adopt the policy of surprise, terror 
and coup and Guerilla warfare. The great coup in Shahista 
Khants camp ( or Lal Mahal ) took place on the night of 

5th April 1663. Philip Gyfford writes, ".... with 400 
choice men, ( Shivaji ) went to Shahista Khan's camp; there 
upon some pretence he got into his tent to salam and presently 
slew all the watch, killed Shahista Khan's eldest son, his 
son-in-law, twelve of his chief women, forty great persons 
attending their general, wounded Shahista Khan with his own 
hand ( and thought to death, but since hears he lives ) 
wounded six more of his wives, two more his sons; and after 
all this returns but losing six men and forty wounded. 
10,000 horse under HKaja Jaswat Singh standing still and 
never offered to pursue him... vShivaji tells his men, his 


parameshwar bid him Qoudc, a 


The consequences of such master strokes were - (1) 
Shahista Khan was transferred to Jengal, which is described 
as ‘hell crammed with good things.! (2) It created terror 
about Shivaji'ts prowess in the Mughal Court and camp. (3) 


Shivaji was fast acquiring a reputation for working miracles. 
Guerilla Warfare - surat I, 


Shahista Khan, backed up by powerful Mughal army 
and Shivaji, was certainly an unequal match, There are only 


two alternatives in such an unequal match, ~ (2) Complete 


51 
surrender, and (b) Guerilla warfare, Shivaji never 


allowed breathing time to his enemy and acted with 
incredible swiftness, Soon after his coup in Poona, he 
descended into Konkan and struck a blow there on the 

Sawant of Kudal. From southern Konkan Shivaji 'suddenly 
turned north and blitzed 'Surat' in the first week of 
January 1664. After careful consideration, Surat was 
decided as the 'target' for attack, (1) Surat was the most 
important trading centre, where suropeans bateok tee like 
British, Dutch etc, had their settlements (2) It is a 
religious centre, in the sense that from here, every year 
kuslim pilgrims used to go to Macca. (3) If Surat is looted 
it will prove beyond doubt, the inefficiency, unpFeparedness, 
insecurity for trading communities thus resulting into the 


loss of revenue; and the most important factor was (4) the 


shock which the Mughals will have, 


From the 6th January to 10th January Shivaji looted 
Surat. His main target was not the 'loot' as such but the 
‘revenge'. The sritish prisoner, Mr, anthony omith, who was 
arrested by Shivaji's soldiers was brought before Shivaji, 
and ' was asked what he was and such like questions, and at 
last, 'Sevajee told that he was not come to doe any persoaal 
hurte to the English or other merchants but only to revenge 
him selfe of Oram deb ( the great Mughal } because he had 


invaded his country ... ' Thevenot, who passed through Surat 


51. North Vietnam had adopted the same policy, 
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two years afterwards have noted : tAll the rest of the town 
was plundered except the monastery of the Capucius, When 
the plundere@s infront of their convent they passed by, and 
they had orders from their chief to do likewise, because én 
the eve of the very first day, Father Ambrose, who was their 
superior, moved with pity for the Christians inhabiting 
Sourat, went to this daja to speak to them in their favour 
and to beg him at least to do no violence to their persons. 
Sivagy had respect for him, He took him under his protection 
and granted him what he wanted for the Uhristians. 'Cosme 
da Guarda categorically confirms : 'Men, women and children 
ran naked without knowing where and to whom, s8ut no one 

was in the peril of his life, for it was the strict order of 
Sevagy, that unless resistance was offered, no one should be 
killed, and as none resisted none perisned. ( Compare the 
atrocities committed by Nadir Shah in Delhi and Muslim 
Emperors in general.) Valentyn states ... ' He ( Shivaji ) 
distributed the less valuable things ... among the poor, 
whereby many acquired much more than what they had lost 
through fire and pillage ... ( Shivaji ) ... departed ... 
delighted to have plucked such a fine feather from aAurang- 
zebts tail.' All these statements by foreigners prove that 
Shivajits aim in attacking Surat was mainly political and 
neither financial nor religious, Shivaji achieved his 


political aim, 
“ 
Policy of Sama, Dam and Bhed : ( aS, Gla & 4q ) 


Shivaji'ts raid on Surat had dealt a blow to the 


en pey » v. 


prestige of the aAurangzeb's Empire, Firstly Surat was to 

be fortified and to set it on the road to recovery, secondly 
Aurangzeb decided to open a grand offensive against Shivaji. 
Prince Muazzam, who succeeded Shahista Khan as Mughal Subhedar 
of Deccan was a sluggard and apent his time in caring only 
for pleasure and hunting and so was Jaswant Singh. 50, 
Aurangzeb sent his ablest generals Mirza maja Jay Singh of 
Amber .and Dilir Khan. & Jai Singh, who was now about sixty 
years old, had served Mughal army for nearly forty seven 
years and had travelled from Balkh in central Asia to Bijapur 
in south. He was a first rate diplomat, a man of tact and 
patience, was able to speak many languages, ' His foresight 
and political cunning, his smoothness of tongue, and cool 
calculating policy were in striking contrast with ... the 
Kajput character,' Unfortunately, he allowed himself to be 
exploited by a foreign, fanatic, orthodox ifuslim ruler to 
suppress a native, religious, nationalist, budding Hindu 


king like shivaji. 


Jai Singh started from North in September 1664 and 
arrived in Aurangabad on the 13th February 1665 and reached 
Poona on the 3rd March 1665 and occupded it. He lost no 
time in augmenting his forces by despatching orders to the 
various Sardars, foreign settlements etc. by using many 
means ( Wealth and !iansab ) XM Jai Singh had broken the Maratha 
unity. Fazal Khan, More were already the enemies, Jai Singh 
attempted that Portuguese, Jutch, English and Siddi shall 


march against Shivaji at that very moment. European arti - 


artillery had helped in conquering Purandhar Fort. ‘The 
first thing that Sevazgy did was to tempt this general 

( Jai Singh ) as he had done the other, He sent him a very 
large and very valuable present desiring his friendship. 

( Policy of Wa ). The Haya ( Jai Singh ) refused both 
and ordered to inform Sevagy that he had not come to receive 

presents but to subdue him; and for his { Shivajits ) own 
good, he asked him to yield and avoid many deaths, or he 


would make him yield by force. this resolution perturbed 


Sevagy. ( Cosme da Guarda ), When the policy of «fq 

failed Shivaji employed another policy of He wrote 
oe 

a letter to Jai Singh as a Hindu. Shivaji writes ..,. 


’ it is astonishing that a few handful Muslims are governing 
so vast a country of ours, ‘their mastery over this land is 
not the fruit of their valour ... We should now try our 
utmost to protect Hindus. Hindustan and hindu religion.! 
If you would help me, ... ' I will remove the name of Islam 
from Deccan,’ In order to rouse the fighting spirit of 
aaja Jai Singh, Shivaji further writes that Jai Singh should 
attack the enemies of Hindu religion and root out the Islam 
( from India ). ‘' I will show you the secret letter which 


I have picked up from Shahista Khan's pocket,' 


When this policy of GT4 and TG failed and 


Gus was out of question, Shivaji adopted the last method 
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i.e. SA after nearly two and half months ({ 3rd March 
1665 to 20th May 1665 ) Shivaji opened negotiations through 
itaghunath Pandit but Jai Singh insisted on a personal inter. 
view, Accordingly, it took place on the 1ith June, 1665 

and Shivaji spent a couple of days as Jai Singh's guest, 

the treaty of Purandhar was signed on the 12th June, 1665. 
By this treaty Shivaji ceded 23 forts and adjacent land 
yielding four lakhs of hons a year and retained only 12 
forts and lands of the annual value of one lakh of hons and 
further he agreed to serve Velhi government as a loyal 


vassal, 


the treaty of Purandhar ( 1665 }) was a severe blow 
to the politically developing Maharashtra nation, The 
dream of establishing a new independent sovereign national 
state was shattered to pieces and Shivaji became a vassal 
king of Aurangzeb, whom he hated most, xaja Jai Singh of 
Amber the most obedient and loyal servant of Aurangzeb was 
following the tragition of staja Man Singh of Jaypur and 
Shivaji was following the tradition of Pratap Singh of 
Udaypur. A year later, Jai Singh had thought of murdering 
Shivaji “ by adopting treacherous and immoral means, 
Shivaji shrewdly avoided becoming a tiansabdar, Sambhaji 
attended the Mughal camp on the 18th June, 1665. Shivaji 


accepted the Mughal Firman on the 27th September 1665, 


5s Patrasarsangrah, Part I, 1067, 1068. 
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Shivajits force now joined the Mughal forces when Jai Singh 
eex set out on the invasion of Bijapur on 19th November 
1665. Jai Singh reached twelve miles from Bijapur where 

he came across stiff resistance, 14000 Mughal soldiers 

and many officers were killed. ohivaji was wrongly 
blamed for it, Jai Singh, in despair began his retreat on 
the 25th January 1666, He died in disgrace, at Burhanpur 


on his way back to Delhi, on the 28th august 1667. 
Visit to agra : 


Jai Singh has persuaded Aurangzeb to invite Shivaji 
to visit the Emperor in person and to adopt a policy of 
concilation, On the other hand, he prevailed upon Shivaji 
by ‘a thousand devices’ to undertake a visit to Agra, which 
Shivaji reluctantly accepted, after making masterly 
arrangements for the safety and administration of his 
territories during his absence, Shivaji left najgad on the 
5th wiarch 1666, and reached near Agra on 11th May 1066. 
Shivaji was to have been presented to Aurangzeb, on his 
birth day varbar on 12th Morning. But owing to xam Singh 
Kachvas bungling ( Shivaji's nost ), Shivaji met xam Singh 
in the heart of the city at noon, after the public Darbar 
had broken up, Ham Singh hurried Shivaji to Agra Fort, 
where he was presented to the Emperor, who received his 


gifts but said not one word of welcome in return, then 
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Shivaji was led back and made to stand in the third row 
of Nobles, oshivaji felt humiliated and angrily protested 
to Ham Singh and refused to accept Mughal riansab, The 
result was that Shivaji was kept in detention in charge of 
ham Singh, but with a guara of agra police-prefects men 


round his tent. 


iffect of Shivajits flight from agra : 


When all hope of deliverence was lost, Shivaji 
turned to effecting his own deliverence. He sent home his 
men and escaped from his tent on the 19th August 1666, with 
his son Sambhaji, concealed in big baskets of sweets, By 
moving in disguise, he reached xajgad on 12 September 1666, 
After two months, Shri Krishnaji Vishwasrao brought Sambhaji 
safely. On the 20th November 1666, the news of Shivaji's 
return was authoritatively Pes ne 8. Shivaji'ts 
successful flight proved that-aurangzeb's Empire is not 
invincible, it restored the faith that 'Shivaji does 
miracles’, it rekindled the hope of establishing 'Hindavi 
Owarajyat ( which was practically extinguished by the 
treaty of Pumandhar in 1665 }, it gave freedom to Maharashtra 


and a blow to both Jai Singh and auranezeb. 
Policy of Offence 


After his return from Agra, Shivaji had not started 
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immediately, an offensive campaign against the Muchal 
Empire. Because, he knew perfectly well that it will be 
Suicidal, Inspite of the worst treatment, insult and 
imprisonment at the hands of Aurangzeb, Shivaji, outwardly 
at least, kept a friendly policy with Aurangzeb. aurang- 
zeb was also occupied with the suppression of Yusufzai 
rebellion at Peshawar ( larch 1667 ). Shivaji appealed to 
the Prince Muazzam, who was again appointed as Subhedar of 
—_— 

Veccan, to become his patron, At his recommendation, 
Aurangzeb recognised Shivaji as a itaja = and a loyal vassal, 


Sambhaji was restored to his Mansabdari and was sent to 


Aurangabad, 


buring the period of three years ( 1667 - 1669 ) 

Shivaji kept friendly relations with saurangzeb. He utilised 
these three years for organising his government, repairing 
his forts and making sufficient provisions over them, He 
extended his power on the western coast at the expense of 
Bijapur and the Siddis. shivaji opened his offensive with 
great vigour in 16070. Because time was now opportune for 
it - (1) Mughal power in the Veccun was weakened by quarrels 
between Dilir Khan and Prince Muazzam, (2) Aurangzeb was 
insulted by the smperor of Iran, (3) fhe campaign of Jai 


Ss -— S 
Singh against Bijapur was unsuccessful; { to that extent 
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against Marathas also ) (4) Aurangzeb adopted a policy of 
religious persecution - (1) a letter from Vasai ( Bassein ) 
dated the 10th December 1667 communicates the news that 
'Liziya' had been reimposed upon Hindus sf) (2} a letter 
from Bombay ( Garry to Lord arlington ) mentions “ the 
fanaticism of Aurangzeb, destruction of many Hindu temples, 
This very letter explains the cause of Shivaji's offensive 
policy against the Mughals, fhis letter also mentions 
about the forcible conversions of Hindus, (3) He ( aAurang- 
zeb ) reimposed taxes upon the Hindu merchants of Surat, 

On several occasions Hindu traders and merchants observed 
'Hartal’ in Surat. (4) Lhe worst act of Aurangzeb was that 
he demolished ( August - September 1669 } the temple of 
Kashi Vishweshwar at Benaras and erected there a Masjid. 
the temple of Kashi Vishweshwar was ( and even to day is ) 
the most important sanctuary, When Shivaji heard the news 
that ‘the temple of Kashi Vishweshwar is demolished’, he 
wrote a stunning letter to aurangzeb, ‘The result of the 
policy of Aurangzeb can be imagined, ohivaji adopted 
aggressive policy against the ffuehal kmpire as a fitting 
reply to saurangzeb's policy of religious 2: 

(5) Aurangzeb issued orders to arrest Prataprao Gujar and 


Niraji Pant, who were at aurangabad with Sambhaji according 
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to the treaty of Purandhar, Prince Muazzam secretly 
communicated the news to Prataprao Gujar and Niraji Pant 
and asked them to leave Aurangabad, This incident clearly 


reflected the aim of Aurangzeb, 
Offensive 


Marathas opened offensive with great vigour, many 
of ceded forts were recaptured, JUuring the period of three 
years, i.e. 16606 - 1009, Shivaji had raised a large army. 
The English factories at Surat wrote in March 1670, that 
y see Shivaji marches ... with an army of 30,000 men, 
conquering as he goes.’ ohivaji sacked Surat for the 
second time ( 3rd Uctober to 5th October 1670 ). His 
purpose of sacking Surat, Mis clearly stated by the French, 
English and the Dutch people who were there, According to 
Abbe Carre ... ' AS the purpose of Sevagy was only to make 
fun of the great Mogol, he did not exert himself further 
and did no harm to the people.’ The French, the Dutch and 
the tneglish were given * a timely notice to display their 
standards on the top of their terraces that they may be 
saved thereby from the fury of the soldiers ... ' The 
English lost one soldier, the french ‘two black servants’ 
and the Dutch none : ' we could only oppose to Shivaji's 


horde, 35 men in all, but they not molest us.’ 


fhe Marathas flushed with victory burst into all 
directions. Trimbak, sAhiwant and three otner forts, 


Khandesh, berar, Bahadurpura, Karanja, Baglan and Salher 


were captured and Mogol territory was looted, As a 


retaliation, Vilir Khan seized Hoona ( Vecember 1671 ) and 


-'massacred all its inhabitants above the age of nine years,' 


This was replied by Marathas at Salher, Baglan was captured 
in 1672. Kolwan, Jawhar, Darampur were conquered. tin 
November 1672, liaratha army made a lightning raid nto Berar 
and Telangana, In 1673, Bijapuri Kamara was invaded, Hubli 
was sacked, in the same year Bankapur was sackea, oshivaji 
reached upto Kadra, In april 1674 Shivaji was able to keep 
his hold on Kudal, the tani of Bednur promised to pay an 


annual tribute, Panhala was recaptured on the 6th march, 


* 1673. 


Mughal Reaction : 


The Maratha blow at Salher to Mughal army was so 
powerful that the Hmperor at Delhi was shocked, Sabhasad 
Bakhar states - : ™ The Badshah at Delhi felt much dis- 
tressed at the bad news, For three days He did not come 
out into the Hall of Fublic Audience, So sad was he that 
he said, 'It seems God has taken away the Badshahi from 
Musalmans and conferred it on Shivaji.' as per their tradi- 
tions, Persian records are silent on this; but the English 
records had confirmed the victory. It states that Marathas 


‘forced the two generals ( Bahlot Khan and [khlas Khan ), 


who with their armies had entered into scevagy's country, to 
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retreat with shame and loss.' aAurangzeb wrote a strong 

letter { according to Jayram ) asking them 'to bring into 

a commonfold all the enemies of Shivaji like Adil shah, 

Kutubd shah, Firangis, Hashbis and the iughal army should 
conquer all the Cecbitery beleeeame to Shivaji. Shivaji 

will not*be able to reside on forts for long and therefore, 

he will surrender.' s#ut Bahadur Khan and Dilir Khan replied 
that ' It is of no use. He ( ohivaji ) possesses many strong 
forts and ... even if we try for hundred years he will not 
surrender, we have therefore, no alternative but to enter 
into a treaty agreement with him. We have accordingly, 
despatched one srahmin envoy to ohivaji for discussion and 

in return he has despatched one Huslim envoy named kazi Haider, 
to us, Kindly, order us to enter into treaty agreement ( with 
Shivaji ). However, aAuranczeb was not prepared to have a 
treaty with Shivaji, With the result Kazi Haider was arrested 
and was confined on the fort of Parinda. However, the situa- 
tion was such, Mughal generals were prepared to establish 
peace by entering into treaty agreement with Shivaji, This 
shows that the time was ripe to transform 'de facto' sovereign 
state of Shivaji into tde jure' sovereign state by performing 
the Coronation ceremony according to Hindu religious tradi- 


G ions. 
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Chapter IV 
C = 1674 
The Coronation of Shivaji : 
Reasons 
(a) Practical - 


There are many reasons why Shivaji cot himself crowned 
at haygad on Friday 5th June 1674, he reasons can be broadly 
classified into two categories namely (a) practical reasons 
and (b) Ideological reasons, Political scientists have 
accepted a few advantages of monarchical forms of governments. 
they are chiefly, respect for law on the part subjects, 
obedience, continuity, etc, So long as Shivaji was not 
crowned, he was not respected like a king by the osardars and 
subjects and foreign powers, British and other foreign 

7. records have described Shivaji as a predatory, Henry 
Oxenden who was present at the time of Coronation ceremony 
( najyabhishek ) at naygad * was assured that the najah 
would after his coronation act more like a prince by taking 
care of his subjects and endeavouring the advancenients of 
commerce and trade 4n his dominions which he could not attend 
before being in perpetual wars with the kings of Vizapore 

oN and the Great Mogull.' ‘he other practical difficulty was 
in respect of the old Maratha Sardars, Maratha sardars like 
Shirke, Mohite, Mahadik and others whose traditional social 


and political status was higher than that of Shivaji, thought 
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it below their dignity to bow their heads before Shivaji. 
According to Shivadigvi jay oe when Shivaji realised this 
situation he asked Balaji avaji about the remedy. He 
replied - tthe king who sits on the throne is respected like 
a God by the people.t He further said that 'you ( Shivaji ) 
should te able to prove that you are Kshatriya, because a 
kshatriya alone is entitled to wear a crown and perform a 
coronation ceremony, That is why Shivaji had to prove that 
he was a kshatriya, and that he belonged to Sisodia Family 
of Hajputs, And hence the traditional ceremonies like 


sacred thread ceremony etc, were performed, It is said that 


Swami Hamdas was present at the time of sacred thread cere- 
P - ~.. 
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mony of Shivaji. The third practical reason was to impress 


upon the people by performing all the ancient traditional 
ceremonies Which accompany the major tajyabhishek ceremony, 
The common people could not find in Shivaji the traditional 
splendour and lustre reSulting from certain specific tradi- 
tions and customs which are observed by the hoyal Families. 
Sabhasad Bakhar has given the practical and ideological 
reason why Shivaji got himself crowned, Sabhasad Bakhar 
states rk ~ According to the opinion of Bhat ( Brahmins ) 


and Gosavis, Muslim Badshahas occupy the throne, become 


Chhatrapati and rule over the territory, and how it is that 
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Shivaji maje, who has humblea four Muslim Patshahis, who 
has a military force of 75,000 horse, several forts and 
Ports, has no throne to sit upon ? Therefore he thought to 
himself that a Maratha king should become Gitetieap deen 

when he was fully convinced about it, he summoned all the 


65 
prominent people for discussion. In the discussion 


everybody supported the idea of coronation. Therefore, Bhat 
and Gosavi ( i.e. Brahmins ) said that Shivaji should get 
himself crowned, “* When this decision was taken then 
followed the normal procedure, The Family lree of the xaje 
was investigated, It was found that Shivaji belonged to 
Sisode hajput Family, Une branch ( family ) of this family 
came to the south from north, During the intervening period, 
the observation of certain family traditions gradually 
elapsed, Hence there was the necessity of reviving those 
traditions, oso it was essential to perform the sacred thread 
ceremony to which high caste aneee ae were entitled, When 
Shivaji performed this ceremony, he became pure, high caste 
kshatriya, 'Then it was decided that the coronation cere- 
mony should be performed according to the traditional Hindu 
customs, A Sinhasan ( throne }, weighing 32 maunds ( roughly 
lbs. 2,560 ) was constructed, «ater of seven great rivers 
was vrought,. water from important rivers, sea, holy places 
was also brought, Special pots of gold were prepared for 


Abhishek, Shivaji bowed his head before the learned Brahmins 


65. Note the procedure which Shivaji followed. ‘his proves 


beyond doubt that he was not a despot or an autocrat, 


and sat upon a special square sized seat made of gold. then 
the Brahmins and Ministers showered the noly water through 
gold pots, afterwards, saluting the Sinnasan, Shivaji sat 
upon the throne and thus became a real king, or de jure king. 
Sabhasad proudly states, that this was not a small achieve- 
ment, Everywhere there are at present Muslim rulers or 
Patshahas, Shivaji is the only ( Hindu ) Maratha ruler who 


Was become a Chhatrapati." 
(bo) Ideological 
Maharashtra Dharma 


vabhasad Bakhar has already referred to practical 
as well as ideological reason - the ideological reason being 
that everywhere there are tuslim kings or Badshahas governing 
Hindus and there was not a single Maratha Badshaha or king. 
Only now the Maharashtrians felt that they have their own 
king and that they have their own kingdom. the dream of 
establishing Maharashtra Uharma ( 4gTite¢g a. ) was 
realised when Shivaji crowned himself as a king. rrom the 
13th century onwards there was the deeply rooted concept 
amongs the Hindus that the Muslim power in general, cannot 
be defeated, After the collapse of the Vijayanagar Empire, 
Shivaji was the first Hindu to prove that Muslim power can 
be defeated, The importance which is attached to Russo- 
Japanese war of 1905 and its political impact upon the 
nationalist movements in Asian states, ke is the only 


example which can be compared with Shivajits achievement. 


By crowning himself, Shivaji proved beyond doubt that Muslim 


power is not invincible. 
Cherished Uream 
Background 


The establishment of Mliaharashtra Dharma was long 
standing cherished dream of the Maharashtrians, Té#% Though 
the rulers might belong to different religion. Dyaneshwar oe 
has advised Hindus to follow their own religion, His advice 
to a certain extent checked the temptation amongst those 
Hindus who perhaps would have tempted to adopt Muslim religion 
for selfish motives, He further asked kshatriyas to fight 
with the enemies because there is nothing more proper for 
kshatriyas than to resort to fichting. He stressed the 
principle of equality amongst different castes in hindus, 


The Pandharpur movement or the Cult of Vithoba was started 


by Lyaneshwar, has the same goal to achieve, Vithoba was 

the symbol of unity amongst “aharashtrians, Vithoba was not 
amere a Leity to be worshipped at, it was much more than 
that. the famous saint fukaram has properly described 
Vithoba, He says that ' Vithoba is the deaaly enemy of these 
Asuras. He protects his disciples.' de further describes 
Vithoba as a symibol of prowess, Vithoba is the full incarna- 


tion of the Gods Rama and Krishna, The Vithoba at Pandharpur 


66. Dyaneshwar, 


S75 Tukeram, 


It means in Maharashtra Dharma all the important principles 
to be observed are incluaed viz, Vedic principles, principles 


of family tradition and the principles of local traditions, 
KRstablishment of Traditional Hindu nelicion 


shivaji got himself crowned not because he had a 
personal desire of pleasure or greatness, put because he had 
fulfilled a national cause, realised a long standing dream 
of Maharashtra Dharma being established, The political aim 


behind the coronation was to terrorise those who opposed 
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traditional Hindu religion, and to remove the deeply rooted 
impact of IHuslim domination from the minds of Hindus. The 
idea behind establishing Manarashtra Dharma was, on one hand 
to remove the inferiority complex of the Hdincus and their 
misconception about the invincibility of Muslims; on the 
other hand to make people feel that this is their own kinedom, 
it is meant for their happiness rand for observation of their 
religion, From 1645 Shivaji had triple ideas before him viz, 
Maharashtra should become independent, the people of Maharashtra 
should live freely and fearlessly and the protection of 
religion, All the three ideals were reakised when according 
to ancient Hindu tratdtitions Shivaji crowned himself in 1674 


at nayzaad,. 
Coronation Ceremony 


The Gaga Bhatta, who was the chief priest at the 
oo. 
Coronation Ceremony at saygad, was a well known authority 
in India, well versed in Vedas and an author many learned 


books, His book 'Kayastha dharma deep! ( aT SCT ) 
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Shivaji's statesmanship to have conceived of all the 
implications of an Abhishikta caja (afafqaa tear ) and 
the significance of the unique title of Chhatrapati 

{ gaata }. No Hindu or Indian prince, or for that 
matter any ruler whatsoever had borne the significant name 
of Chhatrapati symbolising the protective umbrella ... 

A very good illustration of the manner in which the Chhatra. 
pati discharged his trust as leader and protector of Hindu 
Dharma and civilization is to be found in an important 
document a which might be considered as Magna Carta of 
Maratha Swarajya, This document traces the past history 
and atrocities committed by Muslim rulers, It states that 
through the instrumentality of Shivaji, it was God Shankar 

( dra ) defeated the Muslim and will do the same in the 
future, It has assured every community within the Hindu 
society to follow their own traditions and customs. If any 
one raises any dispute within the community then that 
community should communicate it to Shivaji immediately, ‘It 
assures to render the most speedy and impartial justice to 
all who should invoke shivaji's dispensation following 
established traditions, ,scriptures and public opinion; and 
calls upon people of all communities to act with one accord 
and co-operate with the government in defeating the Muslims 
coming from the North,’ This proves the real political aim 
why Shivaji crowned himself, The ideals which Shivaji cherish- 


ed continued to dominate the whole of the Maratna Polity in 


92, SR. Sheen — THt foundiry So Maratha Bein At 
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D = 1674 = 1680 
hkeforms 
Official Language and Almanac : 


The very first thing, which Shivaji had to do when 
his coronation ceremony was completed, was to look after 
the administration, The happiness of the subjects lies 
in the clean and efficient administration of the State, 
Therefore, in order to realise the aim of the state, i.e, 
the happiness of the people, he issued 'Kanujabte's - 

i.e. state orders in which we see the clearcut division of 
administrative work, The Kanujabtes were issued on the 21st 
June 1674, Administrative system of Shivaji was based upon 


the famous ancient system of Ashta-Pradhan, The names of 


the different ministries are in Sanskrit and not in Persian, 
The administration was to be carried out in the language 

of the people, and not in the Persian - which was obviously 
a foreign language. In order that the regional language 
should flourish and Persian language driven out of official 
correspondence, Shivaji asked Raghunath Pandit to compose 
‘Rajyavyavahar Kosh' { THT T Bra ) = a dictionary of 
words on state-administration. In order to remove another 
draw-back viz, the usage of Muslim almanac in official 


correspondence, Shivaji asked Krishna Jyotish to compose 


as Sanads and Letters - Vad Page 122, 


a new almanac named ‘Karan Kaustubh'. (#4 are. ) 
It is obvious that with these two reforms, the people of 
Maharashtra thought that now it is their own kingdom; 


Swa-rajya { our government ) has been established, 
Ministries : 


The Kanujabtes distributed the administrative work 
among the different ministries and other officers, Though 
the authority was divided, yet there was some inter - 
dependence left among different authorities, Though the 
authority was divided, yet the final power - sovereign 
power - was in the hands of Huzur, i.e. Shivaji. The work 


of each Minister was as follows : 
(1) Mukhya Pradhan : ( Chief Minister ) 


was in charge of the overall supervision and general 
administration, He had a separate Seal of his own, He was 
to conduct war and when a territory was conquered, he had 


to protect it and administer it. All Sardars and army were 


to accompany him and all were to obey his orders, 
Pia as = 
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(2) Amatya : ( Minister for Finance ) Ramer i 


He had to prepare the State Budget after careful 


——— 
—_—— 


’ inquiry. Phadnis and Daptardar were his under-officers, He 


had to participate in war, He had a Seal of his own, 


(3) Sachiv : ( Minister for Correspondence } 
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His duty was to scrutinise the state papers carefully 
and if necessary to make slight changes therein, He had 


to participate in war, 
(4) Mantri : ( Minister for Home ) 


His duty was to frame a policy after careful 


thinking. He had to participate in war, 
(5) Senapati : ( Minister for War } 


His duty was to keep the army uptodate, He had to 
direct the war and to protect the territory which was 


conquered, He had to keep record of all taxes, booty, etc. 


——_ 


-_— 


imposed upon the people of the conquered territory, He 
had to settle the disputes arising within the army. It was 
his duty to listen carefully to the grievances and disputes 


within the army, All the army Sardars must accompany him, 


-_ 


(6) Panditrao : ( Minister for Religion and Law } 


He was to inflict punishment according to religion, 
after the careful scrutiny of each case, He should bestow 
honours upon the worthy people, He had to seal all the 


letters of Aachar, Vyavahar and Prayaschitta, 
(7) Nyayadhish : ( Minister for Justice ) 


He had to decide the cases according to religious 


scriptures, traditions and customs, 


(6) Sumant : ( Minister for foreign affairs ) 
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He had to correspond with foreign states, to 
receive foreign ambassadors and to follow the protocol. 


He had to participate in war, 


Apart from these eight Ministers there were many 
other subordinate officers, to whom some specific function 
was assigned by 'Kanujabtat, for example, the duty of the 
Chitnis was to write all state letters, replies, sanads, 
Danapatra, etc, There were other officers like Karkhanis, 
Sabnis, Sarnobat, Tatsatnobat, Subhedar, Havaldar, etc, 
The duty of the army Sabnis Bakshi was to distribute salary 
to the army people and to maintain attendance, One 
important note issued'75' was that nobody should spend 
anything from tKarkhannast ( Stores ) unless a written 
order was received. In all there were twenty Kanujabtes 


( List of Laws }, issued, 
Careful Administration : 


Efficient administration helps in realising the 
aim of the State, aA few letters of Shivaji even prior to 
his coronation ceremony and a few letters after his coro- 
nation ceremony prove the best quality of his administration. 
How Shivaji cared well for his subjects is proved by a 


letter which he wrote to his soldiers and officers of his 


75. Sanads and Letters - Wad page 122, 
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76 
army on the 13th May 1671 - » He has stated in his 


letter that ‘proper argangement of supply of grass etc. 
required for horses had been made, If you use it in 
improper way, the time may come when there will be no grass 
left to feed the horses. It might result into the loss 

of the horses, Then in that case, it will be you, who will 
be responsible for the loss of the horses, Improper use 
of supply may land you into certain other difficulties, 

You will think of collecting corn, bread, grass, etc. from 
the neighbouring people, In that case the poor Kunabis 
who are residing in those villages might leave those 
villages, cursing you and saying that you have harassed 
them more than the Mughals, Wherever you might camp, it 

is not your business to harass the subjects, You must go 
to the market and purchase the things which you require. 
You should not purchase anything by way of force, Utmost 
care should be taken about your behafiour, otherwise there 
will be tremendous loss due to fire or any other such thing, 
He who behaves contrary to the directions issued will lose 
his wages because he has lowered down the prestige of the 
Marathas, Guilty individuals will be severely dealt with,’ 
A letter addressed to Tukaram Subhedar and Karkuns of 
Prabhavali points out the need, stressed by Shivaji, that 
he ( Shivaji } should be immediately informed about the 
incidents which have taken place in his kingdom. He had 


eliec& 


laid down a rule to that. The letter dated 8th September 


a 


76. Rajwade, Part VIII, 
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1671 refers to a conflict between some Marathas and a 
Brahmin Sabnis, In the conflict, the Sabnis was attacked 
by the sword, Shivaji castigated the Subhedar and Karkuns 
for not informing this incident to him. He states, 'You 
should have communicated it to me so that I could have 
ordered the relevent individuals to present before me and 
I could have punished them according to law, It is your 
duty to see that people do not become indisciplined, You 


should see that nobody behaves in indisciplined manner,.! 


np! Shivasi had used very curt, strong and stern language in 


af 


his letters when he came to know that a Subhedar has been 


negligent in carrying out certain duties which were assigned 


to him with full faith, The letter addressed to Jiwaji 
Vinayak Subhedar and Karkuns, dated 18th January 1675, 
refers to the failure on the part of the Subhedar, not 
sending the supplies to the proper authorities, This 
Subhedar was asked to despatched supplies to the navy at 
Padmadurg which was a very important sea-base built to 
counteract the Janjira - Rajapuri - a sea-base of Siddis. 
Shivaji suspected some foul play; he thought that the 
Subhedar might have been bribed by Siddis. He, therefore, 


writes that 'the agent of the enemy will be treated like 


"the enemy,' At that time he ( Shivaji ) will not take 


into consideration the upper caste ( Brahmin ) of the 
individual, in question. The same Subhedar is further 
warned that he ( Subhedar ) will be treated harshly if he 


( Shivaji ) receives any further information about his 


4.1 


( Subhedar's ) failure in his duties, 
Directive to iievenue Collectors : 


A letter addressed to Hamaji Anant Subhedar 
dated 5th September 1676 refers to the system of revenue 
collection and the attitude which revenue collectors must 
adopt while collecting the revenue, Shivaji states that 
the revenue officer should beha¥e properly and correctly, 
While collecting the revenue, they should not collect even 
a stem more than whatever is due to government from farmers, 
*You should collect revenue in such manner that the ryots 
receive its proper share and the government also receives 
its proper share, The government ( i.e. Shivaji ) will be 
displeased if you harass or vex the ryots for collecting 
the revenue, You must make an attempt, by removing from 
village to village, by which the kyots will be rejuvenated 
and that they will sow their farms with vigour, All the 
Kunabis of a village should be asked to assemble and 
revenue officers should render all sorts of help to those 
who need it, attempts should be made by which the waste 
land would be brought under cultivation, The necessary 
facilities and exemption should be given to those who 


deserve it,’ 


Effect of the Policy : 
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The above mentioned letters clearly denote the 
policy which Shivaji adopted towards his ryots, This 
attitude bridged the gulf between the ruler and the ruled. 
This policy created a sense of unity, a feeling that 'this 
is our governmentt, which looks after the happiness and 
prosperity of the people as suggested by the Hoyal Seal of 
Shivaji viz. yer ETS We The words on the 
Royal Seal, were nat like a political platitude meant to 
deceive the people, but the words which reflected the true 


spirit behind them and the actual implementation of it, 
Religious Neform : Reconversion : 


The most important religious reform which Shivaji 
enunciated was that of re-conversion of those Hindus who 
had embraced Muslim religion for one reason or another, 
Many Hindus embraced Muslim religion because they were 
forced to do so, many were enticed, while a few adopted for 
selfish motive or political gain. The orthodox Hindu 
religious tradition had prevented the re-entry into the 
Hindu fold of those who had knowingly or unknowingly 


embraced other religion, Shivaji started this tradition 


up \ lor re-conversion by asking Netaji Palkar to re-embrace 


fonadereeieeen, It is essential to narrate the history of 
this important event. Netaji Palkar was one of the trusted 
Sardars of Shivaji. At the camp of Vishalgad in 1666, 
there arose a row between Shivaji and Netaji. Netaji left 


Shivaji and joined the Bijapur Darbar and became a Jahagirdar 
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of Vijapur Kingdom, He started attacking the Mughal 
Kingdom, Jay Sing first argested him and later on gave 

an employment under him, After Shivaji's flight from Agra, 
Aurangzeb arrested him and kept him at Agra, on the 
assumption that Netaji was a relative of Shivaji, In order 
to avoid harassment in prison, Netaji, along with his wives 
and choldren, embraced Muslim religion, He was named 


*Mushid Qulikhan' and was given an important post, After 


= = 


78 
ten years i.e, on the 19th June 1676 Netaji Palkar was 
reconverted by performing acertain 'Prayaschitta’ ceremony, 


and Murshid Qulikhan once again became Netaji Palkar. This 


a 


was really a stupefying incident for Hindus, This shows 

the enees” on the part of Shivaji to keep aside the 
superficial religious technical conditions for the important 
political cause which serves the national interest, People 
obviously have attached more importance to this unique 


episode, which had some political effects in the country 


as a whole, 
Religious attitude 


There are many Sanads available, showing the 
religious attitude of Shivaji. Even prior to his coronation 
ceremony Shivaji had granted Inam to Veda Murti Gopal Bhat 


Fi 
Bin Shridharbhat of Mahabaleshwar, There is one unique 


Poe Patrasarsangraha, Part II, 


79. Sanads and Letters, 
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word which is used in this Sanad, granted in 1652, It 
appears that Shivaji was a student ( ferit ). oF 
Gopalbhat. Another Sanad granted in 1654 ad to Sidheshwar.- 
bhat bin Meghnathbhat, Brahming Paragana Chakan shows 
Shivaji's belief in religious blessings offered by holy 


Brahmins, The Sanad begins with the word obedient 


( ST aTaTS ) Shivaji, It states that "because Swami 
had performed certain religious rites ( SqLSTA ) 


he, ( Shivaji ) had been able to secure kingdom for 
himself and had received all, whatever he had prayed for, 
He had an experience to that effect and therefore he is 
granting a Varshasan ( Endorcement ), This kingdom is the 
gift (pare ) of Swami ,.. ' Sanads granting endowments 
to Holy places like Ghincamaee Dehu, Alandi, Chaphal z 
are also available, Sanad = was granted to one Taponidhi 
Deobharati residing at Mudalgaon because he conferred 
blessings upon Shivaji and said that 'the Forts of Salher 
and Mulher will be conquered on the 9th day from to-day,' 
‘If it happens,’ said Shivaji,’I will grant this village 
to you.' The said forts were captured by Shivaji extactly 


on the 9th day, Shivaji kept his word by granting a Sanad 


80. Sanads and Letters. 
81. Biography of Ramdas. 


82. Sanads and Letters, 
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to that effect, 
femples : 


Shivaji reconstructed the temple of the God Sapta- 
Kotishwar at Narve “a ( near Goa ). This temple was 
demolished by Portuguese in 1540, In May, 1675 Shivaji 
conquered the Fort Phonda, Shiweshwar, Ankola and Kadwar, 
He repaired the Fort Phonda * and fixed a wooden plate 
( which had a carved Ganapati idol in it ) upon the main 


entrance-gate of the Fort, 
New Bolitical Policy = Deccan for Deccanis : 


When the coronation ceremony was over and the 
administration firmly rooted in the state, Shivaji undertook 
the task of increasing the size of Swarajya, There were 
three important powers he has to face viz, Mughal, Bijapur 
and Golkonds, Besides these, there were other powers too ! 
For example Siddis, English, Portuguese etc, After the 
death of Ali Adil Shah II in 1672 the Bijapur power rapidly 
broke up, Taking the advantage of this situation, Shivaji 


conquered eastern Karnatak, The territory annexed by 


— 


Shivaji roughly covers an area of 22,000 sq. miles, including 
86 forts and yielding a revenue of Ks, 44 lakhs, Prior to 
this campaign, Shivaji entered into an offensive and defens- 


ive alliance with the government of Golkonda, i.e. Qutb Shah, 


83. Portuguese Maratha Relations, 
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The adoption of this new policy i.e. *Deccan for Deccanis? 
was not a genuine one, It was a policy adopted for a 
temporary period to achieve the political gain, In Bijapur 
Darbar, there were two factions - one led by Pathans under 
Bahalolkhan and other led by Deccani Muslimz Khawaskhan, 
The attitude adopted by Mughal power was based upon the 
temporary gain, The Mughals changed sides on several 
occasions, In order to face ie oiees paper of the North, it 
was desirable on the part of Shivaji to align himself 
with the power of Southern Muslims, The actual result of 
this policy, was the increase of the Maratha power in the 


Deccan at the cost of Muslim powers, 
The Aim of the Policy : 


The aim of this policy is clearly reflected in a 
letter » written by Shivaji in March, 1677 to Malojiraje 
Ghorpade of Mudhol, Malojiraje Ghorpade was the son of 
Baji Ghorpade, who had treacherously arrested Shahaji on 
the 25th July 1648, Yet Shivaji conniving at this act on 
the part of Ghorpade, wrote him a letter, In this letter, 
Shivaji narrated the historical background of the conflict 
between the two families and mentions his aim, When Shahaji 
was a de facto ruler of Nizam Shahi, his aim was to make 


‘tour kingdom i.e. Marathas who are subsisting themselves 


upon the ordinary hosts of Sardars, as Imperial Sardars 


Chu Patrasarsangraha, Part IJ, Itihas Manjiri. ? 


( Taare: aay. ). Accordingly your father was 
made an Imperial Sardar ... Now Bahalolkhan is a Pathan - 
has become a master of Adilshahi, If Pathans become 
powerful, then they will destroy one after another the 
powerful, influential families of Southerners. Therefore, 
we kept friendly relations with Qutb Shah of Bhaganagar ,... 
Qutb Shah requested us to visit Bhaganagar, Qutb Shah 
knowing fully well that I have now become a Chhatrapati, 
adopted a new protocol, and left aside the traditional 
protocol of salute etc, We embraced each other on equal 
terms. During the diseussion that followed we both 
accepted the policy that ‘tour rule' Padshanhi should be 
extended as far as possible, the Pathan rule should be 
destroyed and we should take such steps by which the Pada 
Shahi of Deccan shall remain in the hands of ours, i.e. 

in the hands of the Deccanis, I, therefore, thought, that 
all true Marathas should be introduced to wutb Shah, It is 
but proper for us to consider the good of the Marathas 
who are my kith and kin. You should be free from suspicion 
«se because the Pathans ( of Bijapur ) Leave the Pathans 
and come to me at Bhaganagar, Bijapur had been taken over 
by Pathans, Now, where remains Adil Shahi ? If you wish 
to continue your service at Bijapur still Pathan is not 
going to give you any higher post. Moreover, we ourselves 
and other southern powers together are going to destroy the 
Pathan-rule at Bijapur, Therefore, leave Adil Shahi and 


join Qutb Shahi, 


The Result of the Policy : Ty od 8) 


The actual effect of this policy - Deccan for 
Deccanis = was the weakening of the both Adil Shahi and 
Qutb Shahi powers, also the great Mughal power and 


strengthening the Maratha power, Because soon after the 


_ Karnatak expedition, Shivaji has a rupture with Qutb Shah, 
é 


Qutb Shah had borne all the expenses of this expedition 
but Shivaji neither had given a single fort out of 86 
conquered there nor a part of the fabulous booty to Qutb 
Shah, So Qutb Shah and the Ministers of Bijapur entered 
into a mutual agreement. Their aim was 'to confine 

Shivaji to Konkan' But this coalition was broken, Shivaji 
who a year ago wrote to Malojiraje Ghorpade, that he 
should leave Bijapur and join Qutb Shah, now helped the 
defence of Bijapur 2 by raiding Mughal territory, Ina 
lengthy letter Shivaji states that ‘the Dilir Khan, 
observing the weakness of Bijapur government, had descended 
upon the Bijapur city. Masaud Khan wrote to me that ‘the 
enemy ( Mughals ) is pressing hard, Therefore, please 

come and help us.! Accordingly, I started immediately and 
I reacted Panhalat., Shivaji then narrates how he, with 

a large army, had defeated Ranamasta Khan, had loeted the 
Mughal territory. He further states that 'Dilir Khan now 
understood that if we ( Dilir Khan }) remain here, our rule 


will be totally overthrown; therefore, he left Bijapur, 


\ } 
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Thus, We protected Bijapur by removing the calamity 
hanging over Bijapur. We encircled the enemy and utterly 
routed the same wherever it went, The enemy had been 
defeated to such an extent that it dare not attack 


Bijapur again.' 
&xtension of Swarajya : 


It is clear from the letters cited above that the 
policy 'Deecan for Deccanis' supported by Shivaji was not 
the real political aim of Shivaji. Mughals Ener or 
any other power from North was not automatically ta 
foreign power' to Shivaji because it came from North, 


From his point of view all Muslim powers were foreign. 


— 


Whether they are in the South or in the North, was simply 
immaterial for him, His real political aim was to extend 
the territory of Swarajya, He supported the policy in 

order to realise this political aim, which he successfully 


achieved, 
The Death of Shivaji : 


Shivaji died after a short illness on the &th 
April, 1680. At the time of his death, his kingdom 
ineluded all the country from Hamnagar to Karwar ( exclud-~ 
ing Portuguese possessions ); its eastern boundary embraced 
Baglan in the North and then ran southwards through the 
Middle of the Nasik and Poona districts, encircling the 


whole of Satara and much of the Kolhapur districts. The 


territories conquered in Karnatak were ruled by a Viceroy 

at Jinji. Shivaji successfully established a national state 
in 1774 and strengthened it from 1774 to 1680. The important 
factor was the spirit of nationalism which survived after 
him, facing grim onslaughts of the Muslim power under aurang 
zed, This spirit defeated all the attempts of Aurangzeb to 
smash this tiny national state, On the contrary, this tiny 
national state, later on became an imperial power extending 
its sway from Peshawar in the North to Jinji in the South 


and upto Bengal in the East, 


In the next chapter we have to study the policy 
adopted by Sambhaji, Rajaram and Tarabai to face the Mughal 
power, The spirit of nationalism and the policies adopted 
by Rajaram and Tarabai upto 1707 ga paved the way for Shahu 


to establish Maratha Empire or Maratha Confederacy, gq 
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Chapter V, 
STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL. 


After the death of Shivaji, his second son Rajaram — 
was crowned, on the 21st April, 1680 by Ministers, iajaram 
was a boy of ten years only, But the army chief Mohite and 
others wents over to Sambhaji, who was arrested and impri- 


soned by Shivaji at Panhala, Sambhaji, with the help of 


“Mohite seized control of Panhala and came to Kaygad and 
secured peaceful possession of Naygad, The group which 
supported Hajaram was executed, Soyarabai, mother of Raja- 
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ram died in prison, 
Defection of Sambhaji : 


Sambhajits unworthiness of becoming a king was 
proved even prior to the death of Shivaji, Sambhaji had 
joined Dilir Khan on the 13th December 1678, Sambhaji, 
with Dilir Khan had attacked the fort of Bhopalgad near 
Pandharpur and treated the subjects and prisoners with 
brutal ferocity, However, when Dilir Khan had to retire in 
disgrace from his invasion of Bijapur in 1679, Sambhaji was 
pursuaded to return to his father, which he did on 4th 
December 1679, Both Shivaji and Ramdas tried to reform 


af 
Sambhaji, but their attempts failed, Shivaji, therefore, 


found it necessary to keep Sambnaji in prison at Panhala, 


—_ 
* 


Reign of Ancestral Growth =: 
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Sambhaji neither had a political ideology nor even 
capacity to understand the philosophy behind the establish- 
ment of Swarajya and Maharashtra-Dharma, which his father 
had, Therefore the whole reign of Sambhaji from 1680 to 1689, 
was a period of arrested growth for Swarajya. Because firstly, 


| 


\\ as the records of English merchants of Bombay and the French 
a of Pondicherry show that there had been many plots to over- 
“ig WY 


throw Sambhaji, Secondly, there was a constant conflict 


ns 


between the supporters of Sambhaji and Rajaram, This internal 


Creakness of the Maratha Swarajya was shrewdly exploited by 
Aurangzeb, There was an excellent opportunity for Sambhaji 
to create ample trouble to Mughal Emperor when Muhammad 
Akbar, the fourth son of Aurangzeb, rebelled and came to 


Sambhaji for shelter, 
Character of Sambhaji : 


According to Chitnis Bakhar, Yesubai, Sambhaji's 
Date never supported her husband's actions. She was much 
distressed to when trustworthy servants of Swarajya were 
trampled under the foot of elephant, kKaghunath Hanamante, 
who was removed by Sambhaji, asked, ‘why is the kingdom 
shrinking daily ? ... Why are the Brahmins being beheaded 
instead of being imprisoned ? why are the enemies sought 
to be won over instead of being executed ? why is the 
administration in the hands of Kavi Kalusha instead of the 


kings ?' For these questions there was no reply from 


Sanbhaji, Khwafi Khan has described Kavi Kalush as 'a filthy 


we 


wt 
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ae. and had described Sambhaji as ... ‘unlike his father, 


Sambhaji was addicted to wine, and fond of the society of 
handsome women, and gave himself up to the pleasure ,,. 


pleasure which bring so many men of might to their ruin,' 
Advice of Kamdas : 


It is on this background, that the importance of 
advice given by Swami Namdas to Sambhaji can be properly 
understood, tamdas states vee Eternal vigilence should 
be kept. If you continue quarreling about the share in 
the achievements of Shivaji ( i.e, Shreshthi ) then certainly 
the enemy will be profitted by your quarrels, Being all 
the people under one banner and defeat the enemy. All the 
people in the state should be trusted and thereby should 
be employed for the services of the state, Whatever 
{ kingdom ) exists should be preserved and ( more territory ) 
should be conquerred; everywhere the state of Maharashtra 
should be expanded,' For this purpose, the policy adopted 


by Shivaji should be remembered, 
deconversion of a Brahmin ; 


Inspite of this bleak background of Sambhaji, we 
come across certain incidents which can be properly described 


as the confirmation of the policy adopted by Shivaji, The 
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first instance refers to the reconversion of a Brahmin who 
was forcibly converted to Islam. One Shri Gangadhar 
Hangnath Kulkarni es of Harsool, a brahmin, was in the 
services of the Mughals. Mughals forcibly converted him 

and kept him under detention for a few months, He served 
Mughals for a period of five years, Though he was given 

a higher post under Mughals, he always repented for his 

lost religion, Ultimately he gave up all his property and 
post under the Mughals and came to naygad, For a period of 
one year he was requesting the various authorities that he 
should be retaken into Hindu-fold, He was prepared to 
undergo pyar sey ( religious punishment.) When Sambhaji 
heard this, he ordered that the brahmin in question should 
be adopted into Hindu-fold by performing rar =a After 
performing the necessary rites he was made a Brahmin again,’ 
Another incident occured during the conflict between Sambhaji 
and Portuguase. In the conflict between Sambhaji and 
Portuguese the Vesais of Konkan usually sided with Portuguese, 
In the nick of the time, Dulba Naik of Phonda joined the 
Portuguese ae” Yet the Desais joined Portuguese on 
one condition that 'after the establishment of the Portuguese 
rule in Konkan Portuguese should not demolish the temples of 
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Hindus’ Sambhaji entered into the Portuguese territory of 
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Sashta and Bardesh on 11th December 1683. It is said that 
Maratha army started looting and burning the territory, 

Many churches were demolished and many Christian women were 
raped, Ultimately, peace was respored between Sambhaji and 
Portuguese on the 4th February 1684. In a letter, written 

by Portuguese Viceroy to the Emperor of Portugal, dated 8th 
February 1686, we comea across a reference to a secret treaty, 
made between Portuguese and Vesais, lhe condition laid down 
by Desais is as follows : ' In the territory, which will 
come under the governance of Portuguese authorities in Konkan 
people showkd be able to enjoy religious freedom as they 
were enjoying under Muslims and Sambhaji,' This proves that 
under Sambhaji, Hindus were able to enjoy religious freedom, 


as they enjoyed under Shivaji, 
Aurangzeb in Deccan : 


Aurangzeb, could not obviously tolerate an emergence 
of a new dynamic Maratha taj, under Shivaji, in south, He 
was the most inveterate enemy of Maratha power, which 
espoused the cause of Hindus, He had declared : ' My armies 


were employed against him ( Shivaji ) for nineteen years, 


AD 
"ogee 


but kh nevertheless, his state has always been increasing.' 
The English factors had recorded : ' He ( Aurangzeb ) is so 
inveterate against the Kaja { i.e, Sambhaji ) that he had 
thrown off his pagri and sworn never to put it on again till 


2, he hath either killed, taken or routed him out of his country,' 


ito We er 


Another objective before Aurangzeb was to extinguish the 

two southern Muslim States viz, Bijapur and Golkonda, which 
he did in the years 1686 and 1687, Aurangzeb arrived in the 
Deccan at Barhanpur on the 13th November 1681. In the next 
eight years he had captured and occupied many forts of 
Maharashtra, Sambhaji was arrested at Sangameshwar on the 
1st February 1689. tavi Kalusha was also arrested, Sambhaji 
was painfully paraded on a camel with a cap and bells of 

a clown, and when the humiliating and painful perambukation 
was completed Aurangzeb ' ordered his side to be cloven 
open with an axe and his heart to be extracted,' The body 


4 was thrown to the dogs, 
Repurcussions of Sambhaji'ts Death : 


This vain hatred of Aurangzeb sent a thrill of 
horror through every Maharashtrian, Ail the misdeeds of 
Sambhaji were immediately forgotten, ‘'Revenget was the 
only word which every one in Maharashtra could utter, 
Therefore, the period from 1689 to 1707 was one of the 
utmost trial for the Marathas, Aurangzeb seoured to have 
reached the zenith of his success in the year 1689. Now 
the downfall started, Hajaram fled to Jinji, From that 
remote place, Marathas continued their fight, The policy 


obviously was to regain the lost territory and independence, 


Plan for Struggle 


The struggle for independence was neatly planned, 
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The declaration issued on 22-12-1690 by Sachiv Shankaraji 


Narayan to Deshmukhs and Deshpandes of different places, 
communicates to them the division of work between damchandra. 
pant Amatya and Sachiv Shankaraji Narayan, It states that 
the territory from Satara onwards, which will be hereafter 
conquered, shall be governed by him and the territory from 
Kaygad to Gokarn Mahabaleshwar is handed over to Ramchandra- 


a 


pant Amatya, Dhanaji Jadhav was to serve under him and 

Santaji Ghorpade was to join Rene hanes Amatya, In order 
to encourage Maratha people to continue their struggle against 
Aurangzeb hajaram had written letters to his Sardars, stating 


that their Inams would be continued, 


Policy of Watans ( Fiefs } : 


To a certain extent, Rajaram had to follow a different 
iaire:; than followed by Shivaji. Shivaji never encouraged 
Inam system, kajaram had to adopt this policy of protecting 
Inans in order to achieve the noble and i.e, Swarajya. In 


92 —- _— . < 
a letter written on 22nd March, 1690, he states - that 'this 


is the kingdom of Marathas, You people have an emotional 
attachment to it, Therefore, whatever is useful for this 
kingdom ( earar a@tef. ) should be done with utmost pre - 


caution and the territory should be acquired. Your achieve-~ 


ments should be communicated to me. I will grant the same 
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territory to you.t He further states how 40,000 © cavalry 
and 1,25,000 foot-soldiers ( @W ) have joined him, 

He further states that the hereditary Palegars of Karnatak 
have all come over to him, He says that ‘you should have 
faith in me, If you trust me and do the proper service, 
what the enemy can do ? When you take it to your heart to 
do something towards your state, what the enemy is going Us 
to do ? When you continue to have an emotional attachment 
to this state, it obviously means that you do not care a 
fig for Aurangzeb's prowess, So do as we have directed, 
Aurangzeb has undertaken the task of converting forcibly 
Marathas into Musalmans... By the will of God, we shall 


be victorious. Have courage and patience,’ 
Effect of the Policy : 


The policy of encouragement, of granting Inams, 
of rousing the emotional spirit of the Marathas adopted 
by Rajaram (wad proved fruitful in every corner of Maha -~- 


rashtra, Rajaram had hinted at the possibility of forcible 


conversions of Marathas and thereby enlivened them for action 


on religious grounds also, kepercussions of this policy 
can be seen among the Desais of Konkan, roundabout Goa, who 
once upon a time opposed Sambhaji, now joined ee 
Desais of Maneri, Bakhali, Dicholi ( yayTR ), Phonda, 


Chandrawadi now joined the forces of Hajaram because they 
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were attracted by the principle adopted by najaram, the 
principle was that 'this kingdom is the abode of Gods and 
Brahmins.t Another proof for the success of this policy is 
clearly expressed in a letter es dated 16-1-1691, written 
by an Acting Governor of Goa to the king of Portugal. In 
this letter the Acting Governor states that ' many Desais 
ffom Konkan have left Mughals and have joined HKajaram, 
Because this king ( Rajaram ) and Desais belong to the same 
religion, Moreover, Muslims rape Hindu women and then 
demolish or make impure, Hindu temples.' He further states 
that tit is better to have a Hindu kingdome near us than 


a Muslim kingdom,! 
The Ambition of Kajaram ; 


The ambition of najaram was not limited to the 
reconquest of the territory of Maharashtra, which was at 
present occupied by Aurangzeb. His ambition was to include 
Bijapur, Bhaganagar ( Hyderabad ) and Delhi into Swarajya. 
During the reign of Rajaram, many a Maratha Sardar, Prabhus, 
Brahmins who were serving under Muslims, left their services 
and joined Hajaram, cdajaram, therefore, had rightly stated 
that * our forces are increasing and those that of enemy are 
decreasing’ ( afaqra MAT aTeTa oat ara era Ct oe 
Mudhoji Nimbalkar of Phaltan, writes oe to Rajaram that * I 


: 
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was serving the Muslims. Now I have given up that service 
and have joined your services, for the reasons being that 
this kingdom of Maharashtra should be expanded ( and become 
prosperous }), that our Vatans should be safeguarded, Every- 
body was convinced about this reason. In a letter 


written by Rajaram to Hanumantrao Ghorpade and Krishnarao 


Rararsane ovat 


Ghorpade/that he { dajaram ) will grant them Inam - Saranjam 
to the tune of Sir lakhs Hons ( era ) provided they fulfil 
the condition laid down by Hajaram, Hanumantrao Ghorpade 
and Krishnaji Ghorpade were in the services of Muslims, 

Now they are leaving their services and joining the services 
of Marathas, As an inducement to this he was offered this 
Saranjam, fHajaram states - "Rajshai Nagoji Mane had been 

to me, On your behalf he requested me and told me your 
intention of serving us, provided we grant you Tainat (Aaa ) 
as per your status. I understand that you are joining our 
services with a view to protect earnestly Maharashtra,sDharma, 


We are pleased to grant a Tainat on the following conditions- 


62,500 Saranjam, after the conquest of Raygad. 
62 , 500 after the conquest of Bijapur. 
62 , 500 if Bhaganagar is captured, (i.e. Hyderabad) 
62 , 500 to be given after the conquest of 
Aurangabad, 
2,50,000 When Delhi is conquered, 
5,00, 000 
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For Krishnaji Ghorpade 

12,500 after the conquest of Raygad, 
12, 500 when Bijapur is conquered, 
12,500 when Bhaganagar is conquered 
12,500 when Aurangabad is conquered 
50,000 when Delhi is conquered. 


100,000 


We have accordin&gly decided to grant you Saranjam, If 
you Will remain loyal and serve this state, I will grant 


you more Saranjam," 
Deshmukhi Watan : 


In a Masa addressed to Rajamam - hajshai Na 
Nagoji bin Kataji Mane of Mhaswad, on 12th April, 1691, 
Rajaram had used the same method of inducement to Maratha 
Sardars, who were serving under Mughals, It states - 
' Formerly you were serving under Mughals, You came to me 
at Jinji and requested me to grant you vatan of Sardeshmukhi 
of 12 Mahals in Maharashtra, with a view that Maharashtra- 
Dharma should prevail, our state is the abode of Gods and 
as such should not be disturbed by Muslims, that this kingdom 


should expand, We are pleased to grant you Vatan of Twelve 
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Mahals viz, (1) Mhaswad, Sangole, Adpadi, Brahmapuri, 

Akluj, Mangalwedhe, Dahigaon, Bhalawani, Nagra, Kaledhow, 
etc.’ Deshmukhi was granted to Amritrao bin Tukaram 
cao practically for the same purpose, Amritrao 
Nimbalkar was also serving Mughals, He left the services of 


Mughals and joined Marathas. The same idea, that this 


kingdom is the abode of Gods and Brahmins, is repeated here, 
Wise Policy : Forgiveness : 


Hajaram adopted a very wise policy towards the 
Vatandari system which was very practical in one sense, and 
at the same time it served national purpose, People in 
general and Sardars and Vatandars in particular were very 
keen and sensitive about their vatans, Watan was the chief 
source of income to them and it also attached some social 
status to the individual concerned, in society. Whosoever 
the ruler might be, these Watandars cared more avout their 
Watans than their people, religion or any other such ideal, 
During the reign of Sambhaji and after his death, many 
Maratha Vatandars have joined the Mughal services in order 
to protect their Watans, That is the reason, why we come 
across such sentences like ' you were serving Mughals * 

( ger ue arares erar ). kajaram wisely followed the 
policy of Fae tends towards such Vatandars and assured 


that their watans would continue. A letter written by 
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Hajaram clearly reflects this policy, One Shri Mahadji - 
Jagdale approached Kajaram at Jinji and explained the 
situation about his vatan, he narrated the history of his 
vatan and said that they ( Jagdales ) had been loyal to 
Maratha king. When Aurangzeb occupded the territory of 
Maharashtra, he went to Aurangzeb and received Firman about 
his Watan from him; because many vatandars had followed 

the same suit. It was a practicw among watandars to get 
their watans ( documents signed and sealed by the proper 
state authority ) reissued, whenever there there was a change 
in the ruling power, Now he had come to you. Rajaram 
pardoned him for his misconduct of joining the Muslims and 


granted him his vatan, 


tevision of the Policy 


It seems that Hajaram reviewed the policy of granting 
watans in the year 1698 for two reasons, Firstly, granting 
of watans and Inams had served their purpose, Mughal forces 
were unable to establish their rule in Maharashtra, Secondly 
granting of watans, without any limit, automatically created 
many administrative difficulties arising out of the conflict- 
ing claims, So, Rajaram rightly decided not to grant more 
watans from nowonwards and to renew watans of those who 


190 
possessed the same during the time of Shivaji. In a letter 
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written to Mahadaji Ballal Sabhasad Namjad, Subha Dabhol, 

in the month of March, 1698, ntajaram states - ' In order 

to convince the Watandars about the security of their watans, 
watans were granted to those who demanded it, wW without any 
limit, at Jinji, in that peculiar situation, Hereinafter, 
carry out the administration as per orders issued by me, No 
new watans should be granted to anybody except to those, who 
had been granted watans at the time of Late Swami i.e, 
Shivaji. evision of the policy of granting Inams was 
necessitated by the conflicts among old and new watandars, 
who claimed the same watan, The conflict which arose about 
the watan of Rohidkhore, proves beyond doubt the difficulties 
which were created by the policy. Originally, this watan 
belonged to Narasi Prabhu Deshpande, During the occupation 
period i.e. from 1689 - 1707, when Aurangzeb practically 
occupied the whole of Maharashtra, the original watandars 
fled from their territory, Their watan was later on usurped 
by Naro Pandit and Pantaji Pant, After the return of Rajaram 
to Maharashtra from Jinji, this conflict came before him. 
This conflict continued even after the death of Hajaram, An 
order was issued to Dattaji Shivdeo in 1719 to investigate 
the matter, In that order there is a clear description of 
the situation prevailing at that time, It states - - It 
was impossible to enquire there ( about the truthfulness of 


the matter brought before us in the court ) i.e. at Jinji, 
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because we were far away from Desh, i.e, Maharashtra, 
Moreover, those were the days of revolution and therefore, 
he who wrote ( demands ) whatsoever, while which wes served 


the state, was granted to him." 


Rajarap had the same respectful feeling towards holy 
men, religious men exactly like his father Shivaji, Inams 
were granted to Khandobhat Shaligram - for suggesting the 
auspicious occasion, Sanad of oblation was granted to Holy 
place like Alandi = for carrying out the daily routine in 
respect of the Samadhi of Dyandshwar, One village named 
Mahagaon was granted,104, as Inam to Deo Chinchwadkar, in 1694. 
The reason for granting this village as an Inam was the belief 
that 'this kingdom expanded and became prospoerous by the 
grace of Shri Deo, who resides at Chinchwad, This kingdom is 
the result of the grace of Gods and Brahmins." Another Inam 
granted bn to Nagojirao and Chandjirao Patankar Desai reveals 
the same feeling with an addition ‘that kingdom is the abode 
of gods, Brahmins and Marathas,' One village was granted to 
Bhavangiri Gosavi, The letters fo granting of village are in 


the form of an order to Kamchandra Pandit Amatya, Hukumat 
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Pasha, written in the year 1697. Hajaram in his order states 
that tthe village Nimb has been granted to Bhavangiri Gosavi 
because some religious purpose is served in the matter of 
this Gosavi by way of giving food etc, to those religious 
people who came over there, Welfare of the state is 
realised in keeping these Gosavis and Mahants satisfied in 
all manners.' The reason for issuing this order was the 
complaint lodged by Gosavis that a state-servant named 
Parashuram Trimbak had collected Ks, Two hundred as a tax 
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Similar order was issued to Shankaraji Narayan not to 


create any trouble to this village, Similar orders 

were issued to Anaji Janardan, Subhedar and Karkun, Shanka- 
raji Narayan Sachiv also issued an order to this effect, 
Tarabai, widow of tajaram, i had also issued a similar 


firman, 


It appears from the various letters cited above, that 
Kajaram had a clear idea before him about the situation 
which he had to face, the way which he found out to come out 
of it, and the dangers involved in it. In short the aim 


and the policy of tiajaram can be summarised as follows : 


{a) To drive out the enemy forces from Maharashtra; 


to regain the lost territory and to re-establish Swarajya 
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in Maharashtra, 


(bo) In order to achieve this end, he inspired many 
Maratha Sardars, about the end of the state that this is the 


kingdom of gods and brahmins. This kingdom belongs to us; 


(c) He adopted the policy of inducement towards 
Bardars, watandars, etc, by way of granting watans and 


assuring them the continuity of the same, 


(d) His devotion to religious centres and holy people 
created a religious zeal in the cause of national independence, 
Thus, tajaram achieved a sense of unity among different 
strata of the society which overthrew the foreign yoke, 
Hajaram's policy was a combination of loyalty, religious 
devotion, nationalism and love of freedom, It is, therefore, 
no wonder when Adnyapatra states vs - ' after achieving 
so much success by favour of God, Rajaram divulged his inmost 
object of conquering the country occupied by the Yavanas, of 
destroying the Yavan conspiracy, and of beating down the 
Yavan predominance which had taken root in the east, west 


and south, by sending large armies,' 
Attitude towards Shahu : 


Hajaram's attitude towards Shahu - son of Sambhaji - 


reveals his high moral character, Rajaram does not appear 
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to have undergone a formal coronation, after the death 

of Sambhaji, ( Rajaram, a boy of ten, was crowned as a king 
immediately after the death of Shivaji, but was thrown into 
prison by Sambhaji.) In a letter addressed to Shankaraji 
Narayan Pandit ae dated 25th August 1697, he states - 

'God will bring back Shahu surely in course of time, he is 
the true master of the kingdom, All that I am doing is 
only for his sake, Ultimately all people have to look 
upto him : it is Godts will,’ In the same ietter Najaram 
warned Shankaraji Narayan Pandit 'not to do anything 

Which will be harmful to the state and troublesome for 
future ruler to solve, If you do anything of the sort, it 
will be deemed an act of disloyalty, Therefore, act in a 


proper manner,’ 


Rajaram left Jinji in January 1798 and came to 
Vishalgad and from Vishalgad to Satara, He left Satara 
in October 1699 again. On the 2nd March, 1700, Hajaram 
died at Sinhagad of fever caused by the hardships of his 
swift flying raids, before his death Kajaram had practi- 
cally established his rule over Swarajya. In 1699, he 
had an army amounting to sixty thousand men, Mughal forces 
were defeated in Herar, Khandesh, Poona, Northern Nasik and 
Baglan, Nanded, Nandurbar; Chaouth and Sardeshmukhi was 


levied in these parts, 


eT. Rajwade - Vol. 15. 


ee 121 es 
Tarabai : 


After Hajaramts death, Tarabai took the reigns of 
government into her own hand, declaring her three year old 
son Shivaji II as successor to Kajaram, She took vigorous 
measures for ravaging the Mughal territory as far as Sirouj 
Mandoor and Malwa, Even the Portuguese Governor's wife at 
Goa was impressed by the daring acts of Tarabai, In 
Portuguese records, Tarabai ye has been described as 
‘most intelligent woman.' Unfortunately, after the rise of 
Shahu and Peshwas, all her attempts were directed tomxar 
overthrow their ( Shahu and Peshwas } power, There are 
many references about Yarabai in Portuguese records, the 
last one being in 25th November 1756 when Tarabai despatched 
Hajashri Vithojirao Patole to Goa for secret understanding 
between the two parties. However, Tarabai's role in 
Maratha Polity can not be forgotten. Because from the year 
1700 onwards she continued the national struggle with vigour 
and determination upto the death of Aurangzeb. Khwafi Khan 
wrote : 'Tarabai won the hearts of her officers and for all 
the struggles and schemes, the campaigns and sieges of 
Aurangzeb, up to the end of the reign, the power of the 
Marathas increased day by day.’ It Sm is her leadership 
which guided the Marathas to achieve the goal, Bhimsen, the 
North Indian Chronicler states : As the Marathas had not 


been vanquished, and the entire Deccan had come into their 
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possession like a deliciously cooked pudding, why should 


they make peace ?'t 


Policy of Tarabi_ : 


Like her husband hajaram, Tarabai encouraged her 
Sardars to attack Mughals, inspired them with the national 
cause, A letter, written by Shivaji II ia in 1702, (means 
Tarabai, since Shivaji II was hardly a boy of 5 ) reflects 
clearly the policy adopted by Tarabai, In this letter 
addressed to Prataprao More, she states : 'we heard the 
news that both you and Santaji Pandare have overrun the 
Aurangzeb's post near Malakapur, Now Aurangzeb is trying 
his level best to conquer Vishalgad, For this reason, you 
should continually attack his camp-positions, loot the enemy 
supplies, Only then, Aurangzeb remains engrossed in harass- 
ment. Therefore, you With other Sardars, unitedly harass 
Aurangzeb everywhere, dy these acts of yours, Aurangzeb'ts 
will will become powerless, At present, we are at Pratapgad, 
Therefore, it is necessary to have a powerful army near 
about us, because aurangzeb is a very treacherous enemy, 
When you are near us With a large army, Aurangzeb will not 
attack on this side. So, remain where you are at present 
and harass the Aurangzeb's camp as usual, If you will now 
undertake any new invasion into Mughal territory far away 


from this place, then obviously, this side will become 


VAGBs% Aitihasik Patravyavahar, 


vulnerable and Aurangzeb might despatch his army to invade 
this territory, If you go away from this place, you will 
have no time to come to the rescue of Swami, i.e, Shivaji II, 
Therefore, do not go anywhere, giving chance to Aurangzeb 

to attack Pratapgad, Protect the kingdom and take such 
actions by which it will be possible for us to remain at 
Pratapgad,' 
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In @ poen, composed in Marathi by Govind Kaveendra 


there is a vivid description how Delhi-rule has become 
pitiable, because of Tarapbai's activities. This poem is 
composed to praise Tarabai, However, the pitiable situation 
of Delhi is corroborated in a letter writtén by Aurangzeb 

to Parashuram Tie ain on the 27th May, 1702. In this 
letter he agreed, that 'our ( Mughal ) armies will go back 
to our territory ( North India ); because this was the 


important condition laid down by Parashuram Trimbak for 


handing over Kelna fort to Aurangzeb, 


Capacity of Tarabai ; 


Tarabai's administrative capacity and her policy 
saved the Maratha nation from the greatest crisis following 
the death of Kajaram and the captivity of Shahu, It was 


Tarabi, who saved Maharashtra from the clutches of Aurangzeb- 
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Chapter VI, 
TOWAHDS QUASI-FEDERKAL STATE 
Division of Period : 


The period from 1700 to 1719 can be divided into 
two parts : (1) 1700 to 1707 i.e, from the death of Kajaram 
to the death of Aurangzeb, and (2) from 1708 to 1719, i.e. 
from the release of Shahu to the granting of Sanad to collect 
Chauth and Sardeshmukhi in the six Subhas of Deccan, In 
the first part, there was no question of adopting any new 
policy as such, the’ policy of the Marathas merely continued 


under the leadership of Tarabai, 
Regaining of Swaraiya 


kven before the death of Aurangzeb in February 1707, 
Marathas had practically regained their hold upon 'Swarajyat 


and have started raiding the Imperial territory, It was 


eg 116 
Aurangzeb who thought of changing his policy towards 
117 
Marathas, Manucci records : 'king Aurangzeb repents of 


having entangled himself in the war with Marathas, for it 
has not succeeded as he had hoped, The Marathas move about 
with their armies and pillage the empire in all directions, 


Every day, they display their power and audacity to a greater 
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extent in every part of the empire, In this war, over a 
hundred thousand sould have died yearly, and of animals 
horses, hack 4 over three hundred thousand. 

The great nobles are in distress, their families are begging 
'It is no wonder, when Bhimsen states, that surangzeb had 
attempted appeasement, but it proved too late and futile. 
'The envoys of the Prince returned in disappointment and 
itaja Shahu was once again placed under serveillance in the 


gulal bar.' Thus an attempt to make use of captive Shahu 


failed to gain his ( Aurangzeb's ) ends, 


Prior to 1707 Maratha commandoes have already 


established their hold upon the Maharashtra, They have 


appointed Kamavisdaras ( xtefenue Collectors ), They had 
divided all districts among themselves and had appointed 


Subhedars Kanavisdars and Kahdars, 
Shahuts efforts : 


After the death of Aurangzeb, his son Azam began his 
retreat into the North without concluding any formal treaty 
with the Marathas, Shahu was not prepared to be dragged to 
Delhi, with the retreating Imperial armies and therefore, 
he began his efforts to regain his liberty through peaceful 
means, Zulfiquar Khan and the xajputs advised azam to allow 
Shahu to return to the Deccan, on the condition that he 
would serve Empire as a feudal lord, Moreover a friendly 


Prince in Deccan, would ensure the safety of empire in the 
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Deccan, If Shahu failed to obtain his patrimony and 
general recognition from the Marathas, the Marathas probably 
would plunge into Civil War, This, they thought would 
remove the danger of Marathas once for all and their 


attacks on Imperial territory for a few years, 
Release of Shahu_ : 


Shahu and Azam had three audiences, but without 
any practical result. Shahu became restless and on the &th 
May left Mughals at Dhurala near Sirong and went in the 
Vinddhya forest to elude pursuit, Shahu had a meagre escort 
with him, Shahu made his way to Bijagad, south of Narmada 
‘ river, Mohan Singh, the hawal of that place gave him a 
cordial welcome and helped him to get on to Sultanpur in 
/Khandesh, Shahu cempled at Lambkasi in Khandesh, Here 
many Maratha ase cine and they had an audience to Shahu 
A letter “ip addressed to Malhar Tukdeo, mentions that he 
Was the first to visit Shahu and therefore is being rewarded, 
In his imprisonment Shahu had contacted several Maratha 
Sardars, He had written to them letters inviting them to 
come and help him in the task of rebuilding the shattered 
Wiaratha State, and to revive its glory, Anantrao Kadam Bande 
Parasoji bhosale, Nemaji Shinde, Moghe, Haibatrao Nimbalkar 
and others joined Shahu, oShahu advanced to Ahmednagar, 


From here Shahu wrote to his aunt Tarabai and the ruling 


party at Satara about his arrival and invited from them 
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the proposals for the future government of Maratha state, 
Instead of proposals Tarabai, in the name of Shivaji II, 
declared Shahu as an impostor and ordered her generals to 
destroy wheresoever they should find him, As Shahu belonged 


to elder branch of the House of Shivaji, he had superior 


claim for Gadi, 
Coronation of Shahu : 


Shahu advanced to Khed, Dhanaji Jadhav refused to 
take arms against Shahu and joined him with large Maratha 
army. In the battle of Khed ( 12-10-1707 ) small army 
supporting Tarabai fled to Satara, Shahu marched on to 
Satara occupying on his way Poona, Jejuri, Shirwal, etc. 
Shankaraji Narayan of Bhor ended his life. Shahu obtained 
Kajgad, lorana, nohida, Vichitragad, forts without striking 
a blow, Shahu reached Satara and occupied it on Saturday 
in the month of January, 1708. After a week's time Shahu 
crowned himself and appointed his new ministry, Dhanaji 
Jadhav was made Senapati, Gangadhar Pralhad Niraji was 
elevated to the post of Pratinidhi, Pingle was appointed as 
Peshwa, infant son of Shankaraji Narayan, was confirmed as 
Sachiv. Shinde, Bhosale, Nimbalkar and other Sardars 
received titles and dress, Balaji Vishwanath was appointed 
as Mutaliq, It is clear from the appointments made by Shahu 
mentioned above that Shahu had adopted a conciliatory policy 
towards old families of Maratha officers, This had a salu- 


tary effect upon the people, 


Opposition to Shahu : 


Yet, it required a period of nearly five years for 
Shahu to settle down, Shahu had to face difficutlties, from 
different quarters; for example (a) Important Sardars like 
Ghorpade, Chavan, Dabhade and Thorat had not joined Shahu. 
({b) Chandrasen Jadhav went over to Tarabai (c) Lodi Khan 
of Chakan created some trouble in Poona istrict, (d) 
Kanhoji angre, A on Tarabai's orders, drove Shahu's forces 
out of the Konkan forts of Hajmachi, Tung, Tikona, Ghangad, 


occupied Lohagad and arrested Bahirpant Pingle = Peshwa, 
Balaji Vishwanath :; 


Yet, ultimate victory of Shahu was predicted even 
by the Portuguese Viceroy at Goa, Shahu had appointed 
Balaji Mahadeo as his ambassador at Goa; in 1708. Portuguese 
Viceroy at Goa, wrote to the king of Portugal on the 10th 
December 1708 Xs that tin the conflict between the two, 
there is more possibiligy of king Shahu becoming victorious.! 
another reason which helped Shahu to achieve ¥ victory, was 
the quarrel between the two wives of Hajaram,. Hajaram had 
two Wives viz, Tarabai and Rajasbai, tajasbai had a son 
named Sambhaji, sajasbai and her son Sambhaji II, very soon 


succeeded in usurping power, putting Tfarabai and her son 
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Shivaji II into prison. The appointment of Balaji 
Vishwanath as Peshwa — by Shahu and Yarabaits imprisonment 
eonsidered-with other, coingided eee From 1713 
onwards Balaji Vishwanath played a key-role in shaping 

the destiny of Maharashtra, Khwafi Khan had described Balaji 
Vishwanath as one of the ‘most intelligent generals of Raja 
Shahut, He has been called 'the second founder of Empire! 

He was aman who had administrative, diplomatic and military 
capacity. It was he, who went to Delhi and obtained the 
Sanads of Chauth and Sardheshmukhi in the Six Imperial 

Subhas of Deccan, This Sanad became the foundation of Maratha 
Empire and a corridor through which the Marathas pushed into 
Northern India, What is usually described as Maratha 
Confederacy was the creation of the system which Balaji 


Vishwanath had laid down, 
Background of Balaji Vishwanath : 


The native place of Balaji Vishwanath was Shrivardhan 
in Konkan, Balaji’s forefathers were hereditary Deshmukhs 
or revenue collectors of Mahal Danda Rajapuri and Shrivardhan, 
The family left Konkan and migrated to eastern part of 
Maharashtra above Sahyadri Ghats, because Siddis of Janjira 
Started troubles to that area, dJalaji was immediately 
employed in the services of Maratha State, He worked as 


Subhedar in Poona upto 1702 and in Aurangabad upto 1707. 
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A letter written by Shrikarcharya Panditrao in 1699 


mentions the title 'Sarsubhedar’ clearly, Shrikaracharya 
in his letter has requested Balaji Vishwanath to continue 
the Sanads granted to two holy places viz, Pandaveshwar 

and shuleshwar, for the performance of daily Puja, Balaji 
Vishwanath was an able civil administrator, He also proved 
his capacity in military affairs, lihen Shahu returned to 
Maharashtra, Balaji Vishwanath became his right hand man. 
At his - shahu's - coronation, in January 1708, Shahu 
conferred upon him the title of Senakarte ( maker of the 


army ) 
List of objectives : 


In 1714 Shahu handed over a list of objectives to 
be achieved by the state to Balaji Vishwanath and directed 
him to make attempts to fulfil the objectives. One of the 
most important tasks was to secure the restoration of Yesubai 
~- Shahu's mother - from the custody of the Mughals, The list 
contains si the following objectives to be achieved, 

(1) To acquire 'Swarajya' as it was existing at the 
time of the late Shivaji including Haygad and other forts 

* (2) Places like Khatav, Akluj, Kasegaon, Mangalwedhe, 

Miraj, Pedgaon, Junnar and surrounding forts, Chaui and 


surrounding forts; Sangola, Nazre, Chakan, Belgaum, Kalyan, 
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Bhivandi and surrounding forts, to be acquired, 
(3) Trimbak ( near Nasik ) should be demanded, 
(4) States purchasing canons should be taxed 25 % 
Chauthai. 

(5) The kingdom of Chanda ( near Nagpur ) which has 
been captured by Manhoji Bhosale, should be included in 
Swarajya,. 

(6) In addition to the six Subhas of Veccan, territory 
as far as possible in the regions of Gujrath and iialwa, 
should be conquered, 

(7) The territory belonging to Nabab Banlo Khan 
should be transferred to Fattesingh baba, 

(8) The release of Mother ( Yesubai ) and Madansing 
with all the retinue including UVurgabai and other servants 
should be demanded from the Emperor at Delhi. 

(9) As already written, the firman and sanads ( of 
six subhas of Deccan ) should be brought from the dmperor, 

(10) Separate firmans for collecting chauth and 
Sardeshmukhi from Konkan including Rajapur, Swarajya and 
other territories as far as possible should be brought 
from the Emperor, 

(11) For every Mahal one village should be granted 
as Inam to Sardeshmukh, 

(12) the kingdom of Jinji snould be included into 
Maratha Empire, 

(13) If Jaysing Palekar desires to join our services 


then he should be asked to enter into our services, 


outegoing goods, 


vy (16) The RKesiduary powers belongea to Chhatrapati, 


* ‘the Chhatrapati had a right to punish the guilty and 


offending Sardar who flouted the articles of this agreement, 
Weekness of the Constitution : 


From these sixteen principles or articles of Quasi- 
Federal State, it is]that a legally strong central govern- 
ment with all the legal power in its hands was established 
at Satara, Its chief weakness lies in (a) want of central 
army (b) civil and military jurisdiction in the hands of 
Sardars in their territory. (c) Financial weakness of the 
central government enamating from the system of revenue 
collection introduced, For example, the collection in 
Gujrat were assigned to Dabhade, those in Berar and 
Gondavana to the Bhosales of Nagpur, of Satara region to 
the Pant Pratinidhi, of Khandesh, Baglan ana central India 
to the Peshwa, of the basin of Godavari to Sarlashkar, of 
honkén to Kanhoji Angre and of Karnatak to Fateh Singh 
Bhosale. It will be interesting to compare the situation 
of this quasi-Federal State to whe, existing situation of 
13 colonies in America, It is to be noted that the 
Confederation of 13 American colonies which was formed on 
the 15th November 1777 was also a weak one, Hamilton wrote 
that 'military organisation, under such conditions, was 


ga clearly impossible.' according to Munroe "it was weak 


because it lacked four things which every strong national 
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government must possess; ability to raise revenues by 


taxation, to borrow money, to regulate commerce and to 


_ provide adequately for the common defence by raising and 


supporting armies," Therefore, there is no point in 


blaming Mérathas for the lack of imagination, 
Purpose of Confederation : 


luring seventeenth century, the political thought 
in Maharashtra centred round one aim, i.e. the establishment 
of Maharashtra Dharma in Maharashtra, This aim was realised 
by Shivaji in 1674, After the death of Aurangzeb, when the 
Mughal power became weak, it was now possible for this 
nascent state, which was full of vigour to develop into a 
powerful empire, here was no question of establishing 
Maharashtra Dharma, outside Maharashtra, though it was a 
centrai core of Maratha auministration in Maharashtra, 
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Therefore, the principles of this Genfederation were formed 
to serve the double purpose - (a) Continuation of the 
Maharasotra Uharma in Meharashtra, and (b) To espesse espouse 
the cause of Hinduism whenever and wherever possible; because 
Maharashtra Dharma was a part and parcel of Hindu vharma, 
These sixteen principles quoted above gave Maratha Sardars 
the necessary legal authority to expand their territory 
and sway over other parts of India, The responsibility of 
establishing co-ordination among Maratha Sardars was en- 
trusted to Peshwas, It became the bounded duty of the Peshwas 


to punish those Sardars, wno disobeyed orders issued by 
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same province ( Delhi ). A letter written to Chimaji 


Appa by Purandare refers to Delhi Emperor as sovereign 

( oféara. ). Purandare merely communicates Shahu's 

panied in this letter to Chimaji Appa, Shahu states that 
Peshwa ( Bajirao ) had gone to Delhi. He ( sajirao }) is 
likely to be called upon by the Hmperor for policy discussion, 
Therefore, it is of no use that Sumant should see Nizam. 

the background of this letter is like this - Sumant was 
invited by Nizam for discussion, The question of invitation 
was being discussed in Shahu's Varbar, It was decided that 
Sumant should not see Nizam until Bajirao's return. This 
letter records how Shahu was afraid of giving orders on 
political complications in the Bbsence BE Bajirao. the : 
imperor was accorded the highest rank everywhere, can be 
observed from the protocol followed. Even if a Firman was 
received by, Peshwas, issued by Superor, at Poona, a ceremony 
called firmanwadi was held and then the letter was opened, 
luring the days of Nana Phadanwis, English at bombay insisted 
upon holding similar Firmanwadi, because they were going to 
handover a letter written by the king of England and address- 
ed to Peshwa, actually, the king of bngland was more power- 
ful than the Bmperor at Delhi, Yet, Nana Phadanwis fiatly 
refused to follow the similar procedure of protocol in 
respect of the king of Bngland, at last, B.#.I, Company 


yielded and the letter in question was personaliy handed - 
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over to young Peshwa in Shanwarwada, 
be Facto Sovereignty : 


A great controversy has arisen amongst the historians 
of Maratha period about the Sanads granted by Sper or and 
the implications of the same over the sovereign authority 
of Marathas over their Swarajya. According to Sanad Ine 
No. 4 by which Shahu agreed to pay ws. Ten Laks as Peshkash 
or tribute, every year to the smperor. ‘his whole treaty 
of Chauthai, Sardeshmukhi and Swarajya has been described 
by late Shri G.5,Sardesai m3 as ‘an attempt to deceive 
each other.’ By granting Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi to 
Marathas, it was interpreted that Emperor has taken the 
protection of the tiarathas, Outwardly, it appeared that 
the mimperor was a sovereign authority and the Marathas were 
his vassal state. Just as the sSritish tast India Company 
had not lost its independence by receiving Divani in 1765, 
similarly Marathas had not lost their independence by 
receiving these Sanads in 1719. In practice, Balaji Vishwa- 
nath introduced the system Which gave full scope for Maratha 
expansion, After nearly 80 years wellesley introduced the 
same system, with slight modifications. Truly, Owen has 
described the system of Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi as ‘Those 


immposts were a convenient pretext for indefinite fiscal 
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exaction and political interference.' It is no wonder, 
therefore, that some sfholars have described it as a great 
diplomatic triumph, There are others, who criticise this 
treaty on the ground that Moghal suzerainty nad been accepted 
by the Marathas. Dbr.V.G.blighe has rightly replied to this 
view when he states ... 'this is an extreme view and loses 
sight of the fact that in politics, satisfactory solutions 
of vexed problems are often found in face-saving devices or 
fictions, To accept the fictions literally, to analyse them 
in a legalistic way without taking into account how they 
worked in actual practice is nearly casualtyy and evinces 

a frame of mind ill-becoming a dispassionate historian, A 
tributary state has no independent authority to make war 

or peace, has no claims on the sovereign. Shauth and 
Sardeshmukhi over the six Subhas of Deccan were granted to 
the Marathas who went on exploiting their advantage till 
they demanded tribute from the whole of the Imperial domain, 
No man of commonsehse would look on this relation as one 

of subordination to Mughal crown, The Marathas were realists 
and were satisfied with the direction of policy leaving 
ostentations display to the effete successors of ee 
In short, we can conclude, that iiarathas have not lost their 
sovereignty. they possessed tde facto ' sovereignty not 
only over the territory of Swarajya but overall the terri- 


tories from which they collected Chauth and Sardeshmukhi. 
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by Pilaji Jadhav to visit Uhimaji Appa; failing he ( Manaji 
Jadhav ) would be responsible for the consequences; to which 
he replied that this pressure tactics are of no use and he 


is the servant of Shahu and that he would prefer death to 


—\ 


obey orders issued by anybody else, He ( Manaji Jadhav ) 
archer requested Shahu to look into the matter and phyA 
punish the guilty individual in question, ‘he most glaring 
example of loyalty is that of Chitnis family. In a Sanad 
granted i: to Jivaji shanderao Chitanwis, in 1734, by Shahu 
it is stated, Balaji avaji the grand father of Jivaji has 
served Swami i.e. Shivaji and later on Sambhaji and Hajaram, 
The Sandd details the sufferings which Khando ballal - father 
of Jivaji had undergone during the critical days of Swarajya, 
fhe Sanad further states, ' you ( Jivaji ) are also serving 
the Swami { Shahu ) and sare loyal to him. Therefore, this 
Sanad is granted to you.' Balaji Bajirao had ee the 


same feeling after the death of Shahu, in a letter 


written by him to larabai, the mother of Kamraja, In this 


letter he states that "the (king| should not keep any doubt 


al 
about his motives because there is nothing sacrosanct on 


earth than the feet of Swami, Late Chhatrapati Shahu had 
looked after him as his ( Shahuts ) son and had delegated the 
responsibilities of aaministration. He further states that 


he nad served loyally Shahu and continues to serve you 


140. Sanadapatre, 


141.  Marathyanchya Itihasachi Sadhane, Vol. 6 


** 145 oe 


( New Chhatrapati Kam Haja ) in the same spirit. Please 


have an audience to remove doubts from your mind,’ 
Policy Decisions 


All important policy decisions were taken by 
Chhatrapati and Peshwa, This was true in case of Shahu 
and the first three Peshwas, namely, balaji Vishwanath, 
Bajirao and Nanasaheb, sarring a few occasions of conflicts 
the relations between the two, i.e. chhatrapati| were nota. 
only cordial but also homely, i.e. as members of the same 
family. Still there were a few occasions when Peshwas 
yielded to Shahu. 'He ( Shahu } never allowed, writes 
hime either Peshwas or anyoody else to interfere 
in the affairs of his relatives,’ Sardesai further states 
that it was the temperate nature of Shahu which created a 


favourable atmosphere among #iaratnas, A letter written by 


Purandare to Chimaji Appa ‘records how Shahu was afraid 


ond 


of giving orders on political complications in the absence 

of Sica” Yet, two important policies framed by 
Peshwas, if implemented could have far reaching political 
impacts upon Maratha umpire, could not be implemented because 
Shéhu and Sambhaji of Kolhapur acted against it, The first 


was the policy in respect of Goa framed by bajirao and 
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another was the policy of Balaji sajirao to unite two 
Maratha kingdoms, i.e. Satara and Kolhapur into one kingdom, 
Obviously, the policies, if implemented would have far 
reaching consequences, JSajirao was eager to conquer Goa 

and to rout Portuguese from the territories, as they were 
driven out from Wasai ( Bassein ) and Sashti, by Chimaji 


- 1hk 
Appa, ’Chimaji appa replied to Portuguese ambassador 


that he was equally eager as Bajirao was, to drive out 
Portuguese from India, but we had not done so only to oblige 
the English.' This news reached Portuguese through Dadajirao 
Bhave Nargundkar who advised Portuguese that they should 
fortify their forts steaae Bven during the days of Balaji 
Bajirao plans were made to rout Portuguese power from Goa, 

In a letter ~ dated 5-3-1747, written to .amchandraoaba,: 
Balaji Bajirao had expressed his inability to do so, because 
of other difficulties which he had to face at that time. 

His attempts continued in the next year also, i.e. in 1748. 
However, Shahu desired that the port of Goa should remain 

in the hands of Portuguese. Two important personalities - 
Naroram Mantri and xamkrishna Chimanaji - were inclined 
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towards Portuguese, In June 1741, Shivajipant Deoji 
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wrote to the Secretary to the Viceroy of Goa, what Shahu 
said about Goa, He states that 'Shahu said that Gow was 
an excellent port and it should not be attacked. sby 
attacking it, it is not going to be profitable to him in 
any way. On the contrary, it is profitable to have it in 
the possession of ore because we are getting 


excellent goods from it.’ 
Efforts to Unite Two States 


When Shahu was released, Maharashtra at that time 
was a house divided against itself. he territory of 
Swarajya was divided into two antogonistic'sub states with 
Shahu at Satara and Shivaji If and his do Gier Tareea at 
Kolhapur, Moreover, there were internal factions within 
each of this division. Hajaram had another wife, besides 
Tarabai named Kajasbai, She and ner son Sambhaji II 


succeeded in usurping power and putting Tarabai and her son 


into prison, Now the conflict started between Sambhaji of 


— 
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Kolhapur and Shahu of Satara, Ultimately, both entered 
into treaty agreement at Warna in 1731 by which it was 
agreed that Sambhaji should rule over the southern division 
of the Maratha kingdom - between Krishna and Tungabhadra 
—— = In order to remove the conflict between the two 


states dalaji Sajirao, wisely entered into a secret treaty 
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in 1740 with Sambhaji of Kolhapur, Since, Shahu had no 


son, it was accepted in this secret treaty, that after the 


’ 
deatn of Shahu, Sambhaji should become the Chhatrapati and 
thus, two states would be merged into one. But Shahu did 
not like this idea, On the death bed, he wrote to Balaji 
Bajirao that Sambhaji of Kolhapur should not be accepted 
as a ihe So the adopted son of Shahu, i.e. tam Raja 
became Chhatrapati. Therefore, the two sub states conti- 
nued to exist separately and continued the quarrel in the 
same spirit. However, immediately after the death of Shahu 
salaji sajirao end sadashivrao Bhau wrote Kararnama 
( Undertaking }) by which both agreed to serve the new 
Uhhatrapati and to unify the two states, The document is 
a very important one, signifying the urge on the part of 
the reshwas to unite into one, two Maratha states, In this 
Kararnemna ~t it is stated by Balaji sajireo and Sadashiv 
Chimnaji, that 'during the days of Shahu both Shahu and 
Samohaji had signed the treaty of Warna. oShahu is no more 
and he had left no son. ‘therefore, this kingdom belongs 
to you ( Sambhaji of holhapur ) and now there should be 
only one Chhatrapati, while Shahu was alive, we both had 
been to you at Satara court, and had promised you, that 
after the death of Shahu, both kingdoms were yours, and that 
oe SS EE ee eee ee ee 
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we shall serve you loyally and faithfully as we had served 
Shahu., We had taken a vow to that effect, We are now 
prepared to serve under you and behave according to your 


orders,' 
Attempt Failed : 


However, this attempt failed. Undaunted by the 
(a ry «a 
failure, Balaji renewed his attempt to unify th®ése two 


states in 1760, By this time, Sambhaji of Kolhapur had 


become old. He had no son, Balaji Bajirao, therefore, 


suggested that Sambhaji should adopt Ram HXaja { Kuler of 


a 


Satara ) as his son, After the death of Sambhaji,Ram Haja 
would automatically become the ruler of both Satara and 
Kolhapur, But Sambhaji ( of Kolhapur ) decided otherwise, 
Prior to his death he decided to adopt a son belonging to 
Khanwatkar Bhosale family. Thus, the attempt of Balaji 
Bajirao to unify the two states failed again, Balaji 
Bajirao continued his attempts and suggested that the same 
son of Khanwatkar shosale family who Tarabai was going to 
adopt should be adopted by nam Naja and thus it should pave 
the way for the unification of Satara and Kolhapur kingdoms 
in the near ee But the death of salaji Bajirao in 
1761, put an end to all these attempts. This will prove 


beyond doubt that the policies of national importance framed 
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by Peshwas were not accepted by Chhatrapatis and the 


Chhatrapatis had the final say in this matter, 
Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity etc, : 


luring the 17th and the 18th centuries the sphere 
of state activity was very limited, the activities of the 
government centred round defence only from fofeign enemies 
and security from terbulent elements within its territory. 
The smallest unit in the administration was village and 
Patil was the chief officer, His principal duty was to 
suvervise cultivation and collect government assessment, 
He was also in charge of peace and order. Petty offences 
were tried by him, a bit serious by Panchayat and serious 
crimes were reported to the district officers. In addition 


to these duties, Patil was responsible for the defence of 


ee 


the village. Chere fore) watandars, caranjamdars and Sardars 


had the duty of collecting the revenue from their watan. 

The Sanads granted to various individuals for doing different 
jobs refer only to this aspect, The sanad granted by 

Mughal Emperor to Shahu Lf mentions a few additional factors, 
On behalf of Shahu, Mahipat anandrao agreed to tkeep ryots 
happy; to being barren land under cultivation within a 


period of three years, will administer the state in such a 


manner that no criminal will ever dare to trouble the people.' 


536 Treaties, Agreements and Sanads,. 


Usually, watans, inams etc. granted to people refer only 
to the rights of the receiver to collect different things 


from nyot, For example, watan granted to Balambhat Vaidya 


q aria: . a 


or in 1740 enumerates the following rights : 


. ae 


1. hupee for every hundred rupees of the land 
revenue in caBh. 

1. ‘three Pailies for every khandi of grain of the 
land revenue in kind. 

1. One Dhada for every khandi of groceries of the 
land revenue in kind. 

1. One kuka from the carrier of every bullock load 
on account of octroi, 

1. Three Pailies of every khandi and ten sheers of 
every khandi brought by sea, 

1. Three Pailies of salt from every salt manufactory, 

1. Half a sheer of oil every month from every oil 
press, 

1. Half a sheer of butter every year for every she- 
buffalow belonging to a cowherd. 

1. One sheer of butter and one head screen for use 
in the rainy season every year from each village, 

1. One pair of shoes every year from the shoe maker 


of each village, 


It was the duty and responsibility of Sardars to 


raise the necessary army and to maintain it properly. They 


had to obey the orders of Chhatrapati, failing which they 
were first reprimanded and later punished, usually by the 
Peshwas. On 15th February 1724 all 'the Sardars were 
directed to proceed against the province of Bhaganagar with 
a large army and were informed that the Sar Lashkar and 
Pradhan were ordered to join er In a letter written 
to Kanhoji angre in 1726, Shahu informed him that the army 
of Shamal ( Siddi ) had assemodled below the fort of Palgad 
and intended to attack it, He was, therefore, directed to 
send assistance to the fort. ie On the 18th November, 
1727, Sultanji Nimbalkar was directed = to send 2000 swars 
to the Huzur ( i.e, Shahu ). Deshmukhs of Paragana 
Laxmeshwar ‘were asked to collect the men and to prevent 
the Nabab from entering their province, till the arrival of 
wagered Bajirao and Senapati ‘were directea to collect 
a bt eal and to carry out the object the haja had in 


view,' Anandrao Somawanshi Sar Lashkar was ordered by 


Shahu to accompany bajirao Pradhan, He failed to do so, 


hd, Diary of Shahu, 
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ile was, therefore, reprimanded for his neglect and was 
directed to join at fe In the year 1734-35 there 

was a thick rumour that an army was coming from Velhi to 
the Deccan. Consequently, Shahu wrote to many Sardars that 
there Was no knowing what contingency might arise and asked 


them to be near at hand with their forces, 
Division of finance ; 


ihe distribution of revenue between Sardars and 
central government was based upon an agreement entered into, 
by the respective parties, Important Sardars like Holkar, 
Shinde and Pawar were bound by the agreement, On page 152, 
Treaties, Agreements and Sanads, we come across the division 
of revenue aaers of Northern Hindustan between the 
1 


different parties, The total revenue is to be divided 


in the following manner 


~ 


Total 100, out of it - percentage ; 
46 to central government; Ks. 53 As. 6 deducted from 
this Pawar's share its. 7 As. 6, 
21 to Holkar; Ks, 23 As. 5 deducted Pawar's share 
RS, 2 aoe 56 
peas 


21 to Shinde; hs. #W as. 5 deducted Pawar's shure 


is. Zz nS, Se 
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160. ‘treaties, Agreements and Sanads, 
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32 To Pawar from this year by Treaty - 
8 Khanderao bin Yeshwantrao Pawar 


4 Krishnaji and Jiwaji Pawar ( half each } 


100 als 
161 

An Agreement signed with Khan ajam clearly 
mentions the division of revenue, 'Out of the whole 
revenue of 4 Paraganas, namely Bhadalwad, Khelchipur, Lohar~ 
wada, slanpur, including octroi and other cesses that may 
pe realisea, one half shoulda be paid to the Kamavisdar of 
Government and the other half should be paid to the Khan,..., 
The Kamavisdar of the government and the Kamavisdaer of the 
Khan should cooperate in putting down persons who may create 
disturbance in the province, ‘the expenses of keeping wo 


an army should be borne by both the parties,! 
Tribute to Central Government 


Sardars and Saranjamdars had to pay yearly tribute 
to haja Chhatrapati, i.e. central government. There are 
many letters available, admonishing Sardars for not sending 
yearly tribute, In a letter ii written to Kanhoji Angre 
in 1725, Shahu had directed hanhoji Angre 'to remit the 
amount of his tribute of Hs, 12,000 for the year Khamas 


together with the arrears of the previous year, at an early 


161. Diary of Balaji Bajirao, 


162. Diary of Shahu. 
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date. Again in the year 1726 Shahu wrote a letter to 
Angre, directing him to send the arrears without delay. 
This letter mentione the Treaty . signed by both parties 
i.e. Bajirao Pradhan and Angre. By this treaty Angre was 
bound 'to pay ks, 17,5CO annually to sajirao Pradhan. ‘the 
amount was in arrears for two years. It was assigned to 
the expenses of Hoyal house-hold.' On the 19th Januaay 
1735 Shahu wrote to haghuji Bhosale Bs that 'the annual 
tribute due from him was in arrears,' nkaghuji was frequently 
written to but without effect, taghuji was now warned that 
if the amount for the current and the preceding years was 
not paid, the kaja Shahu would take severe steps and then 
it would go hard with him, In 1742-43, haghuji shosale 
,_ | Sena Sahib Subha twas asked to remit two laks of nHupees as 

Ye agreed upon 7 Khande Hajurit by Shahu. In December 1735 

Shahu wrote aig to Shrimati Umabai Dabhade, directing her 


'to remit the tribute due from her without delay ... 
Watan was not Absolute ; 


the watan, Saranjam etc, were not adsolute, It was 


163. Diary of Shahu. 
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subject to good behaviour, service of the holder to the 
Chhatrapati, and the pleasure of the saja, In 1715 the 

tSar Deshmukhi Watan 7 enjoyed by Parashuram trimbak 
Pratinidhi was, for his unsatisfactory behaviour towards 
government, attached in 1711-12' was restored to him, 
During the intervening period of 4&4 to 5 years it was handed 
over to Jyotyaji khedarkar, Un certain occasions, important, 
personalities like Peshwa and Senapati were also removed 
from their posts, S&handerao Dabhade was removed from the 
post of Sena Khas Khel and his place was given to Manasing 
More, In January 1717, Manasing More was removed and 
Uabhade was appointed as scaieek at CUhhatrapati had the 
authority bo order, for the part of Saranjami watan, the 
transfer of Saranjami to any indiviaual of his choice, is 
proved by a letter written by Khanderao Dabhade Senapati 

to Shahu. This fact is mentioned in the reply which Shahu 
wrote to Vabhade, At the request of Shahu, Dabhade Senapati 
consented to surrender half of his Saranjam to Kanhoji 
Bhosale,. tm In 1747, *hahu removed Balaji Bajirao, from the 


post of Peshwa, Within a few months the post of reshwa was 


restored to him again, Prior to his removal from the post 


166, Diary of Shahu, 
167. i x 
168. tt tt 


of Peshwa, rumours spread in different directions, Balaji 
Bajirao in his letter to Govindrao Chitnis, refers to this 
rumour, salaji Bajirao had asked Govindrao Uhitnis to wait 
upon Swami, i.e. Shahu by all means and to communicate Shahu 
certain points of important policies, He fears that ‘the 
news of his dismissal will reach Nabab { Nizam ), The news 
of reappointment will also reach him ( Nizam ).'t It will 
have bad Re on donh om In 174950) Shahu removed aApaji 
Somwanshi from the office of Sar Lashkar and conferred it 
on Nimbaji Naik Nimbalkar, ‘The Saranjam of the office was 
therefore transferred to videaitatek | These few inci- 


dents show that watans, though usually hereditory, were not 


absolute, 
Power to Punish Sardars 


Disobedience of noyal order was met with punishment, 
Upto the death of Shahu Chhatrapati, Peshwas carried out 
this responsibility, on behalf of Shahu, Important and 
powerful Sardars like angre, Dabhade, Bhosale were also 
subjected to punishment, Before taking any penal action 
against any Sardar, Snahu generally wrote letters to those 


rebellious, disobedient Sardars, pointing out their mistake 


169. Aitihasik Patravyavahar, 


170% Diary of Balaji Bajirao. 


and giving a warning to them, that if they fail to obey 

the orders, they will have to face the consequences. In 1715«= 
1716 Shahu wrote to Janoji Naik Nimbalkar that he ( Shahu } 
has received the news of his ( Nimbalkar's ) attack upon 
Akluj. 'He ( Nimbalkar ) was reprimanded for his conduct 
and was directed to restore the cattle to the respective 

va teen In May 1729 'Kaghoji Kadamrao and Sawai 
Katsing Kadamrao were informed that the news has reached 
government that they nave attacked thé province of Malwa and 
levied the contribution ,,, They were rebuked for trespassing 
on the province of Bajirao Pandit and were directed to 
restore to him all the money they had collected, fhey were 
further directed to aostain from plundering the country in 
future and were told that Bajirao would otherwise retaliate 
by plundering their teas In 1731, Shahu wrote to 
hajashree Fond Sawant bhosale Sardesai Prant Kudal, when 

he heard the news that bhosale had attacked the territory 

of Sekhoji Angre, He ( 8hosale ) was rebuked for his conduct 
and Was directed to desist from molesting Angre's coo 
On the 8th November 1732 Shahu wrote to anandrao Somawanshi 
Sar Lashkar, reminding him, his ( Shahu's ) orcer in which 

he ( Somawanshi ) 'was asked to accompany Bajirao Pradhan 


cosine to Nizam. He failed to do so, He was reprimanded for 


171.6 Diary of Shahu, 
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his neglect and was directed to join Bajirao at once,’ 

He was furtner told that if he fails in his duty, he will 
have to face all the conten In August 1735, 
Shahu wrote letters to Udaji Pawar, taghoji and Katsing 
Kadamrao, Malharji Holkar, that they should not disturb 
the territory Badwani, belonging to hana anupsing and 
Kuwar ay They were further told that nana 


Anupsing and Kuwar Pahadsing were nominees of the government 
Rise of Peshwats Power 


From 1720 onwards, the duty of punishing disobedient 
and recalcitrant Sardars was @faturallys entrusted to Peshwas, 
This policy unintentionally made Peshwas very powerful. 

The other ministers at Satara gradually became unimportant, 
another important factor which added to the power of Feshwa 
is the independence of administration at Poona, therefore 


the centre of administration automatically shifted from 9 


Satara to Poona, it means in practice from Chhatrapati to 
Peshwa, lhe policy of sajirao was followed by his son 
Balaji bajirao, He started centralisation of authority 


from 1740 by limiting the authority of important Sardars, 


‘In 1744 he limited tne power of naghuji Bhosale, in 1746 


made Babuji Naik Barematikar insignificant, humbled 


17h. Diary of Shahu. 
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Pratinidni and Yamaji Sivdeo in 1750, Vabhade and Damaji 

q Gaikwad in 1751 and Tarabai in 1753. This concentration 

of authority in the hands of Peshwas soon became intolerable 
not only to the old guards but also to the new Sardars like 

Oe aR 
Shinde, dolkar , (undele,) etc. This concentration of 
i = 
authority in the hands of Peshwa, was not the result of the 


quasi-federal constitution which the first Peshwa Balaji 


— _ 
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Chhatrapati, Power enjoyed by Peshwas was de-facto and 


not ‘de jure’, 
Granting Titles etc. : 


The Central Government, i.e. Chhatrapati, alone had 
the authority to confer titles and honours to individuals, 
In 1736 Shahu granted the title of 'liindurait ( fggiTaT ) 
to Leoji Somawanshi for his long and faithful service, ft 


176 
The following titles appear in the Diaries of Yeshwas, 


Year Title Person. 

1735-6 Hindurai Deoji Somawanshi, 

1740. ” Mahadeorao Somawanshi,. 

L75L. Himmat Bahadar, Udaji Chavan. 

1754. Samsher Bahadar, Damaji Gaikwad, 

Before 1764 Vajarat Maha, Manaji Angre, 

176s Senapati. Yeshwantrao Dabhade (Talegaon) 


176 Diary of Balaji Bajirao, 


Year Title Person, 
1764 Sena Khaskhel Trimbakrao Dabhade (Talegaon) 
176k Sena Saheb Subha Raghoji Bhosale of Nagpur, 
1757=59 Sena Dhurandhar, Mudhoji Bhosale of Nagpur 
1758 Dnurandhar Samsher 
Bahadur Santaji Atole 
1759 Maharao Janoji Nimhalkar 
1760-61 Himmat Bahadar Khanderao Gaikwad 
tt Hustumrao Samsher 
Bahadur Mansing Kadu 
" rattejang sahadur Subhanrao Mahanarva 
Safejang Bahadur Hanamantrao Atole 
" sarlashkar Nimbaji Naik 


“ vena Bara Hajari Sultanji Yeshwantrao 


Maharashtra Dharma : 


The political philosophy of Maharashtra Dharma 
continued to guide the Maratha Empire which was expanding : 
in different directions. The Swarajya - the territory 
of Maharashtra - was already governed by Chhatrapati, 
Since, the aim of establishing Maharashtra Dharma in 
Swarajya, was realised, naturally there are very few 
references to the ideal of Maharashtra Dharma during this 


period, ‘The few references with their context are given 


Ae, 


below, in the year 1735 Shahu wrote a letter to 


17% Diary of Shahu. 
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Rajashree Fond Savant B3hosale of Province Kudal. In 

this letter he reprimanded Savant ‘for keeping in confine- 
ment the wife of a brahmin Gopal Hamrao and was told that 
such an act was against the principles of Maharashtra 
Dharma. He { Fond Savant }) was directed to set the woman 

at liberty.' the concept that owarajya(is)the abode of 


—_—_—————" 


Brahmins and Gods, continued/éo dominate during this period, 

Hajeshree Khandoji Jagtap ‘was directed hot to molest the 

village of Xevansiddha and was informed that much good 

would result from the protection of god ana ree 

In 1745 Shahu received a complaint from(Sama) Joshi bin Eisen 
_— ‘gi 

Divakar Joshi that ‘annoyance was caused to the religious 

asylums of Shrimant Perama Hansa Adwait Vedant Shri Poorna 

Prakash, founded on the banks of Godavari in the Paragana 

of Wankonda, Wanwell and Indur and at other places, Orders 

were issued ( by Shahu ) to all Sardars, Shile#ars, hanedars 

and Kamavisdars, to abstain from giving any annoyance to 

the asylums and to the disciples residing tier In 

1744, Shahu issued an oraer ‘directing district officers 

and the Brahmins of the Paragana Ghatberi to admit Tuljo 

Bhat Joshi of Mauje Leolgaon into the caste ana dine with 

him.’ The Brahmin in question was bewitemed by a haired 

Gosavi and polluted, The Brahmin subsequently repented and 


pax pRayed the Brahmins of Paithan to re-admit him into the 


T7Et Diary of Shahu, 
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caste. Brahmins granted his prayer and hence an order was 


issued, ——— 


_ 


Bassein and Goa : 


In 1722, Pathares - residents in Paragana Salsette 
and Patil of Prant Bassein came to Satara to visit Peshwa 
Bajirao and his boother Chimnajipant Appa, They informed 
the Peshwas that the Portuguese had desecrated temples and 
other sacred places, had put down the Maharashtra Dharma 
and had polluted the Hindus, They requested the Peshwa to 
lead a campaign against the province, to conquer it and 
to establish the Hindu ee This is the reason for 
the conflict between Portuguese and Marathas, On the Sth 
January 1722 reshwa Bajirao and Portuguese signed 4 treaty 
but it was short-lived, Portuguese continued to harass 
Hindus. Bajirao wrote to Portuguese authorities on the 6th 
December 1723, that if their intentions was to create 


ula 


trouble then inform them accordingly. Tey would communicate 


—_— 


om be —_— 


the same to their military.( This theory is supported 
Latts 


by another: written by Damaji Gaikwad, He states that 'Portu- 


guese had desecrated Hindu Dharma, therefore Chimaji Appa 
182 
opened @ campaign against them and conquered a few places,' 


180. Diary of Balaji sajirao 
181. Portuguese Marathe kelations,. 


182. Peshwe Daptar 16. 
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183 
The Bakhar of Sashti states that Bajirao opened a2 


campaign against the Portuguese in Bassein in order to 
establish Maharashtra Dharma, while congratulating Chimagi 
Appa upon his successful campaign of Bassein, Malharrao 
writes that he was very glad to hear the news of the 
capture of Bassein in detail from the letters, The purpose 


GL of the incarnation oftrami is to establish Gods and 


7 184 — 
ox Brahmins, Amritrao Dinkar writes us Chimaji Appa that 
185 
the Swami will establish Hindu HKajya, In the National 


Library at Paris there is one hand written bakhar ( Chro- 
nique de Shivadji MS 661 ) by Balaji Ganesh, Une 
sentence from this takhar reads like this : In the capture 
of Bassein, Chimaji appa had established a religious Hindu 


186 
Hajya, oased upon Hindu religion. 


Me we 


While negotiating with’ Portuguese, Marathas always 
~~ A 
insisted upon the following points - (a) Hindus should not 


| be subjected to inquisition, (b}) rortuguese should not 


Ae collect Shendikar ( aeraeT ) = a sort of Zizia - from 
at Hindus. (c) Hindus must enjoy complete religious freedom, 


@ 


' On the 30th January 1740 Bajirao wrote a letter to the 
Governor of Bombay, who was working as an intermediary, 
—  « - eh Jee! wi a UCC” 
183. Portuguese Marathe kelations, 
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186, Portuguese Marathe selations. 
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enlisting twelve points of demands, to be granted by 
Portuguese authorities. Out of these one refers to the 
observation of Maharashtra Dharma in Sashti and Bardesh 

by those people who believe in it, Another refers to the 
same thing i.e, Maharashtra Dharma in Goa, Bajirao has 
demanded complete freedom from religious torture for Hindus 
in walan This policy of Marathas towards Portuguese 

bore fruits, Portuguese thought it expedient to change 
their policy of religious persecution. They thought that 
if Hindus were given religious freedom, they will not 
cooperate with gael Bator because Portuguese experienced, 
the help which Hindus from their territory i.e. sassein 

and Goa, had given to Chimaji appa and bajireo during their 


campaign against Portuguese, 
Other Traditions : 


the episode = the return of the daughter-in-law 
of Subhedar of Kalyan by Shivaji is well known to all the 
students of History. Similar incident occured during 
Shahu's regime, In April, 1736 Shahu issued an order to 
Shrimati Umabai Dabhade and Baburao Dabhade Sena Khaskhel 
to set at liberty, the daughter of Abdulla Khan, Diwan of 


Nabab, The daughter of sbdulla Khan was arrested by 7 
nk ag ‘ 


seal ss 


187. Portuguese Marathe ttelations, 


188. n " 


a 


eo 166 ee 


Baburao Dabhade, while she was on her way from Surat to 
Aurangabad and was kept in confinement. The W Nabab and 
Abdulla Khan wrote to Shahu in this respect, shahu, 
therefore, ordered her release and asked Dabhade to safely 
escort her to Aurangabad with her Sette ley MGS 
Shahu wrote letters to iajeshree Haghoji Bhosale, Haghunath 
Bhat Patwardhan, asking them to send (the two captives to 
the Hugur., The two captives - employees of Kanhoji Bhosale 
were kept as prisonerf of war, Shahu reprimanded dagho ji 
Bhosale and Patwardhan for this treatment given to, So } 
captives, reminding them that throughout the whole kingdom 


- 190 
soldiers captured in war were never kept as prisoners. 


Death of Shahu : 


Shahu died on the 15th December 1749, He was the 
central figure of Maratha tmpire for a perioa of oughly) 
42 years, after the death of Shahu, we witness the gracual 
disintegration of Maratha Quasi-Federal State. It was he 
who ultimately dictated the policy. He nas shressed the 
unity mnie oat Ac: A letter written by Naroram to sajirao 
on the one December 1730, reflects the central thought of 
Shahuts mind, Naroram states ( what Shahu had said ) - 


'Marathas of this State have gone to different directions, 


The impression, that we are going to drive out others, 


189. Diary of Shahu, 
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who are left behind, is certainly not good, It is not 

my intention to state that your volicy is unsound, but 

you should not be held responsible for mei driving out 

Marathas from this state. Whatever is to be done or 

achieved, is to be done in such a manner that it will not 

hamper the administration of the State. Dabhades are going 

out ana the enemies are coming nerarer, ‘Therefore, it is 
sat essential to pe (Prdcautious for the protection of our state 

and our action should not go against the general will of 

the Laas Shahuts policy was not followed either by 
- . Chhatrapati or by Peshwas, The principles which Balaji 


_—" 


Vishwanath laid down were not scrupelously followed by 


Marathas, water on in addition to these araw-backs, there 
was '*Panipat' which came as a stunning blow to Maratha 
5 State, From 1750 onwards there was gradual disintegration 
1 | of Maratha Empire. The causes etc. of this disintegration 


of the wuasi-Federal State are written in the next chapter, 


191. Peshwe Vaptar, Vol. 12. 


Chapter VII 
DISINTEGHATION OF QUASI-FEDENAL STATE : 


The period under review i.e, from 1750 to 1795 -1818 
can be divided into following parts : (a) From the death 
of Shahu to the death of Nanasaheb i.e. 1750" - 1761 (b) 
Restoration i.e. 1761 to 1772 (c} 1772 to 1795 i.e. from 
the death of Madhavrao to Battle of Kharda, and lastly 


(d) From 1795 to 1818. 
The death of Shahu : 


The death of Shahu was a blow to the Maratha State 
and to the principles underlying the yguasi-Federal State, 
Shahu was the central figure in Maratha Empire, He belonged 
to the very family of Shivaji and therefore he was respected 
by the majority of the members of the #tlanarashtrian society, 
From 1750, no Chhatrapati comanded sucn a respect - neither 
from the Peshwas nor from the peer - as Shahu did, 
ham kaja and other Chhatrapatis succeeded to the throne at 
Satara, were insignificant, feat power shifted from 
Chhatrapati to the Peshwas, this transfer of power took 
place gradually. The silent revolution of this transfer 
of power culminating in the supremacy of Peshwas was going 
on even during the days of Shahu, Shahu was able to feng 

pr bis ministers, while his adopted successors were controlled 
mw 


udy the Peshwas. The office of Peshwa became hereditary, 


de® was contrary to the principles laid down by Shivaji. 
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Prof «,P.,Patwardhan rightly observes in his introduction 
to the Rise of the #iaratha Power { Hy Late Justice M.G, 
hanade ) : twhat with Shivaji was exceptional, and 
prompted by very special circumstances, became a matter of 
everyday occurance, Officers came to be hereditary, and 
watan and jagirs came to be bestowed on a lavish scale ... 
sanade recognises that the departure from Shivaji's 
principles 'was forced upon the Government of Shahu by 


the events that has preceded his accession to power,’ 
——— a 


Marathas : Supreme arbiter of Delhi : 


Bajirao I, had dominated Delhi. His son Nanasaheb 
continued the same policy of Expansion of Maratha Empire 
in the North, Nanasaheb marched northwards in 1741; in 
1744 he went to Bundel Khand and collected Chauth from 
Agra, Alkehabad, Patna and Bengal Provinces, In 1748 
Nanasaheb visited North again, Abdali had invaded Punjab 
in the early months of 1748. In 1750, he collected revenue 
from the Subhedars of four districts of Punjab - Sialkot, 
Pasrur, Gujrat and aurangabad, In 1752 Abdali again 
invaded Punjab and seized the Subhas of Lahore and Multan, 
In April, Marathas i.e. 'Shinde and Holkar concluded 4 
defence pact with Nabab by which the defence of the Mughal 
fmpire against Borba foes and internal enemies was 
entrusted to the Peshwa, For his armed support the Peshwa 
was to receive fifty lakhs of rupees in cash out of which 


thirty lakhs was the price for keeping Abdali out, The 


Chauth of the Punjab and dind was likewise ceded to the 
Peshwa for military expenses. The pact thus put the entire 
resources of the Mughal empire at the disposal of the 
Peshwa in return for which he pledged himself to meet 
aggression at any point, lhe Maratha objective of esta- 
blishing sovereignty over the whole: North India seemed to 
have realised. ‘This pact put heavy responsibilities on 

the Peshwa, Shinde, Holkar and Haghoba ( brother of Peshwa ) 
were the three important personalities who handled the 
affairs in the North. In 1754, they deposed the Delhi 
Emperor &k Ahmad Shah and Alamgir II was made Emperor. 
This revolution proved the ability of the Marathas to 


become the supreme arbiters of the Mughal impire, 
Abdali 


When the main Maratha army returned to Deccan in 
rf 1755-56 Delhi felled a prey to the ahmad Shah abdali, eons 

Muslims and Hindus, rich and poor, were subjected to all 
kinds of inhuman torture to make them divulge their secret 
hoards and deliver them to the conqueror, Mansions of 
noblemen were dug up for treasure, Mathura dnd Hrindaban 
two holy places of Hindus, were plundered, thousands were 
massacred, idols were broken and temples set on fire, In 
May 1757 Marathas entered Doab and came to Delhi in august, 
Nagib Khan left Delhi, and Marathas again entered Delhi, 
A new treaty was concluded, In January 1758, naghoba 


crossed Yamuna and invaded Punjab. Abdali'ts son was defeated 


and Lahore was captured. Maratha army reached the banks 
of Indus, haghoba reachea Velhi on his return march in 


June and reached Poona in September 1758, 


The defeat and expulsion of his son - ‘imur Shan 
who was viceroy of Punjab - in 1758 obviously enraged 
Ahmad Shah Abaali. He made huge preparations, crossed the 
Indus and attacked Lahore in 1759, Sabaji Shinde who was 
at Lahore retreated to Delhi. By the end of 1759 Abdali 
crossed Yamuna and joined Nagib Khan. In 1760, aodali 
defeated Shinde. The news of Abdalits invasion reached 
Peshwa at Ahmednagar, Peshwats army, under Sadashivrao 
set out on the 16th March 1760, On the 2nd august, 
Sadashivrao entered Deihi, On the 16th Uctober Sadashivrao 
marched northward and occupded Kunjapura, fhe great battle 
of Panipat took place on the 14th January, in which the 


Marathas were defeated, 
Pesnwa ana the Sardars 


It is usually said that the battle of Panipat is 
the great dividing line of Maratha History, It is important 
from our point of view eens. because it changed the 
relationship between Peshwa and the Maratna Sardars, Thus 
the execution of the important principle of Quasi-Federal 
State viz. on behalf of Chhatrapati, Peshwas were to 
suppress the rebellious Sardars, who defied the central 


government - was to be abandoned. It was a disastrous blow 


to the prestige of Peshwa, who had become the one unifying 
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influence in Maratha Government after the death of Shahu,. 
Chhatrapati at Satara was nowhere in the picture either 
before the battle of Panipat or after the battle of Panipat. 
Important decisions used to be taken by the Peshwa and his 
Sardars in the place of Chnatrapati and Peshwas, This action 
ofi the part of Peshwa again flouted the principle of 
Quasi-Federal State, Of course, Peshwas could not be blamed 
for this, because ham Naja was incapable of giving any 
advice. Incapacity to render advice, to control Sardars 

etc. on the part of Uhhatrapati was an important political 


factor which brought about the end of Maratha Kmpire, 


Chhatrapati and Peshwa ;} 


During the period 1750 to 1760, the Maratha empire 
Was territorially expunding. The seeds of disruption were 
also sowed at this time, Peshwa suspected the activities 
of Ham Haja. A letter ve written by Ham naja in 1751 to 
Balaji bajirao as a reply to his { Balaji sajirao's ) letter 
states - Your ( Balaji's ) letter shows that you suspect 
that Yashwantrao Vabhade Senapati Sena Khas khel, who has 
fled from Poona, may have come to Satara, and that he may 
by a personal interview, so far interest us in his behalf 


as to induce us to withdraw from you the grant of half the 


Guzgrath, which has already been made, or to interfere with 
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the terms of any agreement that he may have entered into, 

We wish to inform you that the Senapati has not come to 

the hugzur ... nest assured that you stand in our good 
graces.t ‘lwo letters dated 18-1-1753 and 25-71-1753 
addressed to Udaji Chavan and Shivaji khandekar respectively 
reflect the situation. A letter wee to Udaji Chavan states 
‘You had the audacity to levy contributions at your plea- 
sure from the Khasgi village and to engage in a general 
quarrel against Miraj. whose servant do you call yourself 
and whose territory do you pkrki pillage ? How in the face 
of these acts can you expect a continuance of the Saranjam ? 
Do whatever you think best.’ Shivaji Khandekar bas was 
directed to induce Himmat Bahadar, who had laid seige to 
Mouje Soni, to so back, Maths, temples and Leosthans 

which were protected from the days of Shivaji were looted 

oy the Sardars, In 1752 the religious monastery of Shri 
Nagnath Deo at Manur was attacked and plundered by Daryabai 
Nimbalkar ‘nega The aim of establishing Swarajya was to 
make it an abode of Gods and Brahmins ( ea arearawe ). 
Yet a letter written in 1752 refers to the er of 


brahmins. It is stated that brahmin population of the 


Konkan is oppressed by the Angre and the Watandars have 
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left the province, fhe Paragana of sassein was under 


the management of the Abasgi Lepartment, AHaghoji shosale 

in 1752, turned out the government officers of the 

paragana and brought it uncer his jurisdiction, This 
incident shows how important Sardars like kaghoji Bhosale 
could flout the terms and conditions of the treaty. the . 
singleness of purpose which is essential to achieve some 
political end in view, which was existing from the days of 
Shivaji to Shahu, was lost, s#veryboay suspected the real 
intention of the other. Therefore, there is no wonder, 

that Marathas lost the battle of Panipat. ‘the Chhatrapati 
suspected the Peshwa, In a letter to Shivaji Salokhe, 

Ham Raja writes that 'Pradhan Pandit ( Peshwa ) was going 

to his ( naja's ) territory, Therefore, he was directed 

to be on his guard and to protect the government rece Mae 
There are many instances when the Khasgi territory belonging 
to Chhatrapati was looted, For example, Yemaji Pant's son 
had plunaered some villages in Baramati, Malharji Holkar 
Was requested to recover the thanas in Mhasawad in Prant 
Sultanpur which was molested by Bandes, Kanhoji Mohite 

in 1752, unauthorizedly, captured the hana of Shirwadi 
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and plundered corn and other articles belonging to government, 
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Maratha Sarders attacked the villages, looted the property 
velonging to the other Maratha Sardars, Letters to Anandrao 
Krishna, Yesubai Dafle, bachabai Ghatge, Pandit Pratinidhi 
etc, reveal this fact. a letter, written in 1753, shows 
that even Peshwa, demanded the surrender of a fort pelonging 
to Chhatrapati, It is stated that 'Pandit Pradhan and 
Pandit Pratinidhi were pressing Kanhoji Shirke to surrender 
Gunawantgadh, They were informed that the fort belonged 

to the government and that they had no reason to ask for 

its ees” In a letter to Peshwa, in 1753, ( when 
his army was about to raid march through Akkalkhop, a 
village in charge of Khasgi Department ) Chhatrapati has 
directed him not to molest the village in any way.' These 
letters and many others reveal the deteriorating situation 
in the Maratha yuasi-Federal State round about 1750-1755. 
Marathas were able to hold these away upon a large territory, 
because other powers were even more deteriorated than the 


Maratha power, 
Position of Chhatrapati : 


The most important constitutional change took place 
in the year 1752, It has been alreaay noted that the 
Emperor at Delhi was called 'Sovereignt or Teesrard, gearara 
etc. After the death of Shahu, the position of the smperor 
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at Delhi continued in the same manner, while the position 
of Chhatrapati, deteriorated to such an extent that the 
noyal Seal of Chhatrapati, bearing the name of Kam aja 
was not usea os for a period of nearly three years. tven 
after the deatn of Shahu, his xtoyal seal was used on the 
letters dated 10th January 1750, 29th September 1751, 12th 
April 1752, 15th October 1752, ‘The Sanad which salaji 
Vishwanath brought from Delhi in 1719 was granted to Shahu 
Chhatrapati while the Sanad granted by the Mughal skmperor 
in June 1752 4 bears the name of Balaji Bajirao Peshwa, 
This Sanad is very important from the following points of 
view : (1) It flouted the principle of Quasi-Federal State 
laid down by Balaji Vishwanath, (2) It made the position 
of Chhatrapati, constitutionally insignificant. (3) ‘his 
was the first important treaty which Malharrao Holkar and 
Jayajirao Shinde - two important Sardars of Peshwa - signed 
on behalf of Balaji Bajirao. (4) The next step néturally 
followed - when Peshwas entered into treaty - agreement 
with Emperors at Delhi without consulting the Chhatrapati 
in 1752; the Sardars of Peshwas also entered into treaty - 
agreement with different foreign powers oypassing the 
authority of the Peshwa, Peahwas reaped the same harvest 
which they themselves had sown, Peshwas thus usurped the 


authority of Chhatrapati. 
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Reaction - North Vs_ South 


As a result of this Sanad, granted to Balaji Bajiro 
by the Emperor in 1752 there was a strong reaction against 
the Marathas, Vazir, the Jats and Rajput Princes attempted 
to drive out Marathas from the North, In a letter written 
to Balaji Bajirao Peshwa on 13th December 1752 aAntaji 
Manakeshwar communicated the court intrigues in the capital 
carried on by the Vazir Nabab Saftarjang with the Jats 
and Madhosing, to drive eu the Marathas out of Malwa, He 
reports that the Emperor had conferred the robes of 'Baxigiri’ 
upon Imandanmulukh, son of Nabab Gajalikhan. He was conferred 
the title 'Nizam-ulmulk' and the '"Sanad of Deccan’, Emperor 
embraced him when Antaji Manakeshwar protested against the 
granting of 'Sanad of Deccan' to Imandanmulukh, Emperor 
called upon him and tried to convince him by sweet words, 
Antaji Manakeshwar had revealed the double nature of the 
Emperor, On one hand the Emperor states that the provinces 
of Agra and Ajmer belong to Peshwa; on the other hand, he 
encourages Salabatjang to open a campaign against Marathas 
afeer collecting necessary forces, In his letters to 
Salabatjang, the Emperor has repeatedly stated that when 
the battle against Marathas starts, we, with Jats and other 
kings, will come into Malwa, Antaji Manakeshwar further 
states that, he had intercepted few letters written by 
Salabatjang and addressed to Vazir, In it Salabatjang had 


stated that 'they are not going to heed the authority of the 


202 
Marathas,' A report from Antaji Manakeshwar, addressed 


to Bhausaheb on the 24th January, 1753, clearly reflects 

the political developments that were taking place in the 
North, Antjaji Manakeshwar states, : a. After the return 
of the Sardars { i.e, Shinde and Holkar ) to Desh ( ise. to 
Maharashtra ) Surajmal Jat visited Haje Mudhosingh and Kaje 
Bakhatsingh, From there he ( Surajmal ) went to Delhi and 
Signed an agreement with Vazir stating that Nabab Bahadur 
had handed over the Empire to Marathas, ‘The Peshwa and the 
mmperor had become brothers after performing the ritual of 
exchange of head-gears, In such &@ Situation where exists 
your post of Vaitr (Vazir) ? The Emperor had handed over 
two Subhas namely Agra and Ajmer, to the Marathas, which 
belonged to us. Now the forces of Marathas with their Sardars 
are engaged in the South, Let us now silence the Nabab 
Bahadur, take the possession of Emperor at Agra, collect the 
necessary kings and armies, and put an end to the rule of 
the Deccanis, I ( Surajmal ) will incur the necessary 


expenditure required by you and the Emperor. 
Alliance Against Marathas : 


In the month of April, 1753, antaji Manakeshwar 


wrote to the Peshwa that 'the strong force alone has saved 
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the Marathas. fhe smperor agreed to assign Ajmer and Agra 
to the Marathnas, The Nizam is to aaminister the Deccan 
Subhas with the advice and under the supervision of the 
Peshwa,' How crooked and treacherous the Emperor was can 
be seen from the letter written by Purushottam Mahadeo to 
Krishnaraoji, on the 17th July, 1754. The Emperor ordered 
Haghunathrao ( brother of Peshwa ) to punish the rebellious 
Jat Surajmal. Accordingly naghunathrao attacked the strong- 
hold of Surajmal Jat, the Kumbheri, ’Yhe #mperor changed 
his mind and prepared to join Surajmal in destroying his 
southern allies i.e, Marathas, Getting wind of the treachery 
Holkar swooped down upon Sinkandra, surprised the Imperial 
army and encircled the &mperor, One Azizuddin was seated 
on the Imperial masnad and Gazi-uddin' son, a steadfast alley 
Was appointed as Vazir, on the condition of paying the 
Marathas 82,1/2 lakhs of repeetanae On the 20th October, 
1755, Govind Bailal, reports the activities of Madhosing 

of Jaynager. Madhosing, murdered the mamlatdcars and des- 
patched his emmissaries at belhi stating tnat ‘he { Madho- 
sing ) had killed Marathas, Now ceme out for defeating 
Marathas. He would join the Hmperor.' Madhosing was 
prepared to incur the expenditure for driving out Marathas. 
Govind S8allal further states, that the danger is looming 


over their heads because Jats, Madhosing, Vazir and Hohillas 
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are not standing united, afterwards the imperor and his 
artillery would come out to assist them, Peace and tranqui- 
llity can be maintained here provided a large army with 
powerful Sardars is despatched here by the Swami, i.e. 
iad a aAntaji Manakeshwar informs Sadashivrao shausaheb 
'that not a single rupee has been recovered out of seven 
lakhs in the last five months. The aim of Surajmal Jat is 
to unite all Rajputs, take out the prince ( from the Marathas ) 
and to drive out Marathas from were In February 1757 
Haja Keshavrao wrote to Nanasaheb Peshwa, that 'HKohillas 

and Pathans were openly expressing their loyalty to abdali 
The Rajput kings of Ambar and Jodhpur call themselves the 
servants of abdali and it is they who have invited Abdali 
requesting him to relieve them from the clutches of the 
Marathas, They have promised to serve him, abddali is 
prepared to do a favour but he fears Maharashtra,! ae 

maja Keshavrao again wrote to Nanasaheb on the 30th April 
1757 about the situation in the North, He states that 
*Pathans ame dominating the entire territory above Narmada, 
God shoulda not bestow kingdom upon them, He ( Pathan, i.e. 
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Abdali ) hates Hindus like anything.' Raja Keshavrao 
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had correctly suggested that Patnans and Nohillas should 

be separately defeated. if both are allowed to unite, then 
it will be very difficult to defeat them. Later events have 
proved the correctness of kaja Keshavrao's suggestion beyond 
doubt, On the 1st March, Haja Keshavrao again wrote to 
Nanasaheb about the activities of the Surajmal Jat. He 
states that the emissaries from abdali had been to Raja 
Madhosing of Jaypur and Surajmal Jat, with a suggestion that 
we together should drive out Maratha Sardars from Hindustan. 
Marathas are creating a lot of trouble to you ( Surajmal ) 
also, Surajmal Jat replied that 'You ( abdali }) should 
first settle down permanently over the Patshahi of Delhi 

and defeat the Marathas, I will send my traditional tribute 
to Sioa” He further communicated that Abdali had called 
the #mperor who is at present at Patna, pack to Delhi. 

Khaja heshavrao again wrote to Nanasaheb on the 10th March, 
1700, about the developments in the North. He states that 
Yon his arrival in India, Ahmad Shah abaali effected a 
union with the kohilla forces and has invited other potentates 
- the Jats, the Kajputs under Madhosing, and Shiya - to 
fight under his flag azainst the Marathas, The hajputs 
though afraid to open hostilities with the Marathas could 


not ignore the powerful Abdali and opened negotiations 
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with him, On 14th March 1760, maja Keshavrao wrote to 


Peshwa giving a vivid picture of the terror and awe Abdali 
inspirea in the hearts of ali, He states that Malharrao's 
efforts to defeat sabdali with his usual guerilla tactics 
have proved useless as the Abdali is a master of ; 


' 
He further states that, we do not know what abdali will 


do. The Emperor is in Patna, whether abdaii will bring nim 
and enthrone him at Delhi is not known, S383ut what is the 
use of it ? He himself might become an Emperor. Hohillas 
are saying that the rule of the “Mughal Emperor has ended, 
In practice Pathans have become amperor at Delhi. Pathans 
hate Marathas and Maharashtra and they fear Maharashtra 
oe Abdalits intention is to reach south, b5ut as 
long as the Sardars of reshwa are here he will not go to 


south, If the Sardars are defeated then sbaali may go 


to the South, 
Great Sanad of 1752 : 


Thus, this great sanad of 1752 created a stormy 
reaction in the North of India against the Marathas and 
ultimately led Peshwas to the battle of Panipat. By this 
agreement Peshwa, through shinde and Holkar ‘agreed to 
serve the Emperor loyally and faithfully’. Moreover, they 


agreed to help the emperor in putting down his enemies - 
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- the enemy may be abdali or any other king or any petty 

or big Jaminaar., In snort, whosoever disobeys the order 

of Emperor shall be brought before the kmperor for inflicting 
punishment. Peshwa will oes devel best do anything by 
which the territorial integrity of the Mughal empire will 

be protectea and the welfare of the #mperor shall be taken 
care of, For this purpose Peshwas have received Hs, Thirty 
lakhs out of its. Fifty lakhs for the purpose of defeating 
abdali and moreover they have received a great grant of 
collecting Chauth from the territories - Multan, vunjab, 
Thathha, Bhakhar etc. for the maintenance of the army. 
Peshwa undertook to establish peace and order in the 
different Subhas under the Imperial territory, If anybody 
has taken over the province or territory belonging to 
suborilinate Hajas or Sardars of the smpire, Peshwa and his 
cardars shall reconquer that province, te ( i.e. Peshwa 

and Sardars ) will cede one-half of the province thus 
conquered to the Imperial government and shall retain the 
other half for the maintenance of our army. If the Emperor 
agrees to our advice in respect of the defeat of the Abdali 
etc, we ourselves shall perform that duty of defeating the 
enemies, If nowever, the tmperor himself decides to under- 
take that task, we shall accompany him and do our best in the 
battle, If sandee of the government are able to fulfil the 
task in question, the amir, as advised by us should be given 
the task for completion; or we shall undertake the task 


after seeking their advice,' 


a lees * 
rosition of emperor 


By this treaty, the bmperor of Delhi practically 
became the prisoner of Marathas, His sovereignty remained 
only on paper and only for ceremonial purpose. In practice 
Marathas got the authority to do anything and everything 
in Northern India, On the one hand this Sanad of 1752 
enhanced the prestige and power of the Marathas in India; on 
the other hand it created bitterness mag among the other 
subordinate powers of the ampire, and antagonised them, 
Moreover, the responsibility that emanated from this Samad 
upon the shoulders of the Marathas, was simply stupendous, 
The defeat of the Marathas at Panipat was the defeat of the 
authority of veshwa. Peshwas became powerless after the 
battle of Panipat, though for a short period, Madhavrao 


Peshwa, was able to establish his hold upon the empire, 


lopsyturvy Situation 


During the Peshwaship of the first three Peshwas, 
i.e. Balaji Vishwanath, Bajirao and Balaji bajirao, Peshwas 
on behalf of Chhatrapati were able to subdue the Sardars 
who revolted against the central authority. The situation 
thoroughly changed after the battle of Panipat, Important 
Sardars like Holkar Malharrao and Shinde Mahadji came to 


the rescue of the Peshwas, Another important reason for 


the weakness of the Peshwas was the division between the 
house of the Peshwas, Madhavrao succeeded to the Peshwaship 
after the death of Nanasaheb in June, 1761; but he was so 
powerless that he had to surrender himself completely to 

his uncle Haghoba, In 1762 Malharrao Holkar was requested 
to mediate between the two parties, i.e. Madhavrao and 
nhaghoba, accordingly, he came to Poona, For tne time being 
it was decided that the 'state should be governed by Madhav- 
rao and should be administered by Trimbakreo Mama, All 
should obey the orders of the both.t Madhavrao gave his 
consent tc This agreement was, however, was 
shortlived. The clash between the two barties took place 

on 12th November 1762. hiadhavrao on his own accord called 
upon haghopa on 13th November 1762 at Pargaon near Ghodnadi. 
Malharrao Hdolkar dh again worked as an intermediary, After 
saluting each other, Madhavrao ‘took the shoes of Raghobadada 
upon his head.! Madhavrao entreated Vadasaheb, The agree- 
ment took place between the two with Nalharrao as witness,’ 
The intermitmat quarrel between the two, weakened the power 
of Peshwa, From Madhavrao onwards, Peshwas had to depend 
upon their own subordinate Sardars, The personal leadership 
of the Peshwe which Bajirao and Balaji Bajirao had, was lost, 
when Sardars refused to obey the orders of Peshwas, Peshwas 


were militarily helpless to punish them. When Haghoba 


212. Marathi niyasat, Part IV. 


4 Peshwe Daptar,. 


marched against Ahalyabai Holkar at Indore in 1767, many 
Sardars from the Peshwas army defeated, Haghoba ordered 
Mahadji Shinde to march against Ahalyabai Holkar at Indore 
He replied, 'I am a servant of Peshwas and I am prepared to 
do any duty entrusted to me, yet I am not prepared to 
despatch my army for this siren Gaikwad of Baroda 
and Bhosale of Nagpur openly joined Ahalyabai Holkar, 
Raghoba became helpless and he could do nothing against 


Ahalyabai, 
Mereinery army : 


Panipat, internal division of Peshwa family and their 
feud and the death of the national army are the three 
important reasons for the downfall of the authority of the 
Peshwas. Mercineries were enrolled for the ser¥ices of 
the State, In the year 1763 'Siwachand, Pensingh, Mohansing 
hiiraman and Bhopat repregted that if permission were given 
to them to plunder and spoil in foreign territories and to 
reside without molestation in the Peshwa's camp, they would 
collect some lugare Beldar families for this purpose and 
prayed that a kaul to that effect might be issued,' Their 
prayer was granted on the following conditions : (a) that 
they would pay to government Hs. 5 for each tert. (b) that 
they would give up to government any elephants, balanquins, 


a) 
drums or Ae obtained by them in their raids, In the 
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site for najashree Sadashiv Hamchandra to camp. He has 


also gone away. 


On 7th December 1772 an order was issued to recruit 
more Gardis into the service of Peshwa, ‘The sanction 


appears to be given by Narayanrao against who they ultimately 
22h 2z2480A 
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acted,.! 
Events :} 


From 1761 to June 1772, nearly twelve years were 

lost in the battle against Haider, Nizam, It is not 
necessary for us to go into the details of these wars, Haider 
and Nizam tried to exploit the political vacuum created by 
the defeat of the Marathas at Panipat, The internal conflict 
between Haghoba and Madhavrao gave an additional opportunity 
to the enemies of Maratha, Madhavrao required nearly eight 
valuable years to stabilise himself. After the battle of 
Ey laodoaia 

G@edeb, Haghoba was arrested and kept in confinement in Poona, 
in 1769, He was released in March 1772, but has been re- 
arrested in October 1772 while he was running away, : On 


18th November 1772 Madhavrao died at theur, near Poona, 


Friendship with Nizam : 


after the oattle of nakshasbhuvan, on 10th August 


1763, in which Nizam was defeated by the Marathas, a treaty 
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On 7th Sept. 1769 an attempt to assasginate Madhavrao 
was mage by one Gardi probably at the behest of naghoba 
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was signed between the two parties at Aurangabad on 25th 
September 1763. an era of friendship between Peshwas and 
Nizam started and continued upto 1795, Madhavrao followed 
a very practical policy towards Nizam, de promised Nizam 

( Nabab } that, henceforward Marathas will not attempt to 
exterminate Sie *There should be no enmity between 
us, Whatever territory belongs to you, you will protect it 
and whatever territory belongs to us, we will rule over it, 
Novody should cause any troubé@e to another and nobody 
should invaae the territory belonging to another, all the 
conflicts that will emerge in future should be settled by 
peaceful negotiations between the two, there is no necessity 


of waging a war to solve the problems,! 


@elation with Haider : pffect : 


ws 
Haider was of course a pwwerful enemy of Marathas, 


In all, four campaigns on the part of the Marathas were 
essential to subdue Haider, starting sreuaree 1762 and 
ending in 1772. soth the parties were tired of the conti- 
nuous campaigns, On 2ist June, 1772 both parties signed a 
treaty at Kikari by which (a) Haider agreed to pay Ks. 50 
lakhs, (b) The Maratha territory occupied by Haider was 
returned to the Marathas, (c) Haider agreed not to invade 
the territory belonging to Marathas, ‘rom the financial 


point of view, war with Haider was an expensive one. 
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However, this war is very important from the political 
point of view, The defeat of Nabab ( Nizam ) and Haider 
by the Marathas proved beyond doubt that Maratha State is 
still alive even after the defeat at Panipati and it is 


sufficiently powerful to protect its own territory, 
Activities gn the North : 


fhough Madhavrao Peshwa was fully engrossed in the 
affairs of Karnatak i.e, Haider; Nizam and haghoba he paid 
attention to the activities in the North also. From 1762 
to 1770 he was unable to march towards north personally 
because of his activities in south and from 1770 onwards 
because of his illness he could not undertake any campaign 
So the political affairs in the North were practically 
entrusted to Shindes and Holkars. It required a lot of time 
for Mahadji Shinde to assume power and to establish himself 
firmly, Madhavrao only gave written directions to Shinde 
Holkar and other Sardars in the North, A Sanaa granted to 
hadarji Shinde and Mahadji Shinde in the year 1762-63 states 
thet ‘an agreement entered into with the Peshwa by Gulraj 
and aAnandram, ambassadors of sbdali, it was stipulated by 
the latter, that the kmperor and Azful Ujara would assist 
in establishing the authority of the Peshwa over certain 


Paraganas which were under the sway of the later Nanasaheb 
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territories of the Empire. fherefore he could not do 
anything. He was patiently waiting for a power which 
would enable him to return to Delhi, Neither the Marathas 
nor the British were in a position to do that, With the 


result Emperor had to spend nearly twelve years in wilderness, 
Terms for Hestoration : 


Attempts by Madnayrao Holkar to defeat the sritish 
#®orces and to take the possession of Emperor failed in 1765, 
Holkar's forces were defeated, Holkar retreated to Gwalior, 
The reason for the defeat of this war is vividly described 
in two ween”? It states that the 'British artellery 
is very powerful and therefore soldiers were reluctant to 
fight. Therefore they retreated, Malharrao had arrived 
at Kalpi. He is depressed,’ Mahadji Shinde was observing 
all theee events, He could not do anything because he himself 
was not yet settled. On 10th August 1765 he wrote —" to 
Poona - 'I am going to join H Holkar, Holkar at present is 
at Latia, We have decided to come together and to achieve 
some important political &ims.' Haghobadade had been to 
North, but returned to South, without achieving anything. On 
the contrary, he complicated certain matters, Marathas 


required nearly five years to subdue xohillas, Jaths and 


nmajputs. Uelhi was captured by Marathas on 10th February 1771. 


On 12th February 1771 a treaty was signed between the 
Hmperor and Marathas. The demands of the Marathas and the 
reply to them, given by the Emperor is as follows - (a) The 
Emperor should pay its. ‘wentyfive lakhs to Marathas as soon 
as Itarathas hand over the capital ( i.e. Velhi ) and the 
Fort to the #mperor, ‘he smperor replied that he was pre- 
pared to pay us, fen lakhs within eight days, (b) The 
Emperor should pay to the Marathas ks, fifteen lakhs as soon 
as the “mperor reaches Uelhi, The kmperor repliea that he 
will pay providea he reaches Lelhi. If he fails to pay 
then, the same amount should be collected from the provincial 
revenue, (c) The territories belongling to es tae prior 

to 1761 should be kept with the Marathas and all other 
traditions shall be continued, The Emperor replied, ‘’Yes', 
(d) Except the appointment of the Vazir, all sother appoint- 
ments of the Imperial services should be made by Marathas 
according to their pleasure, Emperor replied (eiege After 
this treaty, the Emperor started from Allahabad to Delhi 

on 29th March, 1771 and reached Delhi on 25th December 1771 

( according to new caleddar on 6th January 1772.) Madhavrao 
Peshwa heartily congratulated his sardars, He wrote a 
cautionary note to them about the british. He states : Do 
not allow british into UVelhi. Once they enter, then it 

will be very difficult to drive them outs;of all the foreigners 


sritieh nave become very powerful. their influence has 
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spread from Calcutta to Masalipattam and Surat. 


Bxpansion of Maratha authority 


lhe political thought of the Marathas from 1752 to 
1772 was concentrated upon only one important factor or 
policy viz, the expansion of Maratha authority over other 
parts of India, ihe treaty of 1752 vetween the Emperor 
and the marathas gave the necessary constitutional authority 
to Marathnas by which tney established their authority 
from runjab in the North to Cuttock in the wast and down in 
the South upto Tungabhadra river. The defeat at Panipat 
had not deterred tnem. the same thought governed th@ér minds 
from 1761 to 1772, Two important letters reflect the policy 
of the Marathas, «xamchandra Sadashiv 2 communicates the 
news of the capture of Delhi, by Visajipant and Mahadji 
Shinde, He attributes this success to Swami i.e. Peshwa,. 
He further states that by the good grace of the Swami, 
his loyal sardars will be able to restore the Mughal Emperor 
to his throne and will carry out the administration in such 
a manner that it will be profitable for our government, 
He states that all Marathas sSardars are governed by one 
principle and will work in unison.' The unknown author of 
another letter ae communicated the influence of Mahadji 
Shinae anda the Peshwa himself in the political affairs of the 
North, de states that 'nobody is going to act contrary to 
your orders, Your influence in the political affairs is 


simply tremendous and that of Sardar Mahadji Shinde is also 
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Krishnaji Mahipatrao, The latter having failed to pay 

the nazar agreed upon, his saranjam was eh ee a In 
similar manner, watans and inams of Trimoakrao Dabhade 

were attached in the year 1763-64, because he had gone over 

to the a ee In 1765-66, 43 Mahals, were ordered to 

be attached and the work was entrusted to Antaji Mayedee Sm 
In the year 1767-68 tthe saranjam of Tukoji Holkar, consisting 
of the villages in the Paragana of Gandapur and others, 

ai ti under attachment, were ordered to be restored to 


him.* 
Example of Relationship : 


The relationship between central government ( i.e. 
Peshwas }) and Sardars can be best understood by citing the 
example of tajashree Vitthal Shivdeo, He was conferred the 
title of Umde-Tul-Mulukha-Bahadar, In the year 1762-63 
he was given the following saranjam - (a) Hs, 50,000 for 
personal expenses, per year. (b) its. 15,00,000 for keeping 
up a detachment of 5000 horse, The detachment was liable 
to be inspected by the huzur, ( i.e. Peshwa ) and was to 
be on duty throughout the year. The amount sanctioned was 


to cover all expenses including those incurred in replacing 
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horses killed in action ete. (c) Hs. 10,000 in connection 
with the fort of Rajdehar which was entrusted to the 
saranjamdar, The saranjamdar was directed to render 
detailed accounts of the territory assigned to him in 
saranjam, to continue the alienation of land and cash 
existing therein to make inquiries about its revenues and 
try to increase the revenve as far as possible, With 
regard to the keeping of the detachment, the instructions 
were that the horses and men to be entertained should be 
fit and strong, each horse being of a value of Rs, 300 or 
400 and that they should be produced for inspection, when- 
ever required by the huzur, If it is observed that the 
number of horses and 'swars' is less, then the proportaenate 
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amount should be returned to the government, In the 


year 1762-63, a Sanad ~ was granted to Trimbakrao Shivdeo, 
Trimbakrao Shivdeo asked for the repayment of the loan 
advanced by him to government. The paragana of Kalabag 

and the government share in paragana Patan Keshavrayache, 
were made over to him, to be taken back when the loan was 


paid off. He was directed to submit detailed accounts of 


the territory to government, 
Punishment to Sardars 


In the year 1763-64, the 'saranjam of Durjansing of 
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Mandvi was ordered to be attached and Udho Vishweshwar 

was appointed to manage the Sansthan ... Durjansing was 
informed that the Sansthan would be restored after arrears 
of nazar due from him were saa The sardars who 

failed to do their duty either military or otherwise were 
punished by the Peshwas, In the year 1772-73, Shri Chimnaji 
Dalpatrao, of Santhan Peth was punished, Chimnaji Dalpatrao 
had agreed to serve government when required, He, however, 
failed to comply with the orders of the government directing 
him to accompany Vishaji heshav in Karnatak campaign of the 
preceeding year, He also failed to give half his Santhan 

to his brother Parvatsing. He was, therefore, directed to 
surrender his fort of Khairai together with certain villages 
in paragana Hazrill, yielding a revenue sufficient for the 
maintenance of the fort and to allow Pandurang Krishna to 


249 
divide the remaining Santhan between himself and his brother, 


Distance = a Major Factor 


‘Distance' was the most important factor which 
governed the obedience on the part of the Sardars to the 
central government, Even in the days of Balaji Bajirao 
there were many complaints against the Sardars like Malharrao 
Holkar, Antaji Manakeshwar, Laxman Shankar, Bapuji Mahadeo, 


Damodar Mahadeo, Govindpant Bundele and after 1774 even of 
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Mahadji Shinde, All these Sardars were the creation of 
the Peshwas. A quarrel started between Shinde and Holkar 
in 1754 which continued forever, In this very year, 
Malharrao Holkar advised Dattaji and Janakoji Shinde not 
to obey the orders of Peshwa and saying that if Peshwas 
become too powerful, 'they ( Peshwas ) will order us to 
clean their clothes.’ In the year 1757 Peshwa despatched 
two Darakhdars - Yerande and Kanitkar, to inquire into the 
internal affairs of Govindpant Bundele, Yhese two Darakh- 
dars have listed nine complaints oy against Govindpant 
Bundele. The important complaints are '(a) last year's 
balance is not included into new year's opening balance. 
(b) Extravagant military expenditure. (c) The paraganas 
where little army is required are handed over to Shinde 

and the paraganas which require a very large army to nate 
tain are kept with the central government, (d) Presents 
and Nazranas are accepted secretly, (e) Statement of 
Mahals is not shown to us, (f) because of the fear complex 
not a single ryot or Jamindar could see us. (g) Kharbharis 
exact any amount they like." This very individual 
Govindpant Bundele, never carried out the orders sincerely, 
issued to him by Sadashivrao Bhau, Sadashivrao Bhau 
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sarcastically wrote to him on 4th November 1760, *that 
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you merely promised to undertake the work but actually 

you do not do anything.' Again on 15th November 1760, 
Sadashivrao wrote to Govindpant Bundele that tyou have not 
done a single task which was ordered to you.' It is a 
well known fact that Malharrao Holkar left the battle of 
Panipat with 15,000 soldiers, Neither Abdali, nor Nazib 
Khan, nor any other sardar had done any harm to Malharrao 
suggests his understanding with the enemies of the Peshwas, 
{he most important factor from our point of view is, that 
the Sardars who disobeyed the orders of the central governs 
ment were far away ususally in the north - from the seat 


of the central government i.e, Poona, 
Internal Conflict 


After the death of Madhavrao, his younger brother 
Narayanrao became Peshwa in 1772, The conflict with Raghoba 
continued, This conflict ended in the murder of Narayanrao 
by Gardis, in the presence of Haghoba, Raghoba presented 
Jagirs and rewards to the murderers, For a few months, 
Raghoba managed the affairs of the Maratha kingdom, It is 
to be remembered that the ceremonial robes of Peshwaship 
were not given to Raghoba by the Chhatrapati of Satara, 
Raghoba undertook expeditions against Nizam and Haider ali 
in order to divert the attention of the people, On 18th 
April 1774 a posthumous son was born to Gangabai at Purandar, 
widow of murdered Narayanrao, The opponents of Raghoba 


sought this opportunity. Under one pretext or another, 


important sardar left the campaign which Raghoba had under- 


taken, hey came to Poona and proclaimed the new child as 


ok 

Peshwa Savai Madhavrao. Ceremonidm robes were received at 
252 

Purandar, after twelve days, ¥ The Barbhais declared 


Raghoba as a murderer and usurper and called upon all the 
individuals to withhold cooperation with him. Raghoba soon 
became a fugitive and in a desperate moment turned to the 
English of Bombay for armed aid to recover his Peshwaship, 
The Bombay government was too eager to help him and thus to 
interfere in the internal affairs of the Marathas, Thus 


began the Anglo Maratha conflict which ended in 1818. 
End of the Real Authority : 


The authority and power of the Peshwa ended with the 
death of Madhavrao, All the Peshwas who succeeded, were 
powerless, ‘They became the tool in the hands of either their 
chief seceetary ( Karbhari like Nana Phadanwis ) or the 
powerful sardars, The minority of the Peshwa from 1774 
onwards and the difficulties which central government faced, 
encouraged the sardars - big and small - to effect greater 
freedom, Thus the Quasi-Federal Constitution of Maratha 
State underwent radical changes in practice, Sardars began 
to look after their saranjam as independent kingdoms owing 


only nominal allegience and merely expressing it occasionally 
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to the Peshwa. Sardars and Saranjamdars, who were a part 

and parcel of a single structure of this Quasi-federal 

state, became in practice separate entities and each began 

to drift from the centre as he thought best. As we have 
already noted above, the important reason for this sorry 
state of affairs was the lack of de facto authority at 

Poona. The battle of Panipat was a serious blow to the 
Peshwats unifying authority, ‘after 1782, though the Peshwas 
ceremonial precedence over his feudatories continued as 
before, he had little control over their internal affairs, 
His authority came to be limited to the provinces directly 
held by him, The feudatories carried out his mandate or 
defied them as it suited their interests, The feudal tendency 
among the Marathas that had raised its head after Shivaji's 
death gathered momentum making the structure weak and 
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Vulnerable,’ 


Unrealised Objectives : 


There are very few references to Maharashtra Dharma 
or Hindu Dharma during this period. Excluding a few 
districts, Maharashtra proper was under the direct rule of 
Peshwas, Brahmins from different parts of India used to 
come to Poona, for grants, Daxina etc, As the size of 


Maratha Empire, increased reaching the banks of the holy 
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rivers like Sindhu, Ganga and Yamuna, a yearning developed 
into the minds of the Peshwas, particularly Nanasaheb, that 
the two holy cities of Hindus namely Prayag and Kashi 

{ Varanasi ) should be in the hands of the Marathas, Balaji 
Bajirao had been to Prayag and Kashi, but he was not 
successful in bringing these two holy places into Maratha 
domain. On the 5th September 1758 kaja Keshavrao wrote 

to Nanasaheb Peshwa requesting him to bring the holy cities 
like Kurukshetra, Prayag, Varanasi and Gaya under the 
Maratha rule, In this letter he states 'No Brahmin so far 
had acquired fame as Nanasaheb had, Now you ( Nanasaheb ) 
have acquired additional territory upto Attock including 
Lahore, Now on the western side Multan and Kabul and on 
the eastern side Ayodhya, Prayag and Beng&& ( Bengal ) only 
remain to be brought under your control. Much of this 
territory at present is under your control. In such a 
situation why should the fities like Kurukshetra, Prayag, 
Varanasi and Gaya should be under the Muslim rule ? As 
long as the protector of cows and Brahmins, like you, are 
at the helm of the affairs of the state, this universal 
dream should be Picea, On 29th September 1759, Antaji 
Manakeshwar, wrote to Haghoba the plan of action in the 
eastern region of India, He states that unless we three 
namely, the Emperor, Vazir and myself ~ proceed in that 


direction, the goal of bringing Kashi Prayag etc, will not 
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be fulfilled; according to the desire of Nanasaheb, 


He further states that it is not sufficient merely to post 
Sardars at these holy places, Raja Keshavrao also states 
that this object will require a period of one year to 
realise, This letter { i.e, No. 254 ) expresses the ultimate 
goal of the Maratha rule to bring the territory from Kabul 
to Bengal under one flag, The Ancient Empires of Hindus 
possessed the territory from Kabul in the west to Bengal in 
the east, Shivaji had been duly corowned according to the 
ancient Hindu traditions, From Chhatrapati to Samrat 

( Emperor ), was the goal to be achieved. On the occasion, 
Balaji Bajiro wrote to Pilaji Jadhav that 'we are the true 
disciples of Shivaji Maharaj he He took pride in it, 

It is but natural, therefore, to expect Balaji Bajirao, 
trying his level best to extend the territory of Maratha 
Empire upto Kabul in the west and Bengal in the east. The 
existence of the large Maratha army in the North, in the 
year 1759 had the salutary effect upon the treatment given 
to the Hindu pilgrims by the Muslim rulers. One Trimbakrao 
from Prayag wrote to Nanasaheb, on 15th November 1759 that 
‘good treatment is being meted out to pilgrims by the new 
Suba, Pilgrims are not harassed as they used to be, ‘they 


are lightly taxed, Any one who possesses the letters of the 
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government ( Parawana etc. ) is not given any trouble, 
Servants of the Suba do not show any disinterest regarding 
the pilgrims or their rituals. If the Maratha forces 
would come to this part, it is not very difficuki to conquer 
territory upto wee BYES 

Unfortunately, this dream of Balaji Bajirao was 
never realised, Marathas suffered a terrible defeat at 
Panipat. Madhavrao, Mahadji Shinde recovered the Maratha 
Empire and the prestige, but it was short-lived, Though, 
Mahadji was able to take the Mughal Emperor from Patna to 
Delhi and to restore him, he was unable to bring these two 
holy places, under the direct rule of the Marathas. Dis- 
unity among Marathas, killed the very life force of Maratha 
nationalism. Moreover, they have now to face an enemy 
equipped with modern weapons and a well disciplined army. 
It was a conflict of two cultures - east Vs west, From 
1773 onwards the most important factor that dominated the 
political thought was to 'hold on' as long as possible, the 
existing regime against the onslaught new forces from the 


West. 
Conflict with British : 


Nana Phadnis at Poona and Mahadji Shinde in the North 


were the two dominating personalities which decided and 
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and executed the policy of Maratha State, The Barbhai 
conspiracy brought the conflict with English - the battle 

at Wadgaon, treaty of Purandhar; again the conflict between 
the two parties resulting into the treaty of Salbai, in 
1782, It appears that the Barbhais tried to face the British 
in the traditional manner = granting of banads etc, In 
1774-75 Sanads were granted to Appaji Hari, Xamaji Annaji, 
Appaji Ganesh of Ahmedabad and Naro Anandram of deeces 
One Mehta Brajlal was granted a sanad because he offered to 
conquer from the English the Taluka of Broach together with 
the fort, on the conditions a that (a) on completion of the 
conquest villages worth Rs, 16,000 would be given as Inam, 
(b) Hs. 1,000 to 1200 for campaign expenses. (c) Military 
saranjam (d) Assistance in securing his watan in Junagad, 
(e) es, 5,000 for distribution as reward, Similar orders 
were issued to Bahiro HKaghunath, Baji Gangadhar, Naro Anand- 
rao etc. how the spirit of nationalism and national army 
was gradually deminishing can be seen from the order issued 
to Visaji Keshav. He 'was directed to arrange for the re- 
taking of Sulsette after enlisting Siddis and other good 
soldiers from Surat and other places.t In the very year 
Vasudeo Anant was informed that the ‘government had 


260 
despatched armies, Gadadis and people,! For the . 
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reconquest of Sashti. In the year 1774-75, orders were 
issued to Visaji Deshav in regard to the recovery of the 
Salsette taken by the English, (a) Full discretion was 
given to him to entertain such men as might be required, 
The expenses incurred on that account would be admitted 
without objection. (b) Permission was given to entertain 
three hundred sailors for four months at a cost of Rs. ten 
thousand, (c) Permission was given to spend the amount 


261 
required to prepare boats for temporary use. 


Dvalsette : 


Yet Selsette remained in the hands of English, 
Haghoba was defeated on 17th February 1775 in the battle 
of Mahi by Harpant Phadke, He fled to Surat and concluded 
a treaty by which the English agreed to support his cause 
with a force of 2500 troops wkizhk with due proportion of 
artillery. Raghoba agreed to cede to the Company in 
perpetuity Bassein with its dependencies, the island of 
Salsette and other islands adjecent to Bombay, Jambusar 
and Oplad paraganas in Gujrat and the Peshwa'ts share of 
revenue of ankaleshwar, For the expenses of the troops 
Kaghoba was to pay 1,1/2 lakh of kupees monthly and by way 
of security deposited with the Company Jewellery worth 
tupees six lakhs, Thus, for the first time the foreign 


hand entered into the Maratha empire and it gradually 
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swallowed the Maratna Empire, How shrewd Madhavrao Peshwa 
was, can be judged by the events which took place after- 
wards, when he advised Mahadji Shinde "not to allow british 
into Delhit in 1771. The allied forces - Kaghoba and 
British - were trying to push in the direction of Poona, 
Meanwhile, the supreme government in Calcutta, disapproved 
the policy and measures of the Bombay Council in supporting 
haghoba, They declared the war as "impolitic, dangerous, 
unauthorised and unjust." On 1st March, 1776 both the 
parties conclued an agreement & by which British Alliance 
with faghoba was dissolved, By this treaty the English 
gained their main objective - Salsette and the islands 
adjecent to Bombay. From this time onwards Nana Phadanwis 
followed a policy of keeping the British Company away from 
the Maratha Empire, He alone had understood the danger of 
accepting subsidiary alliance of the british Company. The 
seizure of Salsette, by the English on the 23rd December 
1774, under the excuse that the rumours of Portuguese fleet 
was threatening Salsettey was an act of wanton aggression, 
Yet the Maratha power could not do anything for the recovery 


of its lost territory. 


Henewed Activities - Grand Alliance : 


a 
For the renewal of activities whteh Marathas, the 


British Company found an excuse that a French agent was at 
Poona, Setting aside the treaty of Purandhar, the Company's 


army marched in the direction of Poona on 25th November 1778. 


The Company's army was totally defeated at Wadgaon. On 17th 
January a treaty was signed by which British Company accepted 
to surrender Kaghoba, abandon Salsette and all territory 
acquired since 1772. But the Bombay government repudiated 
the treaty. Realising the danger from British Company, 
Nana Phadnis tried to form a grand coalition against English, 
almost of all Indian powers, As a result of this policy 
concessions were given to the Nizam, Haider etc, In the year 
1776-77, the paragana of Gangapur was given in Jahagir to 
the Nabab i.e. Nizam. In 1777-78 the Chauthai Amal in 
Paraganas Nimal, Tembhurni, rnajur, Kusbet, Wole and Nakade 
was granted to Jabitjanga, a loyal servant of Nizam in 
consideration of his friendly attitude towards government. 
Again in the year 1779-80 the Jahagir Amal of Paragana 
Dhoki, was granted to Nizam Alli Khan Bahadur, In that very 
year Balaji Govind was directed to remove the attachment, 
placed by him on the Jahagir in Prant Kalpi bestowed on 
Nabab Gaziuddin —— 

How the relations with Haider were improved, is 
reflected by the fact that in the year 1779-80 ‘Clothes 
worth Rs, 392 as Hs, 203 were received as presents from 
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Sharafat Daula and Haider Naik respectively, Tn 
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1780-81, Krishnarao Narayanrao Joshi was sent to Nabab 
Haider Alli Khan, with Clothes as a present to Haider Alli, 
In 1782-83, Clothes worth ks, 1250 were received as presents 
from Nabab Haider Alli Khan sahadur.t It is clear that 

this friendship did not continue for long, There were many 
conflicts between Marathas and Tipu. ( Haider died in 1782 
December,) Tipu suspected that the English were becoming 
more friendly with the Marathas., In 1787 'a treaty was 
formerly entered into with Nabab Haider Alli Khan Bahadur 
through Balaji Janardan, Hari Ballal, Mahadjirao Scindia, 
Anandrao Bhikajirao fiaste and Krishnarao Ballal,' After 
the treaty some misunderstanding arose between the two 
power§ owing to the conduct of Kalo Bahirao of fort Nargund. 
Tipu Sultan now sent Badrddin Jamalkhan Bahadur and Alli 
Kaja to Tukajirao Holkar and Gangadharrao Bhikajirao Haste 
to propose that the two governments should continue 
friendship on terms of original treaty, The original treaty 
( which was concluded in 1780 ) was accordingly tice 
In the year 1786-87 'a treaty of Alliance was concluded 
between the Peshwa, Nabab Nizam Alli Khan sahadur and Nabab 
Tipu Sultan Bahadur, by which the powers bound themselves 
to live on terms of friendship with each other and to unite 
together to defend themselves against BY ee 


According to this treaty, territory belonging to ‘ipu, 
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which was taken by the Maratnas was restored, his 
subjects under Peshwas' imprisonment released. On the 
other hand Tipoo surrendered Taluka Nargund, paid the 


tribute and arrears for four years, 
British Diplonacy : 
———— 


The tripartite alliance - mutual defensive alliance - 
was perhaps the best in the interest of three powers, namely 
Maratha, Nizam and Tipoo, But as soon as Lord Cornwallis 
had declared caompany's intention of eschewing all schemes 
of conquest or entanglements with the native rulers, the 
three parties forgot the sacred alliance and entered into 
traditional enmity against each other, These powers volun- 
tarily entered into trap laid down by the British, Marathas 
and Nizam joined hands with british to crush Tipoo. Nana 
Phadnis, perhaps thought that Tipoo and sritish would 
exhaust themselves in mutual destruction and Marathas would 
become arbibers of future negotiations. Hostilities, 
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therefore, were resumed. In 1791-92 the villages in 


paragana Haskot, which were in the possession of Tipoo 


Sultan Bahadur were attached, Similarly, Tarf Dhekankota, 


Ratangiri, the fort and taluka Devaraydurg and Paragana 
Tumkur were also attached, In the treaty concluded Marathas 
received Hons 13,06,666 and mahals, As a result of this 
treaty, forts and mahals taken by the Marathas were ordered 
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to be restored to Tipoo Sultan, The treaty and the 
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and the actual campaign proved the guilt of Nana Phadnis 
beyond doubt, Instead of mutual destruction ( Tipoo and 
English ) British Company's power increased and the Tfri- 
partite defensive alliance automatically came to an end. In 
the treaty concluded, the Marathas instead of being arbiters 
came to occupy a secondary place and lost the initiative to 
ee a 

After the death of Madhavrao I in 1772, Peshwas lost 
their hold and initiative and the political power was trans- 
ferred from the hands of Peshwa to the minister, i.e, Nana 
Phadnis, History repeated itself again, after the death of 
Shahu, Chhatrapatis lost all political power and became the 
prisoners of Peshwas, After 1774, Peshwas lost political 
power and became the prisoners of their sardars like Shinde 
Holkar, etc, The tide of the power changed in the direction 
of Sardars like Mahadji Shinde from 1782 onwards, Peshwas 
were neither able to control their sardars nor were they 
able to protect their territory - which was under their 
direct control, Mahadji Shinde worked as an ints ae 
between the two powers : Peshwas on one hand and British on 
the other, The treaty of Salbai, signed on 17th May 1782 
is the best example in this respect. It provided for the 
withdrawal of the British support to Haghoba and restoration 


of all British conquest in Gujrat and Malwa subsequent to 


ZO P.k.C, Vol. p. 340. Shore's reflection on political 
state of India. 


268. Diary of Savai Madhavrao Peshwa, Part II, 


the treaty of Purandhar. Thus the British attempt to put 
Raghoba on the Peshwaship and through him to control the 


affairs of Maratha Empire were frustrated, 
Trouble in the North :;: 


Shinde was able to help Peshwa ( i.e. Nana Phadnis ) 
in 1781-82, but Peshwa was unable to help Mahadji Shinde in 
1787. Mahadji Shinde was consolidating his power in the 
North, Shinde was invited by the Emperor Shaha Alam to 
undertake the regency of his house and to regulate the affairs 
of Mughal Empire. Shinde consequently met the Empepor on 
15th November 1784 and assumed the robes a of his new 
office and became the power behind the Imperial Throne, This 
is again an instance of political importance, A subordinate 
legal authority ( i.e. Shinde ), receives the robes and title 
from foreign authority ( i.e. Smperor ) without the consent 
and permission from the central government ( i.e. Peshwa,) 
at Poona, This shows the markedly changed relationship 
between the central government and sardars, It was not very 
easy for Shinde alone to manage the affairs at Delhi, The 
task before Mahadji was to defeat - (a) a number of turbulent 
Mughal chiefs, (b) Sikhs - who were ravaging the Imperial 
territory, and (c) the Kajput princes. Their hatred against 
Marathas and the demand of yearly tribute with dues, united 


them into a grand alliance and incited them to revolt against 
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Shinde. At the battle of Lalsot, against Hajputs, Shinde's 
army was defeated, in 1787. A letter written ee by Mahadji 
Shinde to Peshwa, on 18th August 1787 reveals the critical 
situation which Mahadji Shinde had to face. In this letter 
Mahadji states : 'tRajputs have won the battle at Lalsot 
because our North Indian Battalions defected, You might have 
heard this news in the letters which I wrote to you, Our 
financial position has become stringent. Emperor has not been 
paid for the last nine months and therefore, he is pressing 
us for the money. I1f Emperor remains in our hands, then we 
can keep all the other things i.e. political power in our 
hands, If he comes out and does not remain under our control 
then it will open ample opportunities for other powers to 
interfere in the political affairs and all sorts of intri- 
gues will follows, Moreover the Emperor is not firm, he is 
greedy. We have tried our level best to raise the necessary 
amount from the money lenders - but nobody is prepared to 
give us loan; because we have yet to repay the loan which we 
have taken long ago. Because of this helpless situation, 

we are requesting you to arrange for the amount, This will 
help us a lot, It will prove from the letters from different 
ambassadors at different courts that we are one and it will 
remove the misunderstanding that there is no unanimity agadnss 
amongst Badbhah, Peshwa and ourselves, It will prove that 


South rushes financial help and army, when there is trouble 
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in the North, It will also put down all the powers, If 
this is done, then the English and the Vazir will not dare 
to exploit the situation and interfere in the internal 
affarrs of Mughals ... '' Instead of sending financial help 
and despatching army to the North, Nana Phadnis despatched 
Tukoji Holkar, who was jealous about Shinde's power, In- 
stead of helping Shinde, Holkar encouraged his enemies. 
However, Shinde came out with flying colours, surmounting 
all the difficulties. He defeated the kajput forces in two 
battles namely Patan ( June 1790 ) and Merta ( September 
1790 ). Holkar, who openly joined the enemies was defeated 


at Lakheri in 1793 by Shinde's army, 
Internal Conflict 


Shinde arrive at Poona in June 1792. Prior to his 
arrival, attempts were made by Nana Phadanwis to prohibit 
his entry into Deccan, There are many reasons for this 
which show the chaotic political situation in Poona, Mahadji 
Shinde was now the highest functionary of the Mughal Emperor 
( i.e. Vazir ) and he had very powerful army with him, Nana 
Phadnis went to the extent of seeking help from the British 
which they wisely a It appears that Shinde wanted 
to clarify certain matters, In a letter ai written to 
Peshwa in December 1791, he refutes certain doubts about the 


maintenance of peace and tranquillity in the North, Mahadji 


Shinde states : "we { Mahadji Shinde ) are in receipt of your 
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order, asking us not to come to the South because, after 
our departure to south, it will be very difficult to 
maintain peace and tranquillity in the North, Several 
problems and conflicts will crop up. If it is decided that 
peace and order can be maintained by keeping sufficient 
army, army will remain but peace and order will vanish, 
Uptill now we have defeated our enemy by conquering many 
important places and territories and have firmly established 
the rule of the Emperor. This will disappear from the 
place, We will have to make efforts again to re-establish 
Badshahi, Moreover, the loyalty of the North Indians is 
questionable. Our answer to all these doubts is that - 

" for the maintenance of peace and order we have kept a 
large number of army and number of loyal and trusted sardars, 
There is no power left which will dare rebel against our 
authority. We have not visited the Swami for a long time 
and therefore we have a desire to see him, We have to 
perform certain traditional rites of God in Desh, Sardars 
are here in the North, they will maintain peace and order, 
There was some Exguk#E trouble from Ismailbeg because of 
the perfidy, which allowed him to go to Kanoda, However, 
he was subdued, Therefore, we do not ¥ visualise that 
anybody outsider will revolt against us. However, we are 


not sure about anybody from our own doing perfidious act." 
Failures of Wuasi-Federalism : 


This letter, written by Mahadji Shinde to Peshwa 


Savai Madhavrao, reveals the situation of the Maratha 
icceceebesy and the breakdown of the Constitution, The 
failures can be enumerated, (a) The central gocernment 

failed to assist Mahadji Shinde, - a Sardar of Maratha Con- 
Federation - when he was carrying out his duty according to 
the treaty-agreement entered into by Peshwa on one hand i.e. 
Central government and the Mughal Emperor in 1752. (b) The 
Sardars like Tukoji Holkar who were despatched to the North 

by the central government, joined the opposite camp, i.e, 

the enemies of the central government, (c)} ‘he central 
government which was weak requested foreign power like English 
to help subdue its own sardar - the worst act from the 
constitutional point of view, {d) Mahadji Shinde came to 

the South irrespective of the order, which ordered him in 
specific terms, giving reasons that he should not come to 

the South. Mahadji Shinde could not be puhished by the 
central government for his unconstitutional act. One can 
easily understand the vast difference between the relationship 
of Peshwa and his sardars during the regime of Bajirao I 

and Balaji Bajirao and that of Madhavrao and Savai Madhavrao - 


i.e, during the period 1720 to 1760 and from 1760 to 1790. 


Firman banning cow-slaughter throughout India : 


\ 
In June, 1702,( 1792 ), in Poona, a great ceremonial 
Darbar was held, Mahadji shinde delivered to the Peshwa 
the titles and honours brought for him from the Emperor and 


the Firman prohibiting cow-eslaughter throughout India, 
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Theoretically at least, the aim of the Hindu religion and 
Maharashtra Dharma was realised by the issuance of this 
Firman, ‘The office of the Nayabi - in 1792-93 with the 
dignity of Wakil Motalik and Anirum Umrao ( Conferred on the 
Peshwa by the Emperor ) was bestowed on Mahadji Shinde and 
presents of jewellery, clothes etc, were made to a 

The differences between the central government i,e, 
Peshwa, Nana Phadnis and the Mahadji Shinde were debated in 
the open Darbar, where charges and counter charges were 
levelled against each other. Ultimately Shinde's rao eaatecl 
were signed by the Peshwa, acknowledgins a balance of five 
crores of rupees, as ready cash could not be obtained from 
the Poona Ministry, Shinde accepted a transfer of Peshwa's 
share of the conquests in Hindustan, It was also agreed 
that Shinde should have the sole management of affairs and 
the Peshwa government should furnish him with such troops 
as he may require for his future operation,t This agreement 
reflects the topsyturvy situation in the constitution of 

Qaract~tederak stata 


the aonfederecy, in respect of the relationship between 


central government and Sardar, 


Unfortunately, Shinde died of fever on 17th February 
1791, at Wanavadi near Poona, He was succeeded by his 


nephew Daulat Hao, a boy of 14 years of age, 
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Battle of Kkharda : 


This was the last occasion when all the chiefs of 
Maratha confederacy acted in unison under the authority of 
Peshwa, After the death of Mahadji in February 1794, there 
was no ‘individual who can challenge the supremacy of Nana 
Phadnis, The tripartite agreement between Nizam, Haider 
( Tipoo ) and Peshwa had become meaningless. Tipoo's power 
was broken in 1792, Nizam tried to exploit the differences 
between Nana Phadnis and Mahadji Shinde by entering into 
secret correspondence with Shinde and bribing him with money 
to fan his rivalry. Shinde, however, had not done anything 
to encourage Nizam, Since 1782, Nizam was leaning heavily 
on the English for their support, After the war of 1792 
with Tipoo, there were talks of perpetuating the alliance, 
giving protection to Nizam, which would have given him an 
opportunity to save his independence from Marathas, Taking 
into consideration the british policy towards native states 
( which was in the interest of the Company ), the broken 
power of Mysore state, the death of Mahadji Shinde, time 
was opportune for Peshwa ( i.e. Nana Phadnis ) to press his 


demands about long standing arrears, 


Activities of Nizam and the behaviour of Azam-ul- 
Umra had alienated mamy powers, The result was that no power 


Was prepared to help Nizam, 
War_and Treaty of Kharda : 


On 26th December 1794, Peshwa started with his armies 


in the direction of Nizam's territory, All the important 
sardars had joined the Peshwa, ‘'Daulatrao Shinde was sent 
with an army on a campaign and presents of clothes and 
jewellery were made to camel 'The Peshwa visited Tukoji 
Holkar at his ee The battle between the two armies 
took place in the vicinity of Kharda, On 11th and 12th 
March, 1795 Nizam was completely defeated, He surrendered 
and submitted himself to a humiliating peace treaty, ‘This 
treaty is important because some articles of this treaty 
reveal the objective, continuously cherished by the Chha- 
trapatis from Shivaji onwards and by the Peshwas, The 
peace treaty ae was concluded on 10th April, 1795. 


According to this treaty it was agreed that - 


(a) The territory of Hindustan ( North India ) and 
south India is governed by the Emperor at Delhi, For the 
administration of this territory, he who possesses the 
authority ( i.e. Peshwa ) whould govern the territory. In 
short every order of the Emperor must be carried out, | 

(b) In Deccan there should be no cow slaughter at all, 
Muslims should enjoy all the religious rights like Nimaz, 


Hoja, Bangsalbat’ etc. 
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(c) Hindus and Muslims are both the children of God, 
While the people of both religions are observing the canons 
of their respective religions, it will be unjust on the part 
of the Muslims to create trouble to Hindus, Uptill Now, 
Hindus have never considered Muslim Pirs and Paigambar as 
something alien to them, Therefore, no Muslim should create 
any trouble to Hindu religion. Both should observe their 


respective religions without any obstruction to each other. 
Principles Underlying Treaty : 


This important treaty reflects three important 
principles - (a) Legal sovereignty of the Mughal Emperor 
over all the powers of Hindustan. (b) religious freedom to 
Hindus and Muslims alike, (c) Banning of cow.slaughter - 


the cherished ideal of the Hindus, 


Nizam ceded his territory worth 33 lakhs of Rupees 
annually and promised to pay Hs, 3 crores as war indemnity. 
Yet the ‘victory of Kharda proved 'a dead sea fruit’ as the 
tems of treaty were never fulfilled by the Nizam, The 
death of Savai Madhavrao Peshwa and the chaotic situation 
which followed ended ultimately in Peshwa signing the treaty 
of Bassein in 1802, The Maratha Quasi-federal State, really 
speaking ended in 1795. What remained afterwards was a 
caricature of plots and counter plots, looting and arson. 
Peshwa spent his time and property amongst dancers and singers 


and menial servants, What remains now is to narrate the 


Chapter VIII 


THE PERIOD OF CONFUSION, 


Queer Situation : 


From the birth of Savai Madhavrao in 1774 to his 
death in 1795, Nana Phadnis had administered the Maratha 
State from Poona, Savai Madhavrao was guided and controlled 
by him. The mistake committed by Nana towards Peshwa was, 
that he did not allow Savai Madhavrao to participate in 
the administration, Theoretically, Peshwa had become now 
the central figure of Maratha Empire. All orderes were 
issued under his name and Seal, Yet in practice, he could 
not enjoy freedom, This was a queer situation, Savai 
Madhavrao, in 1795 had attained twenty one years of age 
and naturally he was irritated at the restraints placed 
on him, He secretly entered into correspondence with 
Baji Kao, his only serving kith and kin, who was kept as 
a prisoner in Junnar, Savai Madhavrao and Bajirao, both 
were of the same age - Bajirao being younger by nearly nine 
months, <Savai Madhavrao'ts letters were intercepted by Nana 
Phadnis and he was upbraided by Nana for the folly of 
communicating with ‘enemies't, The result was that Savai 
Madhavrao developed a melancholic temper and in a mood of 
despondency threw himself down the balcony of his palace 
on 25th October 1795 and died 27th October 1795. The 


situation in 1750 and in 1795 is identical and a logical 


se 269 08 


step in the downward direction - onlythe individuals are 
different - The situation in which the Chhatrapati Ham Raja 
was placed by Nanasaheb Peshwa in 1750 and the situation 

in which Savai Madhavrao Peshwa was placed by Nana Phadnis 
are similar, In 1750, Peshwa usurped the authority of 
Chhatrapati, in 1795 ( actually in 1774 ) Nana Phadnis 


usurped the authority of Peshwa, 
Baji_ Rage: 


After the death of Savai Madhavrao, an ironical 
situation developed, Bajiraou- the son of Kaghunathrao, 
who was charged as a murderer of Narayanrao Peshwa and 
who sought refuse with English Company - was the rightful 
successor of the Peshwaship, Nana Phadnis attempted to 
prevent Bajirao's succession but his attempts were foiled 
by pofular sentiment and the hostility of Daulatrao Shinde 
towards him, The best course open to Nana Phadnis was to 
resign his post and keep himself away from power, But 
Nana Phadnis, who had enjoyed power for the last twenty 
years, was not prepared to relinquish it. In this attempt 
he was involved in a maze of intrigues and counter intri- 
gues, conspiracies of different nature which ultimately 
created a chaotic and anarchical situation in Maharashtra 


and the Maratha Empire, 
Conflicts : 


The first idea which Nana Phadnis mooted was to 


adopt a son, and to rule in his name. But this move was 

not popular and nobody supported it. Meanwhile Bajirao \' 
contacted Daulatrao Shinde and the English, Daulatrao and 
Bajirao entered into agrwement, But before it could 
materialise, Bajirao was released by Nana, Bajirao's 
release without the help of Daulatrao created a gulf between 
the two, Shinde now decided to march to Poona, Nana 
Phadnis left Poona. Shinde demanded the stipulated amount 
from Bajirao, which he was unable to pay, OShinde, therefore, 
imprisoned Bajirao and with the help of Parashurambhau 
Patwardhan declared Chimnaji Appa, younger brother of Bajirao™ 
as Peshwa, But Parashurambnau Patwardhanwas unable to meet 
the demands of Shinde, Bajirao, who had lost his Peshwa- 
ship, wrote to Nana Phadnis, who was at Mahad, From Mahad 
Nana Phadnis wrote letters to (i) Holkar, (ii) Bhosale, 
(iii) Kaja of Kolhapur, (iv) British at Bombay, (v) Nizam 
and (vi) Tipoo Sultan, To whom letters were written is 

also an important fact from the political point of view, 

Gut of these six, only two were sardars of original Quasi- 
federal Maratha state, The naja of Kolhapur was a Maratha, 
but Kolhapur from 1700 onwards had always clashed with 
Satara, It was an independent state, sritish was a foreien 
power, Tipoo Sultan and Nizam were obviously enemies of 
Maratha state, who could not forget the treachery of the 
Marathas in 1792 and 1795.respectively, All were eager to 
help not for the common national cause, but for their own 


self interest, This clearly showed the changed nature of 


the Maratha Empire. Idealism was lost and its place was 
taken by the lust for power and money, Nana wrote to 
Daulatrao Shinde, His attempts bore fruit, NHereturned He 
returned to Poona and assumed office in November 1795, 
Kajirao was released from Shinde's confinement and was duly 


invested with Peshwaship, 
Differences between Nana and Sajirao = Chaos : 


Differences between Nana Phadnis and Bajirao started 
immediately, Old hatred and jealousies were revived, Bajirao 
entered into secret pact with Daulatrao Shinde, Shinde's 
guards were posted around Shaniwarwada. To protect himself 
Nana Phadnis engaged Arab soldiers, Bajirao spent his life 
in parties, low favourites and sensuous gaiety, Taxes were 
imposed on ryots, sBajirao never attended to the affairs 
of state but spent his time among dancers, singers and 
menial servants, In 1797, Tukofi Holkar died and quarrel 
succession arose, Tukoji Holkar had four sons, Eldest 
Kashirao invited Daulatrao Shinde for help, A war between 
Holkar and Shinde started, Nana Phadnis nad been to Shinde'ts 
camp, where he was treacherously arrested in December 1797, 
Shinde with the help of Sarjerao Ghatge plundered the house 
of Nana Phadnis and his followers, The Poona Hesidency of 
the English had recorded the situation, It states : "The 
city of Poona was a like a town taken by a storm; all 
night and the ensuing day there was firing, uproar, plunder 


and bloodshed, Ghatge seized merchants, bankers, money- 
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lenders, in fact whomsoever he suspected of wealth, tortured 
them and made them disgorge their wealth; several died on 
the rack and several committed suicide.” ( P,k.C,) At the 
same time the quarrel between the widows of Mahadji Shinde 
and Daulatrao started; by which the spirit of dissatisfac- 
tion was p spread in the army, Daulatrao Shinde released 
Nana Phadnis, and Bajirao requested him to assume administra- 
tion, He had to face difficulties on all sides, Satara 
Raja was fighting against Peshwa; Kolhapur Kaja invaded the 
territory of Patwardhans and killed Parashurambhau Patwar- 
dhan in September 1799. The troops of Shinde, Holkar 
ravaged the whole Maharashtra, Sons of Maharashtra forgot 
the advice of Ramdas and Shivaji, Life and property of the 
Maharashtrians in their very motherland became insecure, 

In such anarchical situation Nana Phadnis died on 13th March 
1800 = "with him departed all wisdom and moderation ana of 
the Maratha Government.” Now war between Shinde and Yesh- 
wantrao Holkar started. Bajirao was unable to avert this 
war, In 1801, Shinde's army was defeated by Holkar at 
Ujjain but followed by a defeat of Holkar in the very year,- 
at Indore, War now crossed the river Narmada and entered 
into the South. Shinde finally left Poona, Bajirao was 

now free, Instead of following a rational policy, bajirao 
now adopted a policy of revenge. A number of important 
people like Phadke, Chitnis, ituste, Patankar, Gadre, 
Waishampayan, Damle, Athavale, etc, were arrested, There 


were many revolts, Vithoji dolkar was captured and put to 


ee 


death, Therefore, Yeshwantrao Holkar 'vowed vengeance on 
those whom he considered his brother's murderers.' He 
defeated the joint army of Shinde and Peshwa in Octobver 1801. 
Bajirao Peshwa iea fled to the British for protection, His 


action culminated into signing a treaty of Bassein,. 


Treaty of Bassein : 
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It was settled that the English should six 


battalions for service under governam&ment and that they 

( English }) should be given a territory worth ks, 26 lakhs 
in Gujrath and Marnatic as detailed in a separate memo in 
English language. Orders were issued to the officers of 
Gujrath and Karnatak to allow the English to occupy the 
territory spefified in the memo " In 1803-04 ‘the fort 

and amal of Parnera in Gujrath were included in the terri- 
tory worth Ks, 26 lakh assigned to them ( English ) in 
consideration of their placing six battalions at the disposal 
of the government, Orders were now issued for the surrender 
of the fort and mahal in question.! It was agreed ( 1803- 
1804 ) in the treaty of BKassein concluded in the preceeding 
year With the English, that the Peshwa should hand over a 
territory worth ls, 26 lakhs to the English in consideration 
of the datter placing six battalions at his disposal, Para. 


gana Urpad etc, in Gujrath and Prant Sawnur in Karnatak 
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worth in all ks. 26 lakhs were accordingly made over to 

the English, A portion of this territory worth Rs, 
19,16,000 was now with the consent of the English taken 

back by the government and in lien thereof a portion of 

the territory in Bundelkhand surrendered by Ali Bahadur 

etc, worth Hs, 19,116,000 was given to them in saranjam, 
Additional territory in Bundelkhand was also given for the 
following reasons, worth Hs, 50,000 - (1) In considera- 
tion of the revenue realised from Paragana Urpad taken 

back by the government. (2) In consideration of the English 
keeping 1000 sawars for the service under the Peshwa, 

(3) In consideration of the English agreeing to pay the 
expenses of 5000 men entertained by the Peshwa for assist- 
ing the English till the close of the war, ( The 15th 
article in the treaty of Bassein which stipulated that the 
Peshwa should send 10,000 sawars and 6000 soldiers for 
assistance to the English in times of war, was cancelled 

and he was now to furnish only 5000 sawars and 3000 soldiers,) 
(4) In consideration of the expenses required for restoring 
peace and order in Bundelkhand, The total value of the 


territory surrendered was gs, 36,16,000.' 
Independence lost : 


With the treaty of Bassein, not only the Peshwa lost 
his independence but the independence of the Maratha State 


also, The English had struck at the roots of the Maratha 
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state. It was now a question of time only when the 
branches would fall, The Peshwa agreed that he would not 
employ any European into his service without the permission 
of the British government, Henceforward the six English 
battalions were going to maintain the power of the Peshwa 
to protect him against internal and external enemies, 
Obviously, English Company was going to exercise a strict 


control over the affairs of the Peshwa, 


The same weapon, which Marathas had used to crush 
the powers in India from 1720 to 1795, was used by the 
sritish, Just as Marathas were collecting Chauth and 
Sardeshmukhi as agents of the Delhi Emperor, similarly, 
British now began to subdue other Maratha sardars in the 
name of Peshwa, Maratha sardars like Holkar, Bhosale and 
Shinde were not prepared to accept the treaty of Bassein, 
But in this situation also, they failed to effect a united 
stand against British. One after another, the armies of 


Holkar, BKhosale and Shinde were defeated by the English. 
Bajirao and Company : 
In the beginning, cordial relationship existed 


between English and Bajirao, Bajirao started enjoying life 
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in vicious pleasures and religious observances, In 
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1805-06 'Ks, 47005 are debited as private expenses of the 
Peshwa without details.' ‘Lady Ramabai died ... the 
expenses on account of charities ,.. came to ks, 1,27,285.° 
The food expenses at the Shukrawar Palace were formed for 
hs, 60,000. In 1807-1808, the food expenses were formed 
for Hs, 29,000 a year, In 1807-1808 'there is a debit of 
20 lakhs of rupees for the private expenses of the Peshwa,’ 
In the same year 'Ks, 1,79,769 are debited in the name of 
the Peshwa, on account of his private expenses.’ When a son 
was born to Peshwa, is. 1,78,641 were spent in charity,’ 
The British Hesident at Poona only took care to see that 
Peshwa did not involve himself in foreign intrigues. The 


British nesident tactfully avoided unpleasant discussion, 
Different Interpretations : 


The difference between the two was bound to arise 
because the interpretation of the treaty of Bassein. What 
Bajirao thought was, that he could establish his authority 
over his subordinate sardars with the help of six English 
battalions; while the British interpretation was totally 
different, They were not prepared to do what Peshwa would 
like them to do, In 1812, Elphinstone extended to Jagirdars 
of South, British guarantee of protection, This came as a 
surprise to Peshwa, Thus, the rift between the two started, 
Gangadhar Shastri was murdered on 20th July 1815; British 
Resident demanded punishment to the authors and instigators 


of the crime. Trimbakji Dengle who was arrested and kept 


in prison, escaped from prison on 12th September 1816. 
Peshwa prepared for war, British delivered ultimatun, 
insisting on the immediate surrender of Trimbakji Dengle. 
Elphinstone demanded the three forts ~ Sinhagad, Purandar 
and hayagad - which were surrendered, Peshwa agreed to 
recall his agents from foreign courts including those of 
the former Maratha sardars, For maintaining additional 
troops, Peshwa agreed to pay ts, 34 lakhs and abadoned all 


claims over territories beyond Narmada, 
End of the Maratha xule ; 


Peshwa's army under Bapu Gokhale, burnt down the 
British Residency at Poona and attacked the small British 
force on 5th November 1817. In February 1818, Bapu Gokhale 
was killed in the battle of Ashti. The Kaja of Satara was 
freed, Bajirao surrendered on 3rd June 1818. The Peshwa~ 
ship was abolished and the territory was taken under the 
British administration. Thus ended the glorious tradition 
created by Balaji Vishwanath and Bajirao, Maharashtra, i.e. 
Swarajya territory became a part of British dominion in 
India, The prediction of common man in 1800 came to be true, 
On 16th April 1800, Vitth&lrao Goraksha Walawalikar, agent 
of Portuguese authority in Goa, wrote from Poona to Goa, 
vividly describing the situation existing in Poona at that 
time. In this letter he states : 'tIn this Darbar there is 
the dearth of money, Maratha sardars behave towards each 


other in enimical manner, By their lootings they have 


devastated this territory, Though theoretically they have 
accepted the sovereign power of the Peshwa, Sardars obey 

the orders of Peshwa if they think that they all are in their 
interest, Officers of this ( Poona ) government and Shinde 
are always complaining because of the non-receipt of their 
salaries. The British xesident at Poona spends a lot of 
amount and pays big nazaranas to the Peshwa, The people 
here are generally saying that very soon the Oritish are 
going to obtain this er The Peshwa and the 
sardars of the Maratha state failed to visualise what common 
man in Poona had visualised. The political prediction of 
the common man came to be true, A letter - written by 

an unknown authror in February 1802 states that the 'State 
is encircled from all sides by English, Hnglish at Surat 
entered the territory of Gaikwad of Saroda on the ground 

of rendering help and now everywhere in India they have 
entered. Let us see what will happen in future,' Future 


was already sealed, With the treaty of Bassein in 1802 and 


war in 1818 with English Maratha rule came to an end. 


y ne See Arrhaedsy 
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BOOKS AND 6ifitw¥ THOUGHTS 


tAdnyapatrat and 'Narayan Vyavahar Shiksha' are the 
two important books which were written during this period, 
These books are usually described as "books on political 
science.' ‘Therefore, in this chapter an attempt is made to 
examine these two books and the political thought contained 
in them. However, it should be kindly noted that detailed 
and exhaustive notes on these books are not attempted, It 


will be a matter sufficient for a new book, 
Adnyapatra ;: 


Out of the two, Adnyapatra is obviously a more 
important book, It is also known as Amatyachi HKajniti 
or Maratheshahitil Hajniti meaning 'Political Thought 
of Amatya' ( a minister ) or 'Political Thought during the 
Maratha negime.t The book is written in a traditional 
manner, that means it gives orders or directions for a 
prince about the administration of the state, This book 
can be properly called as a ‘book off administration' 
because it rarely deals with what we can call as an abstract 
political thought. This Adnyapatra was written by Hamchandra 
pant Amatya at the instance of Kaja Sambhaji of Kolhapur 
in 1715. In the first two chapters Amatya has traced the 


history from the time of Shivaji down to Rajaram, In the 


last part of the second chapter, Amatya had given the 
purpose for writing this Adnyapatra, He states that this 
Adnyapatra is written for the princes who have to shoulder 
the responsibility of the state. For this they should be 
learned, should be able to govern the state accordingky to 
religious Ree tet, oy From third chapter onwards, it 
deals with the proper subject, aAmatya states the 'The 
theory of Divine Origin of Kings and states the aim of the 
State as protection of people,’ In order to achieve the 
aim of the state, he refers to the qualities which are 
essential for a prince. The Prince should see that people 
are behaving according to their respective religion. He 
should punish the guilty and the criminals as per rules of 


sacred religion. Physically handicapped should be protected, 


There are directions given in this book about the 
personal safety of the King. Directions are given about the 
recruitment of the persons, who are to be employed in the 
services of the king. The most important direction is the 
continuous modernisation of anptutenth Oe The king should 
guard himself from eulogists, Because love of one's own 


28h, 
eulogy from eulogists is a vice, 


eons Adnyapatra, 
fos 
286 


Important direction about other aspects of the 
state are as follows : 

{A) Finance : Treasury is the life-spring of the 

state oa The Prince should always 

make attempts by which the treasury is increased. Because 
with the belp of money, contingent events can be averted, 
All the employees should be regularly paid. If any one of 
them had done any special work, he should be awarded, but 
his salary should not be increased. Hncouragement to traders 


and protection to them, should be given. 


(B) Military : Prince should personally know the 

art of war, If he fails in this 

aspect, he will have to depend upon the lower staff. In 
such situation Sardars will not do the work property. The 
military is the most important organ of the coveramentea 


287 
(C) Ministry : Without ministers, it will be 


impossible for a king to administer 
the state, Therefore, ministers are essential for the state, 
For the efficient administration of the state, powerful and 
capable ministers are essential, ( Amatya goes on describ- 


ing the importance of the min&sters }) and the qualities which 


285, satis 
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are essential for them, Amatya deals with the relationship 
between Prince and Ministers. He states that ministers 
should not be insulted. iven if a minister has committed a 
mistake, the king should not speak about it in public, 

King should be very careful about the self-respect of the 
minister, amatya then describes the functions and behaviour 
of the mind&sters, Concentration off all administrative 

power in the hands of one minister is a very dangerous 

thing because it breeds hatred among co-equals, Therefore, 
the king should avoid the concentration of authority 
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because it destroys the administratipn, 


(D) Trade and Commerce : Flourishy Trade and 
\ Commerce make the state 
289 
prosperous and happy. Protection should be given to 


traders, Traders should not be insulted, They should be 
provided proper place, market etc, for their business. 
Attempts should be made by which the traders will feel 


happy and contented, 


There are a few foreign traders like Portuguese, 
English, French and Dutch, But they are different from 
other traders, Because every trader of this nature, has 


290 
its own state behind hin, They are here because their 


respective states had encouraged them to come here. Their 
intention is to enter into this territory, to increase 

their trade and to establish their faith, They are haughty- 
once they are entrenched, it is very difficult to dislodge 
them, Therefore, ample precaution should be taken regarding 


these foreign traders, 


(E) Watans : Patil, Deshkulkarni and Deshmukhs etc, 
are the watandars of the state, They 

enjoy autonomy, Watandars are not ordinary or insignificant 
people, they are the enemies of the state, because they 
are not loyal to the Swami, ei.e. king of the state, They 
are not satisfied with what they have. They are greedy, 
Whenever a foreign aggression takes place, these watandars 
enter into peace agreement with the aggressor for the 
protection of their watan, On their own accord they wait 
on the aggressor, convey him the loopholes of this state 
and the other and allow the aggressor to enter into the 
state, Therefore, these watandars should be bound both by 
friendship and fear of punishment, They should be allowed 
to enjoy their watan, but they should not be allowed to 


govern the people, 


(F) Writtis and Inams : wWrittis should be conti- 
nued, Writtis should 
neither be confiscated nor should be transferred, If any- 


body had failed to perform his writti, he should be punished, 
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New writtis should not be given, Similarly, new Inams 
should not be given. Distribution of land as a religious 
act is good, but there should be a limit. 

(G) Forts of Different Type : The directions given 

La eter ® 

for the forts of types 
are really meant for the defence of the state, Without 
defence, state will be meaningless and it will always be 
exposed to foreign aggression, Boundaries of the state 
should be well protected, During the period of Amatya, 
forts occupies a very vital position from the defence point 
of view, Therefore, Amatya goes into the details of the 
maintenance, organisation, construction and protection of 
the forts, 

Amatya says that the navy is an important organ of 
the sete: A state which possesses navy, controls the 
sea also. Amatya has realised the importance of navy. He 
goes on giving direction to the organisation, maintenance, 
construction of navy. He refers to the relations with 
trading ships also. He further refers to naval battle and 


naval camp, 


Thus, Adnyapatra is a best guide on administration 


of a state for a young prince, fit to govern a medieaval 
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kingdom, There is very little abstract thought which can 


be properly described as a political thought, 


Narayanvyavahar Shiksha : 


This book was prepared by Nana Phadnis for Savai 
Madhavrao Peshwa, in 1789, it is said that Savai Madhavrao 
used to listen to this vyavahar shiksha early in the morn- 
ing every day, This is work of collection, divided into 
three parts. This book contains very little political 
thought, One does not know the necessity of such a collec- 
tion, when there was already a best book written by Amatya, 
We do not know whether Savai Madhavrao had read 'Adnyapatra' 


by amatya, 
Stray Thoughts : 


Shahu and Peshwas have realised the danger in 
concentrating dual authority in the hands of the same person 
in the administrative organisation, The dual authority - 
civil and military - in the hands of the same person had 
created a difficulty, Conflicts emanated from it, ‘therefore 
it was stressed that division of the work and authority is 
essential, Shahu agreed to this, after carefully listening 


292 
to the arguments, 


292. Peshwa Daptar, Vol. 17. 


293 
In a letter written by Madhavrao Anant Vedanti 


in 1783 to Peshwa, there are a few thoughts mentioned, 
Vedanti states that you should be proud of Hindu religion, 
Interest of the state should always be protected, Morality 
is the basis of the state, Power of punishment in the hands 
of king should not be always used and without any resent it 


should not be used, The state is lost where the morality is 


lost, 
Kamdas 


Ample material is availabde on xamdas in Marathi 
literature, ‘Political Thought of Ramdas' is a special 
subject for study, Here we have merely enumerated a few 
thoughts from Kamdas, In the writings of Saint Hamdas, 
there are a few political thoughts, Kamdas had expressed 
his views in respect of power, unity, hierarchy, means and 
ends etc, According to him power is essential for a state, 
He, w who rules without power is a nee Unity is 
essential for the state because it makes state strong. In 
his writings hamdas had used the word 'Dharma - Sthapana't 
( cares ERM ) to denote his concept of socio-politico- 


religious revolution, His political outlook is very pragmatic, 


293. Marathyanchya itihasachi Sadhane, Vol. 6 


29h. Samagra Grantha of Hamdas, 
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He has enumerated qualities which are essential 
in a leader, He says, a leader's tongue - i.e, speech ~ 
should always be sweet because it is the source of friend- 
ship; the leader should be beneficient, peoples' pleasure 
should be his pleasure, and their sorrow his sorrow, The 
leader should first learn and then teach, He should 
secretly organise big rallies, The leader should keep the 
key points in his hands and set the rest done by others. 


HKamdas states that the aim of the state should be the 


<i pew eoled 


happiness of all, The concept of an ideal state,)in the 
word 'ham Kajya’ and the very word 'Kam Rajya' had been 
coined by Hamdas; this word has also been used by Gandhiji, 
hamdas, however, believes that means are inherently neither 
good nor bad, It is the end that makes them good or bad, 
He believes in the principle of 'tit for tat', hkamdas 
probably anticipated the modern technique of mass rousing 
and organised background activity which are essential for 

a successful revolution, Maharashtra was fortunate in the 
17th century to be guided by the personalities of Kamdas 
and Shivaji, Unfortunately, there was nobody in the 1&th 
century, who can be cempared with Ramdas, to guide the 
quasi-federal Maratha state, Had there been a personality 
like Kamdas, particularly in the last quarter of the 18th 
century in Maharashtra, the course of the Indian history 


would have been probably different 


Rajakaran : ( SaSis" ) 


In the writings of xamdas, in the Bakhars, in the 
correspondence - both official and non-official, there 
occurs this Marathi word 'Hajakaran' which today means 
’Politics', While giving priority orders in respect of 
duties, Kamdas had given first priority to 'Harikatha 
Nirupana’ ( etree Tresrvr ) i.e. the worship of the God 
and second priority to 'kajakaran', Broadly speaking, 
the word tnajakaran' is used by kamdas to denote 'duties 
of individual towards state.’ In the sakhars and corres- 
pondence, it is usually used to denote ‘some work' of 
government. For example - on 17th February 1715 Shahu 
orders that ‘formerly the task of Chanda was assigned to 
Visaji naghunath, now you are directed to fulfil that saan 
It means tany discussion' #grelating to governmental matters 
or settlement of any political affairs, For example, 
Nanasaheb Peshwa was at Satara in 1751 and he wanted to 
settle the matters with Tarabai, But she rigeeeoee The 
work of Te asl diplomatic work, was also called 


as 'Hajakaran' . For example, Madhavrao Peshwa had 


used the word 'Hajakaran’ in that context in 1762 - 63. 


295. Shahu Daptar, Humal No. 49 
296, Marathyanchya Itihasachi Sadhane, Vol. 6 


297. Diary of Thorale iadhavrao Peshwa, Part I, 


Therefore, it will be clear from these examples, that the 
word 'HKajakaran' has not been used to denote any ‘political 
thought' as such, By far the most it can be properly inter- 


preted as "work relating to government,' 
Conclusion : 


The fall of the Maratha Empire is not merely due 
to lack of character, capacity, organisation, personality; 
inferiority of discipline, war equipment, technique of 
warfare, command} etc, because all these factors were 
there, but it is due to the nature of the society and the 
political thought governing that society. Maratha society 
in the 17th and the 18th centuries was essentially a 
medieaval society, governed by medieaval political thought, 
i.e. firstly of feudalism, and later on nationalism having 
certain elements of feudalism, When it has to face a 
similar society and state, i.e, societies from North India 
and the Mughal state, it was successful, because the 
nature of the states and powers were also 'feudal'., But 
when Marathas, or for that matter any power in India, had 
to face English, means they had to face a dissimilar power - 
a power springing from rapidly industrialising society, 
governed by the modern political thought in the West, The 
political thought in Maharashtra, though ahead of other 
regions of India, was lagging behind from the Western 
political thought, The uniqueness of Maharashtra's political 


thought lies in its 'nationalism' which enabled it to free 
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‘gerd Sarahatr gat a ary ata are. 
st trfeteat gaa erfrrdrs arfeseta Gar 
STAT WSTTTat SA are. at arr 
wa fed a ge at ad Aree edt cat 
ee gefanrt are. 


‘S wes wera é ff 3 sara HTT are. 
Waa Tas ATT 

‘ara atreant af fart yfa adi squara 
gatrat aura a da gadagt wart darted 
a aantate @trar. eararar fatarc 
carga aad eeart Perera. 


TRaTTaS ATT t ( 4at ) 


TARTS ATT § ( vte ) “Yos tay 
‘aera eforran guagefa aredr. | 

TITST GUT, TAS 2, S Uy, Fame 1045 
"at @rearar «ws TU GRETA area ofaar 
erate ator ... eragt inserar we 
Soe. GA gare pe area avedr.  Geerar 
Ww Frelel Aare aw ee AT ww 
aereardy ary ad, a arsiarearay ary ae... 
ara Faararaty araér ara dag areraret 
aa. &ra Inset Fear a aed.” 


faaafea oarfem a4. 3d. var 
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hs 55 wee Serta arate Gus Caza... a aeeir 
MAIS earat athe aver sat ... wWaare 
Paavs ... Whee ote at aTeT. «aT 
arta Get w ddr GHA all WRT A 
WA aq saeTags WranaTa = gaTT Ga aTer. 
att aed GT gras aTa ATAGT SAAS ATET ¢ 
areata WT Ga sara arf age Gea 
ae FHA ara S we Gera Sri fous are ¢ 
.. TST HAT 


45 56 Praia Paaraaret stares gaeararar 
aTa Gia, Se FHA OTeTeT years fee 
fess eran #3 aTed. carat ara ( GAT ) 
a yaearey ( TAT ) etuararey «ac geeta 
ura Foss guett AR urefad area. area 
aragrtte Wea Paarster az ( FALAT ) 
arf geared ( gearas ) #tTa. urd ore 
arfa warat ata awa ca a. HT aTudrs 
at airat eas etre. 


. qaartdne ATA ( vos ) - fa. Fa.ard, 
Fararey - au, @T-eTa se arar urefad- 
Fe: 56 ear AT. ( 6 FT ASS ) 


’ 
faufta ( aTd ) JOS eu... Tar aga 
ferret egrata afta faarsir Arasd aretr 
PUT 

L7 57 Bel-Bhandar has the same religious 


sanctity among Marathas which the 


Holy Bible, bhagwat-Geeta, or Koran 
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52 68 UTA AS FOS... ATT Sera aad 
feg, fegeara a feg wi drat deaf 
“CATT aera paet aS orfese ... of ahaa 
Siirear gerawa Pacer ara fer fase 
QA eats... atted@rrear fares Ar 
3 oa args Sad are a yee oa At ger area. 


53 69 WAATTHDS - toav, ogc, ATH t. 
feardt -- Stade --- 
ar arger geure a aot are... 
araare’ faaer 4 dar... arira sefaa arir 
area satasr ... Gare aver... FH. 
Podivara -- fuardd - «2. ( argear ) 
Wafasoar arama earart Fer, aET 
Sarat FAS, CA oe TU wera, arta 
Fours 4 Aree tward ovarafh, Guear gare 


Guarer Gea Greer are ... darsror fuss 
a? 
Woe eT. 
5h 9 SITS ATH TATE Ga - aTa at agaTA 
GSTL, ATSTTeT S74, SET. JUS roK-20v 


faara, jraatrer arta fearar ar far 
fares od araef deaca AT poet For are... 
fara 43 avr aor deer Aereara ara ... 
woud sir STWR ATA GATT STF TAT ara 

atdre. eT areusrar der Srerear faer - 
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eqqired 4 Urear araaret are ad etuar 
aftar arevet @tuare cart ate ... ATea4r 
yerer carat gett stuurd ( are ) ara 
srauara oars. 


Tas ATH ¢ ( ttte ), at art droge 
gtd wo Peifron Eras we raae. 

ant 54 asst der ary aera faargerat 
Para and da afasserear arr Fes. 


roa 


Tay FG GTS. 


"darat cal ag adara war twangrat 
ate ARTS yo 4c em 

Wala, area - Gi &%, FATS 4% 
"crs arava 4 arar i ofser ga aracrar .. 


FU) wT BOTY | ath aera are wW ... 


WAT TaDS ATU 4 ( tRoo ) Pyarara 
artmara ox, ... ‘araar age ora gegrat 
are. araehtar geera Taurean Fara 
fear ane 

qaaredae AT: - ttew ... STS 
geeararar aeretdt of art 0» Tega 
ada 4 faectrstr aeafr seraarear area. 
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Shivdigvijay. Tyarahwaam - 

araray avadt serirara wT, =... AT 
safer Ss War eer care araaraga ore 
Arfaeira ... aTét ataarse saor orfes 
degr rarfaters afeert wa? 
Sabhasad bakhar 44Tde SAT - Ge 88-84 
wee) RE trae ara ae gees arearer 
aedt see4, BA TEA, Gaaret ehrara aha 
frarat tra areirer are uraarey garaear 
arty orgy ara arer wat we are att weet 
wITa Gai ATET, Bat TAT 8-eTeT Thar wagta 
serar ad feara artes, arta ( 2 ) wfsara 
eT aIfas. sae ATT Se arerea faaTt 
atiar ada sare are. deer ae trae 
I STIS a7, Get sara. deer UP sarear 
e554 crata a TT are aa Para Tt 
for... Ye HATS Sea. see ata BITS 
wee GS FET aeraredy ‘gee ... GT aT afar 
+. O9G ... Ga... gavird aon, dra 
vo. OTS We a. ae eid oar wera... 
afudera gat arerat eae. abe PETA a ATT 
art arent waredit: gd ana gat 
soa urd afade Ser... ameert aura Peer 
warat sao... FF Gard wa Teerearae 


ee 5 ee 


Chapter cour ( continued } 


61, 78 
65 79 
66 81 
67 81 
68 $2 


ars. at gi of petian wes argars, 4-ZTS 
qraare daer oaafa aver. ey tins are? 
ararsa grér aret. 


Note the procedure which Shivaji follow- 
ed. This proves beyond doubt that he 


was not a despot or an autocrat, 


Dyaneshwar WPat _ 

ararta cares aratt 1 ager Foard d orer i 
ar araPtar arg aTeT 1 Foor are 

—_ wear df are 1 aPaur arfow eer 
darararesy aveT 1 ghee a 11 

we. Ot ad aay Greet 1 8 & orem 
artaa aTar | 

33 Safa faartt 1. aa wer 
Tukaram os ae 

aU av agirar ava | Hace Wraara | 

3 ct oradt apa | aerour ara orarenT 
TROTY Wer | aqsaeaT STAaMT 

ae ee HPT aT 1 wel GrariT aaerfaar 1 
nea We Grararat 1 gearta dere 
gaarar ae east dere 1 of secre Tae 1 
"eV gue darned 8 et aga aan ore. 
trea afaars Greer. wea Sredr. 9fy after 


1o+ OS STATTRTA STS. 8G ATA, GAT, 
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eacaTaiy, equ, foard doer faae ors. 
aera eats AITeE tarar are wad? areer 
tara vaca fees. 9 a aT ardidaar etrar. 
stcdt areatad andfaer serxreg af thaer 
gers gaa str.” fF 


Keshwwacharya - Bakhar of Mahikavati, 
Agarearart ave ar sa a gorary darart 
oS aT ET oA, ad wtrar sa ae et ATITES 
-~ yarard — afgeradid) ser. a 4 


mea areer af 1 Tar eet earn 

dara Arser Aver 1 arte aT it 

aster artrar ord; | woe dere weet I 
arfsér Arfsat FA 1 arte sett i 

TATd? whad areT 1 weer Tararg ares 
arrar get a arg ee i 


ee WHAT SOT FHA GAY HS. aT aT FST FT, 

gar yea ad teres ees efercar, car 
[ or ~ Sa 4 = 

alo MT al aa s sia of Sl qt Fa, OT a, 

TI STA. ana seararer fesdt aac, 

W thoo ( teve ) 4s, 


earee sft creates a 4 AeATrA daar 
aa yl 4 airy soreda off tear Taare 
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ewata cara aver aaea area acuTeT a 
years a dita ded a gy yea a aaa 
art a yorfe Srara aur aert a aeRGTT 
a We att ef art fee arses aur 
reTefa 4 Ga a are 4 ora faera aut ara 
svar aér ddr 3 fe aria avarét otaerna 
TTA at ape sear adtes eret 
fase Sadr ares aeearys #Tet ardirdre 
STATE STSTI TEA woe o 4 feee artrer 
daa watta fo fra der. fég ara 
eroarar saa wre” area wares at 
fragt ane era at drarsta zen a? 
@beTe WEA FTA GITaTd AS a tres 
wa areata érdre. ... Pieryd aw 
sara af grarér ares ard cura fade area 
amt war war ardra sertrar afuert aH 
TAT ASAT aS aryar arewirst aret’ cea 
ge wreargerg #4 5 arefsar agra avec 
ads dt wr area sears ge orga ware 
cardr Are afeare arefas. ar arr sca 
ged geal Sareea Seat aresfarfea ata 
a saa we atrs Ft or arden art 
OTST FA FTTAT. SI BEATA aU 4 
wet ata 4 wa orgs Parar Farrer 
wherrgar drorar gat A aftar orPaus 
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BETA SETH Tata sere eTars. set 
wea gat Giga da arg. att ad area 

a& fos Tea Fe eR FHA Sar FOF 
aa rar wre FeaTY Gua weTTS sear 
avs. ara a an. 


Praqeag tes afinyfezadFoar | 
wear: Paar sersaTatrsd 11 


Sanads and Letters - Wad - page 122, 

88. GaTS 4 faa geeT a eat aeeTT Ara 
aTeareRS srqarad treats wot, ( ate 
ATH dacet Fes 4 ta, Wray Ars arat ) 


Sanads and Letters - Wad - page 122, 


=i. fagt area arterfaarar a ee Aa ma, 


Rajwade - Part VIII, were de < 
3. ¢, fe.feard - erates Peerat sercra. ff 


Taearca ar. ae, Bare 44, 
".. fas facet? aréa era ata... 

Se FAT de arsfrear cera ae oA A arerear 
Te 4 gua ai... water arer wera oa 
arto Tan aroere ast d avi. werent 
aTeta ate a ty Sfear area gaat Weir ATeTa 
3a at qaai.... war gofr were aarar 
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Portuguese Marathe Nelations 
trgia are dea - gr. Faget, J. ve 
aga Far ctararat wager sefavera adr. 


Patrasarsangraha, Part II, Itihas Manjiri 
fafcgra aPakT gue sv, qaaTtdns de 2 

( t8et ) | 

'" craetr avatar tras ... areft ar 
aus ardra ore atte arer eter gaa 
avereay FES Ata ( Gre ) aftara qd arearet 
aaaT FRA Ta FI aT TaareTa AzeR 
arene’ anit 33... ever arfaoaret agare 
aa dort Gast. UTSaTST MTA BE... 
€ inet att zee 4 UST aaTaeT HU 

aot got ae aut cfafoeret ut ged ... 
ata awit qrearet ares are a, Pactrair 
ara, aqara strat. tg art arora 
aa afte ad ef tee Fees AT ETA 
factrat uth a aadra ati g ary 4... 
NEUE WaT BTSA AS... FAT aw Far aT... 
arash oraaret Peet aveq a fort arefatt, 
WSTUdT FATS FU, GET UTeaTey aT eT 
eafoursar erdt we d aia... gait are 
era faart der 47, 3 are arus ardia 
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mre Se argcr G aTaS FITS WBA agayeTaT 
ward? waard rd? ... argear ard 
MSTA Sara at FwTS F HT OTE ghee are 
... TTT Faas ARS ET AAS ATAT- 
ATH areTorat A... PaarTgt vera erara 
We araT grearey 2 Ste... we porordra 
avet? @tTA UWel ITS atr vera a7eT 
qera art crea dora aret ... GT std 
gra feted ad ... agemeT a are a aT 
gait Taara arora eR asfecs rer... 
gra are atraura skit eT 4 Ga. gE 


Itihas Sangraha fafagra age - 

freraa abrdra ca, aant cece. 

" feaurag fatdra ... meraTa oer TH 
ard? ... Foseara foargedr areareT aR 
cera arent waa Taaryt card at sae 
faargrratt ate #aT ... RaTERTA Afr 
area fetes #1, Waa ariratt ga exer 
are da afr cart THR... TaTfaare 
aTOT ... THHRITA ... TaTaeT ATE ea 
hadra facta arvarere uraar 38... 
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